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THIS booik: 

-ffas fteew^ compiled and published in pursuance of the 
following resolution of City Council : 

February I5% 1876.^ — The Ordinance Committee, through 
their chairman, Mr. Sturdevant, submitted the following 
resolution, which was, on motion, adopted : 

Resolved. That a committee consisting of three members of the 
City Council, one of whom shall be the Presidsnt; the City Soli- 
citor, and Clerk, be appointed to prepare for publication a new 
edition of the Charier and Ordinances of the City of Wilkes-Barre 
now in foxe, and that said committee, m preparing said edition, 
shall as far as practicable consolidate all ordinances relatingtothe 
same subject matter; correct ambiguities, supply all manifest 
omissions, insert such notes and references to the judicial decisions 
that have been made concerning said charter and ordinances by 
the courts of the State as they may deem best, and also insert all 
such public acts relating to the City of Wilkes-Barre* and prepare 
a complete index to the same ; and that said committee complete 
their duties and make report to the Council on or before the first 
regular meeting in the month of April, 1876. 

The President appointed General E, W. Sturdevant and 
Colonel H, B, Wright the balance of said committee. 

Before the committee had finished their labors Col, H. B. 
Wright resigned his seat in the Council^ and the President 
appointed Anning Dilley^ Esq,, to fill the vacancy on the 
committee, which was then constituted as follows : 

gen^ e. w. sturdevant, 
anning dilley, 

G. M. REYNOLDS, Prest of Council, 
WM. S. McLE AN, City Attorney, 
S. O. JONES, City Clerk, 



AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE CITY OF 

WILKES-BARRE. 



Section i. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pemisylvania in 
General Assembly mety and it is hereby enacted by the au- 
thority of the same: That the borough of Wilkes-Barre, in 
the county of Luzerne, as now incorporated, and all of the 
township of Wilkes-Barre, in said county, lying on the 
westerly side of the Empire road, [projected northerly to 
the township line of Plains], and southerly to the township 
line of Hanover, be and the same are hereby constituted 
a City, by the name, style, and title of the City of Wilkes- 
Barre, and by said name shall be hereafter designated ; and 
the inhabitants thereof by the same name are constituted 
a body corporate and politic, with all the incidents of a 
corporation. 

Section 2. The limits and boundaries of the said 
borough of WHkes-Barre, and the portion aforesaid of the 
township of Wilkes-Barre, shall be and remain the limits 
and boundaries of the City of Wilkes-Barre. 

Section 3. That the territory included within the 
boundaries of the city shall be divided into fifteen wards 
in manner following, to wit : 

First ward — Beginning at the mouth of Mill creek; 
thence up the same easterly to Main street ; thence along 
Main street southwesterly to North street; thence along 
North street northwesterly to the Susquehanna river; 
thence up the same to the place of beginning. 

Second ward — Beginning at the crossing of Mill creek 
by Main street ; thence along said Main street southwest- 
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erly to North street ; thence along North street and the 
Parsons road [easterly to line of lots numbers forty-three 
and forty- four of the Third division; thence along the same 
southeasterly to the line of the Empire road projected 
northeasterly ; thence northeasterly on the line of the said 
road to Plains township line ; thence along the same to 
the place of beginning.] See Section 5 of Supplement, 
April 2,. 1872. • 

Third ward — Beginning on Market street at the Lehigh 
Valley railroad; thence along said street southeasterly to 
the [line of the Empire road aforesaid ; thence along the 
same northeasterly to the line of lots numbers forty-three 
and forty-four of the Third division ; thence along the 
same northwesterly to the Parsons road ;] thence along the 
said road westerly to the Lehigh Valley railroad ; thence 
along said railroad southwesterly to the beginning. See 
Section 5 of Supplement, April 2, 1872. 

Fourth ward — Bounded northeast by North street; south- 
east by Main street ; southwest by Market street, and 
northwest by the Susquehanna river. 

Fifth ward — Bounded northeast by North street and 
the Parsons road ; southeast by the Lehigh Valley railroad ; 
southwest by Market street, and northwest by Main street. 

Sixth ward — Beginning on Market street at the Lehigh 
Valley railroad ; thence along said street and its extension 
in a straight line [to the Empire road aforesaid ; thence 
along the same southwesterly] to the line of Northampton 
street ; thence along the same northwesterly to the said 
railroad ; thence along said railroad northeasterly to the 
beginning. See Section 5 of Supplement, April 2, 1872. 

Seventh ward — Bounded northeasterly by Market street; 
southeasterly by Main street ; southwesterly by South 
street, and northwesterly by the Susquehanna river. 

Eighth ward — Bounded northeasterly by Market street ; 
southeasterly by the Lehigh Valley railroad ; southwester- 
ly by South street, and northwesterly by Main street. 

Ninth ward — Beginning on South street at the Lehigh 
Valley railroad; thence along South street and its exten- 
sion southeasterly to the line of the Empire road afore- 



said ; thence along said Empire road northeasterly to the 
intersection of the extension of Northampton street; thence 
along said Northampton street northwesterly to the Lehigh 
Valley railroad ; thence along said railroad southwesterly 
to the beginning. Supplement, April 1872, Section 5. 

Tenth ward — Bounded northeasterly by South street; 
southeasterly by Main street ; southerly by Academy 
street and its extension to the Susquehanna river, and 
northerly by said river. 

Eleventh ward — Bounded northeasterly by South street; 
southerly by Lehigh and Susquehanna railroad and Dana 
street, and northwesterly by Main street. 

Twelfth ward — Bounded northerly by Academy street 
and its extension to the Susquehanna river ; easterly by 
Main street ; [southerly by the Hanover township line, 
and westerly by the Susquehanna river.] Twelfth ward 
divided and called the Fifteenth. See Section 4 of Sup- 
plement, May, 1872. 

Thifteentk ward — Beginning at the intersection of lots 
numbers twenty-six and twenty-seven of the Third division 
at Main street ; thence along said lot line southeasterly to 
the Empire road aforesaid ; thence along said Empire road 
southeasterly to South street, extended in a direct line 
northwesterly along South street to the Lehigh and Sus- 
quehanna railroad; thence along said railroad to Dana 
street; thence along said Dana street northwesterly to 
Main street ; thence along Main street southwesterly to the 
beginning. 

Fourteenth ward — Bounded northeasterly by lot number 
twenty-seven of the Third division ; southeasterly by the 
Empire road; southwesterly by lot number twenty-three, 
and northwesterly by Main street. 

Fifteenth ward — [Bounded northeasterly by lot number 
twenty-four of Third division ; southeasterly by the Empire 
road ; southwesterly by the township line, and northwest- 
erly by Main street.] Annexed to Fourteenth ward. See 
Section 4 of Supplement. 

Section 4. That the citizens of said city who are 
otherwise qualified voters under the laws of this Common- 



wealth, and who shall have resided within the bounds of 
said city at least six months immediately preceding the 
election, and within two years paid a borough, city, or 
township tax, shall meet together at the places for hold- 
ing elections, hereinafter designated, in their respective 
wards, [on the first Tuesday in June, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-one, and on the first Tuesday in May 
and annually thereafter, between the hours of eight o'clock 
A. M. and six o'clock P. M.,] and elect one citizen, who 
shall have been for at least three years a resident of the 
borough or township of Wilkes-Barre, and who shall be 
qualified to serve as a Senator of the Commonwealth, to 
be Mayor, who shall serve for three years; and one person 
to be High Constable of the city, to serve for one year ; 
and three persons to be Auditors, one of whom shall serve 
for one year, one for two years and one for three years ; 
and the qualified electors of each of said wards shall at the 
same time and place elect one citizen, a resident of the re- 
spective wards, possessing qualifications for Assemblyman, 
for Councilman, five of whom shall serve for one year, five 
for two years, and five for three years, the length of term 
to be determined by lot among the persons so elected after 
the election; and every year thereafter, one person in wards 
where a vacancy occurs, to fill such vacancy ; [and the Pre- 
sident Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne 
county shall, on Friday succeeding said election every 
third year thereafter, appoint six persons, who shall be 
citizens of said city, as additional Councilmen, who shall 
serve for three years ; and said Judge shall have authority 
to fill any vacancy that may happen in such number ; and 
the twenty-one persons so elected and appointed shall be 
the city council:] (See Supplement, May ii, 1872, Sec- 
tion 7 ; these made elective). Provided, That no compen- 
sation shall be allowed or paid to any member of the council, 
all of whom shall hold their respective offices until their 
successors shall be chosen, or appointed and qualified ; and 
from and after said election, the powers, offices and duties of 
the Burgess, Auditors, High Constable and Council of the 
borough of Wilkes-Barre, and those of the several officers 
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by them appointed, shall cease and expire, except as here- 
inbefore and hereinafter provided ; and said election and 
all subsequent city elections shall be governed^ as to the man- 
ner of holding the same, by the laws of this Commonwealth 
regulating township elections; and the first election shall be 
holden by judges and inspectors appointed by the President 
Judge of the Court of Quarter Sessions of Luzerne coun- 
ty, at least ten days before said first election, whq is here- 
by authorized and required to appoint the same ; the places 
for holding the election shall be as follows, to wit : for the 

First wardy at the school house on Courtright avenue; 
for the 

Second ward, at the house of Edward Boyle, on Parsons 
road ; for the 

Third ward, at Neal McCabe's hotel, on Market street; 
for the 

Fourth ward, at the Luzerne house ; for the 

Fifth ward, at the Exchange hotel ; for the 

Sixth ward, at the house of James Peoples, on Market 
street ; for the 

Seventh ward, at the Engine house, on South street; 
for the 

Eighth ward, at the Bristol House; (now at the Old Fell 
House, corner Washington and Northampton streets;) 
for the 

Ninth ward, at the house now occupied by Daniel Shov- 
lin, on Northampton street, (now at the Mount Pleasant 
House, on Northampton street) ; for the 

Tenth ward, at the house of M. Andes, on River street ; 
for the 

Eleventh ward, at the Engine house, on Cinderella 
street; for the 

Twelfth ward, at the school house, on Oregon street, 
(now at the house of John Goeckle, on Main street) ; for the 

Thirteenth ward, at the house of Patrick McGrath, on 
Lehigh street, (now at the office of the Coalville Passen- 
ger Railroad Company, corner Hazle and Douglass 
streets); for the 



Fourteenth ward^ at the school house, on Parrish street, 
(now two districts ; for the first district at the hr tel of P, 
McCaffrey, corner of Hazle and Blackman streets ; for the 
second, at the Parrish street school house) ; for the 

Fifteenth ward, at the school house, on Blackman road, 
(now at the Van Leer House, on South Main street.) 

Section 5. That the legislative powers of said city 
and corporation shall be vested in the City Council there- 
of, and a majority of the members being present shall con- 
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business; the City 
Council shall choose annually one of their nurpber to pre- 
side at their deliberations, who shall vote as other mem- 
bers ; and no act, by-law or ordinance shall be valid, unless 
passed by a majority of the members present, legally as- 
sembled. 

Section 6. Every bill, which shall have passed the 
Council, shall, within three days, be presented to the Mayor j 
who shall, if he approve, sign the same; if he shall not ap^ 
prove, he shall return it with his objections to the Council, 
.who shall enter the objections at large upon its minutes, 
and proceed to reconsider it, when, if two-thirds of that 
body shall agree to pass the same, it shall become a law, 
but in all cases the votes of the Council shall be by yeas 
and nays, and the names of the persons voting for or 
against the bill shall be entered on the minutes of the 
Council ; if any such ordinance or by-law shall not be re- 
turned by the Mayor, at the next stated meeting of the 
Council, after it shall be presented to him, the same shall 
be of force in like manner as if he had signed it. 

Section 7. The Council shall appoint all police officers 
in said city, the mimber to be fixed by the Council; the said 
Council shall at its first annual meeting, and annually 
thereafter, choose by vote, taken viva voce, a city Treasurer, 
to serve for one year, who shall give a bond in the sum of 
not less than twenty thousand dollars, with security, to be 
approved by the President Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas of Luzerne county. 

Section 8. That stated meetings of the Council shall 
be holden for the transaction of business once each month, 



and as often, and at such place in said city, as shall be pro- 
vided by ordinances thereof, and the doors of the hall of 
the said Council shall be open for the admission of all or- 
derly and peaceable citizens who may choose to attend 
the sessions thereof ; and the said Council may provide by 
ordinance for the punishment, by fine, of any person or 
persons who shall, by any disorderly conduct, disturb the 
sessions, and the Council may expel such person or persons 
from the hall and its sessions. 

Section 9. That said Council shall appoint a clerk 
who shall make and keep a full record of its proceedings, 
recording the names of the members present ; and all the 
ordinances, by-laws, rules and regulations of said Council 
shall be signed by the Mayor ^nd the President of the 
Council, and attested by the Clerk, and published in one 
or more of the newspapers of said city, and recorded within 
thirty days after the passing thereof, in a book to be pro- 
vided for that purpose by said corporation, and to be kept by 
the Mayor; otherwise the same shall not be valid ; nor shall 
any such ordinance, by-law, rule or regulation be in force 
until it shall be so recorded and published ; and said book 
shall be kept for the inspection, without charge, of all per- 
sons interested ; and the said record shall be deemed and 
taken as sufficient evidence of the passing and publication 
of all such ordinances, by-laws, rules and regulations. 

Section 10. That all and singular Acts of the Assent'- 
bly respecting the borough of Wilkes-Barrc^ and the ordi- 
nances, by-laws y rules and regulations of the same, as they ex- 
isted at and immediately before the passage of this act, except 
in so far as the same are hereby altered, repealed and sup- 
plied, shall be and remain in force in said city in the same 
manner, and with the same effect, as if this act had not been 
passed ; Provided, that the said ordinances, by-laws, rules 
and regulations shall, within four months after the passage 
of this act, be recorded and published as aforesaid. 

Section ii. That the Mayor shall have the jurisdic- 
tion and power, and it shall be his duty to try and deter- 
mine all actions, fines, penalties or forfeitures imposed by 
the laws of this Commonwealth relating to said city or im- 
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posed by any of the ordinances, by-laws, rules and regulations 
thereof, and to issue execution to one of the constables of the 
said city, for the collection of any judgment in the premises, 
to be collected in the same manner as judgment of Justices 
of the Peace, founded on trespass or trover are now by la^v 
collected ; and the constable to whom such execution may 
issue shall be liable thereon, in the same manner as if 
founded on such judgment in trover or trespass ; and the 
said Mayor shall also have the ci'itninal jurisdiction of the 
Aldermen and Justices of the Peace in all cases of offense 
as committed in said city, and for the preservation of the 
peace thereof, and he shall be entitled to the same fees as 
Justices of the Peace for similar services, and shall exercise 
all the powers which belonged to the Burgess of the borough of 
Wilkes-Barre, before the passage of this act, except in so far 
as the same is hereby repealed. 

Section 12. All the estate and property whatsoever, 
whether real, personal or mixed, and all choses of action, 
claim or demands of the borough of Wilkes-Barre, are 
hereby vested in the corporation or body politic of the 
city of Wilkes-Barre ; and all judgments, claims or demands 
whatsoever against the said borough, are hereby trans- 
ferred to, and shall continue and may be prosecuted against 
said city as fully and completely as they could have been 
against said borough if this act had never been passed. 

Section 13. That the mode of enforcing payment of 
any judgment against said city shall be the same as it is 
or hereafter may be provided by law, for enforcing payment 
of judgments against the several toivnships of this Common- 
wealth. 

Section 14. That if any person shall think himself 
aggrieved by any judgment rendered against him by the 
Mayor, or any Alderman or Justice of the Peace of said 
city, such person may appeal from said judgment to the 
Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne county in the same 
manner and subject to the same restrictions as if said judg- 
ment had been obtained before a Justice of the Peace of 
the county of Luzerne. 



Section 15. That whenever a majority, or more, of 
the freeholders residing on lands adjacent to said city of 
Wilkes-Barre desire to have the same embraced within the 
city limits, they shall present their petition in writing to 
the City Council, setting forth the facts and expressing 
their desire to have the territory described in their petition 
embraced within the city limits; whereupon the Council 
may, at its next stated meeting, pass an ordinance extend- 
ing the boundary line of the city so as to enclose the ter- 
ritory so described ; and the same shall thenceforth form 
part of the city proper, and^he inhabitants thereof be en- 
titled to alljthe rights, liberties and privileges of said city, 
and form part of the ward to which the territory is an- 
nexed. 

Section 16. That before any street, lane or alley shall 
be opened or vacated by direction of the officers of said 
city, except by the consent in writing of the owners of 
land over which the same may pass, they shall apply to 
the Court of Quarter Sessions of Luzerne county, by peti- 
tion, setting forth the location of said street, lane or alley, 
and the names of the owners of the grounds ; whereupon 
the court shall appoint five disinterested citizens of said city, 
who, after giving ten days' notice, to be posted on the premises, 
of the time and place of meeting to said owners, and being 
first duly sworn to perform their duties with impartiality 
and fidelity, shall proceed to view the premises described 
in said petition, regarding the advantages and disadvan- 
tages caused to the several properties adjoining said street, 
lane or alley, and shall estimate and allow all persons in- 
jured thereby such damages as they shall have sustained over 
and above all advantages, and also make assessments for 
contribution upon all such properties as shall be benefited 
by the opening, widening, vacating or extension of said 
street, lane or alley, such sums respectively as they may 
have been benefited over and above all, disadvantages. 
(See Section ist of Supplement, April 4, 1872.) 

Section 17. That there shall be elected one Alder- 
man in each of the wards of said city, who shall be com- 
missioned in the same manner as Justices of the Peace of 



d 



4 ^ 



. /• y rL 



lO 

this Commonwealth ; Provided^ that no Alderman shall be 
elected or commissioned in the wards where a Justice of 
the Peace is now in commission in said city, until the time 
for which such Justice has been commissioned shall expire ; 
and until such times said Justice shall be taken and held 
to be an Alderman within the meaning of this act. 

Section i8. The electors of each of said wards shall 
elect annually^ at the usual time and place, in addition to 
other ward and city offices herein elsewhere provided for, 
one person to serve as Judge of Election^ and two persons 
to serve as Inspectors, in the manner now provided by law, 
and one person to serve as Constable, who shall perform 
all the duties appertaining to the said offices. 

Section 19. The Council shall have power, and are 
hereby directed to fix the compensation to be paid to all officers 
required by this charter, or the by-laws or ordinances made 
in pursuance thereof, not otherwise provided by lazv. 

Section 20. The President Judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas of Luzerne county shall, at the April term 
of said court, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-two, and every third year thereafter, at the said 
term, appoint one person to be Assessor and two persons 
to be Assistant Assessors for said city, who shall hold their 
offices respectively for three years ; and in case of a vacancy 
by death, resignation or refusal to serve, or otherwise, the 
said Judge shall fill the same by appointment for the un- 
expired term. The said Assessor and his assistants shall 
make and return their assessments to the office of the Coun-, 
ty Commissioners as now required by law, which said assess- 
ment shall include all property subject to taxation for State^ 
county and municipal or other purposes, and upon which all 
taxes shall be levied within said city ; and such Assessors 
shall perform all duties now required by law of Assessors. 

Section 21. That the Mayor of said city shall have 
full power to take and receive the acknowledgment and 
probate of all deeds or other instruments of writing, as is 
now by law conferred upon Justices of the Peace of the 
several count es of this Commonwealth. 
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Section 22. That no Alderman, or any person hold- 
ing any office of profit under the charter, by-laws or ordi- 
nances of said city, the emoluments whereof are paid out 
of the treasury thereof, shall be competent to serve as a 
member of the City Council. 

Section 23. That the Mayor or Alderman of said 
city, who shall be guilty of a misdemeanor in office,, shall 
be liable to removal from office upon indictment and con- 
viction for such misdemeanor, and such removal shall be 
made part of the sentence of the court. 

Section 24. That it shall be a misdemeanor in office 
for the Mayor or any member of the Council to be a party, • 
either directly or indirectly, to any contract or other trans- 
action, the compensation for which is payable out of the 
city treasury. 

Section 25. That all persons elected or appointed to 
any office-in said city, shall, in addition to the usual oath 
of office, be sworn to support the Constitution of the United 
States and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, before 
entering upon the duties of said office or appointment. 

Section 26. That said Council shall, once in every 
year, cause to be published in two newspapers published in 
said city, a just and true abstract of the Auditors' report 
on th^ accounts for the. preceding year, showing the re- 
ceipts, expenditures and financial condition of the city. 

Section 27. The power of the corporation shall be 
vested in the corporate officers designated in the charter, 
to wit : the Mayor and the City'Council ; they shall have 
power — (See Section 2, Supplement, for additional 
powers). 

First, To make suck » laws^ ordinances, by-laws, rules and 
regulations, not incousistent with the laws of this Common- 
wealth, as they shall deem necessary for the good government 
of said city, ^ 

Second, To lay out, survey, enact and ordain such roads, 
streets, alleys, courts and common sewers as they may 
deem necessary, and to provide for and ordain the widen- 
ing of the same. 



12 

f 

Third, To prohibit the erection or other construction of 
any building or work of excavation, or other obstruction 
to the opening, widening, straightening and convenient use 
thereof, of any road street or alley. 

Fourth, To regulate the roads, streets, lanes, alleys, 
courts, common sewers, foot walks, pavements, gutters, 
culverts and drains, and the heights, grades, widths, slopes 
and forms thereof ; and also the paving of such streets as 
may be deemed advisable. 

Fifth, To require and direct the grading, curbing, paving 
and guttering of the side or foot walks by the owner or 
owners of the lots of ground respectively fronting thereon, 
in accordance with the general regulations prescribed. 

Sixth, To cause the same to be done, on the failure of 
the owners thereof, within the time prescribed by the gene- 
ral regulations, and to collect the costs of the work and 
materials, with twenty per centum advance, in the same 
manner as is now provided for collecting the same in the 
borough of Wilkes-Barre, the costs of building sewers in- 
cluded. 

Seventh, To make all needful regulations respecting the 
foundations and party walls of buildings, and respecting 
vaults, cesspools, sinks, drains and partition fences. 

Eighth, To enter upon the lands and premises of any 
person or persons for the purposes authorized by this act 
by themselves and their duly appointed agents. 

Ninth, To prohibit and otherwise regulate the running 
at large of horses, cattle, sheep, swine, geese, dogs and 
other animals^ and to authorize their seizure and sale for 
the benefit of the city. 

Tenth, To authorize and direct the killing of dogs run- 
ning at large contrary to the regulations of the city. 

Eleventh, To make all needful regulations respecting 
markets, the hawking and peddling of market produce and 
other articles in the city, and for' the inspection and mea- 
surement of cordwood, the weight of hay, coal and other 
articles sold or offered for sale in the city. 
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Twelfth, To regulate, annually, the scales, weights and 
measures within the city, according to the standard of the 
Comnionwealth. 

Thirteenth, To prohibit and remove any obstructions in 
the highways and any nuisance or offensive matter, whether 
in the highways or in public or private grounds, and to re- 
quire the removal of the same by the owners or occupiers 
of such grounds ; in default of which the corporation may 
cause the same to be done and collect the cost thereof, 
with twenty per centum advance thereon, in the same 
manner as herein provided for the costs of pavements made 
by the corporation. 

Fourteenth. To prohibit within the city the carrying on 
of any manufacture, art, trade or business which may be 
noxious or offensive to the inhabitants, the manufacture, 
sale or exposure of fireworks or other inflammable or dan- 
gerous articles, and to limit and prescribe the quantities 
that may be kepL 

Fifteenth, To make such regulations relative to accumu- 
lations of manure, compost and the like in barns, stable 
yards and other places, and to prohibit the keeping of hogs 
within the city, or within such limits within the same as 
they may prescribe. 

Sixteenth, To prohibit within the city the burial or in- 
terment of deceased persons, or within such partial limits 
within the same as they may from time to time prescribe, 
and to regulate the depth of graves. 

Seventeenth, To make such other regulations as may be 
necessary for the health and cleanliness of the city. 

Eighteenth, To make regulations relative to the manage- 
ment of fires as they may deem proper, and to appropriate 
money for the purchase of fire engines for the use of said 
city and fire companies. 

Nineteenth, To regulate and prohibit the exhibition of 
plays, shows, mountebanks, jugglers and all other exhibi- 
tions within the city. 

Twentieth, To establish a police force, to light the 
streets, and make all needful regulations for the protection 
of the lamps. 
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Twenty-first, To impose fines and penalties and remit 
the same ; to provide or erect a lock-up house for the tem- 
porary detention of persons committed by the proper cor- 
porate officers or by the Justices of the Peace or Aldermen 
within the city ; Provided^ That no person shall be confined 
within such lock-up house for a longer period than forty- 
eight hours at any one time. 

Twenty-second. To appoint and remove such officers, pre- 
scribe their duties, and allow them such compensation as 
they may deem necessary to secure the peace, order and 
well being of the inhabitants, and to enforce the ordinances 
and regulations of the city. 

Twenty-third, To prescribe such fees as they may think 
proper for the services of their officers in the adjustment 
of the grades, curbs, lines, party walls, partitions, fences 
and the like, and to enforce the payment of the same. 

Twenty-fourth, [To levy and collect annually, for city- 
purposes, any tax not exceeding one per centum on the 
dollar on the valuation assessed for county purposes as now 
is or may be provided by law ; all property, offices, profes- 
sions and persons made taxable by the laws of the Com- 
monwealth for county taxes and levies, shall be taxable 
after the same manner, for city purposes ; Provided, never- 
theless, that no more money shall be appropriated or ap- 
plied for repairs of streets, alleys, gutters or sidewalks, or 
for opening, widening, lighting, paving or improving streets, 
alleys, or for any other city purposes, except city buildings, 
in any ward of the city than shall be raised by taxation of 
the inhabitants and property in the ward where such im- 
provements shall be made.] (Repealed, Section 2, para- 
graph I, Supplement). 

Twenty-fifth. To levy and collect annually a tax on the 
owners of dogs and bitches, not exceeding three dollars on 
the owner of but one dog, or five dollars on the owner of 
but one bitch, and to levy and collect such additional tax 
on the owners of more than one dog or bitch, and in such 
ratio of increase as they may deem proper. 

Twenty-sixth. To borrow money for the purpose of erect- 
ing city buildings, not exceeding one hundred thousand 
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dollars, and to issue bonds therefor having not less than 
ten years to run, bearing interest at not exceeding eight 
per centum ; Provided^ That the same shall not be dis- 
posed of at less than par value, and that the said bonds 
shall be free from taxation except for State purposes. 

Section 28. The First, Second, Third, Sixth and 
Ninth wards, and the remaining portion of the north dis- 
trict of Wilkes-Barre township, shall constitute an inde- 
pendent school district, to be called the First School Dis- 
trict of the City of Wilkes-Barre, over which the school 
directors now serving for the north district of Wilkes-Barre 
township shall have control until their several terms shall 
expire ; and whenever vacancies shall occur an election 
shall be held by the citizens of said wards and north dis- 
trict to fill such vacancies. The Thirteenth, Fourteenth 
and [Fifteenth] wards and the remaining portion of the 
south district of Wilkes-Barre township, shall constitute an- 
independent school district, to be called the Second School 
District of the City of Wilkes-Barre, over which the school 
directors now serving for the south district of Wilkes-Barre 
township shall have control until the expiration of their 
several terms ; and whenever vacancies shall occur an elec- 
tion shall be held by the citizens of said wards and south 
district to fill such vacancies. (Fifteenth ward annexed to 
Fourteenth. See Supplement, May 4, 1872, Section 13). 
The Fourth, Fifth, Seventh, Eighth, Tenth, Eleventh and 
Twelfth wards shall constitute an independent school dis- 
trict to be called the Third School District of the City of 
Wilkes-Barre, over which the school directors now serving 
for Wilkes-Barre borough shall have control until the ex- 
piration of their several terms ; and whenever vacancies 
shall occur an election shall be held by the citizens of the 
said wards to fill such vacancies. (See Section 3, of Supple- 
ment, May, 1872. Twelfth ward was divided and part 
called the Fifteenth). The election for School Directors 
aforesaid shall \be held on and after the first Tuesday of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-two, at the 
time and place of holding the general city election ; and 
the School Directors now serving shall allot themselves, 
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in the First district, as follows : one thereof shall represent 
the Ninth ward, one thereof shall represent the north dis- 
trict of the township of Wilkes-Barre, and one each of 
the other wards ; in the Second district, the directors 
shall allot themselves, one to the south district of the 
township of Wilkes-Barre, one to the Fifteenth ward, and 
two each to the Thirteenth and Fourteenth wards ; in the 
Third district, the directors shall allot themselves as fol- 
lows : two each to the Fourth and Seventh wards, and one 
to each of the other wards ; and as vacancies occur, one 
directqr shall be elected from each ward and the north dis- 
trict of Wilkes-Barre township; in the First district, two 
each from the Thirteenth and Fourteenth wards, one from 
the Fifteenth ward and one from the south district of 
Wilkes-Barre township in the Second School District of 
the City of Wilkes-Barre, and one from each ward in the 
Third School District of the City of Wilkes-Barre, so that 
the number of directors in the First district shall be six, 
in the Second district six, and the Third district seven, 
after the expiration of the terms of the present directors; 
and each district shall be and continue an independent 
school district. 

Section 29. The President Judge of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas of Luzerne county, shall, immediately after the 
passage of this act, and every third year thereafter, at the 
April term of said court, appoint one person to be denom- 
inated Receiver of Taxes, to serve for three years; he shall 
collect and receive all taxes, levies and public assessments 
payable and receivable within the li^nits of said city, for Stnte, 
county y school y poor^ city, special, and all other purposes, and 
shall have and exercise all the powers now conferred by lavo 
upon collectors of school taxes within this Commonwealth; he 
shall have an office [in the F'ifth ward of said city], which 
shall be open during business hours for the receipt of taxes, 
and he shall be allowed a commission of no more than two 
and one-half per centum upon all amounts collected by him ; 
he shall pay over on the Saturday of each week to the officers 
respectively authorized by law to receive the same, all taxes 
and sums of money received by him; he shall give a bond to 
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the Commonwealth in the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars, with two or more sufficient sureties, to be approved 
by the President Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of 
Luzerne county, conditioned for the faithful performance 
of hig duties according to law^ and for the payment of all 
taxes, rates, assessments and levies received by him, which 
bond shall be filed in the office of the Mayor of said city, 
for the use of persons, bodies politic and corporations in 
whose behalf he may collect or receive money ; upon all 
taxes paid before the first day of August in each year he 
shall deduct five per centum and shall add interest from 
September first in each year to all taxes unpaid on the first 
day of November in each year, and shall settle the several 
duplicates and pay over the amounts thereof, deducting 
exonerations and commissions for collections^ on or before 
the first day of January in each year; the said receiver 
shall have no power or authority to exonerate any person 
or body politic from the payment of any tax assessed and 
levied against him or them. (An office located by City 
Council. See Supplement, May 1872, Section 6). 

Section 30. The return judges from the several wards 
shall meet together at the place where the council hold 
their meetings in said city, at two o'clock in the afternoon 
of the day succeeding election, and there add together the 
votes given for the several officers to be elected by the 
united votes of the several wards in respect to each office, 
and file their returns with the clerk of the council and give 
certificates to the persons duly elected ; and the proceed- 
ings for contesting the election of any city officer shall be 
the same as is now provided by the law in case of contested 
election of Prothonotary of the Court of Common Pleas. 
(See election laws.) 

Section 31. It shall be the duty of the President Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas of Luzerne county, as soon 
as may be after the passage of this act, and annually there- 
after, at the April term of said court, to appoint one per- 
son who shall be a qualified elector, in each ward, as As- 
sessor, who shall perform all and only the duties required 
of assessors in pursuance of an Act of the General Assem- 
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bly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania entitled "An 
Act further Supplement to the Act relative to the Elec- 
tions of this Commonwealth" approved the seventh day of 
April, anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and six- 
ty-nine, and the supplements thereto, all the provisions of 
which said act of Assembly shall apply and extend to all 
elections held under the provisions of this act. 

JAMES H. WEBB, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
WILLIAM A. WALLACE, 

Speaker of the Senate, 
Approved the fourth day of May, anno Domini one thou- 
sand eight hundred and seventy-one. 

JOHN W. GEARY. 



A SUPPLEMENT 

TO AN ACT ENTITLED ** AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE 

CITY OF WILKES-BARRE." 

(Pamphlet Laws 1872, page 740). 

Section i. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania^ in Gen- 
eral Assembly mety and it is hereby enacted by the authority 
of the same : Viewers appointed, as required by the six- 
teenth section of said act, shall make report to the Court 
of Quarter Sessions ; and the proceedings in said court, 
upon said report, shall be the same as fixed by law for re- 
ports of viewers under the general act regulating boroughs 
and its supplements ; the damages awarded and contribu- 
tions assessed, when confirmed, shall be collected and paid 
in the same manner as provided under the acts of Assem- 
bly relating to such matters in the borough of Wilkes- 
Barre. 

Section 2. In addition to the corporate powers hereto- 
fore granted, the Council of said city shall be authorized — 

First, In place of the twenty-fourth paragraph of the 
twenty-seventh section, which is hereby repealed, to levy 
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and collect annually, for city purposes, any tax not exceed- 
ing two per centum on the dollar of the valuation assessed 
for county purposes, as now is or may be provided by law; 
all property, offices, professions and persons made taxable 
by the laws of this Commonwealth for county taxes and 
levies, shall be taxable after the same manner for city pur- 
poses ; Provided^ nevertheless, That no more money shall be 
appropriated or applied, in any year, for repairs of streets, 
alleys, gutters or sidewalks, or for opening, widening, light- 
ing, paving or improving streets, alleys or gutters, or for 
any other city purposes, except city buildings, sewer-mains 
and bridges, costing over five hundred dollars, in any ward 
of the city, than shall be raised by taxation or assessment 
of the inhabitants and property in the ward where such ex- 
penditures and improvements shall be made. 

Second, To assess and collect the cost of grading, pav- 
ing, guttering, et cetera, done upon or in front of premises 
owned by the county of Luzerne within said city, in the 
same manner as from properties of individuals or corpora- 
tions. 

Third, To require by ordinance or other general regu- 
lation that the owners or lessees of cars, carts, drays, wa- 
gons, carriages, omnibuses, coaches, sleighs, sleds or other 
vehicles of burden or pleasure let for hire, or employed or 
used in carrying articles or persons for pay ; and also the 
owners, occupants or lessees of bowling alleys and billiard 
tables for the use of which pay is demanded ; and also auc- 
tioneers or other vendors of merchandise or articles by 
outcry or bidding ; and also all other places of business or 
amusement conducted for profit, shall be annually regis- 
tered and licensed, and required to pay into the city trea- 
sury for police purposes, such sums respectively, for such 
licenses, as may be established in the ordinance or any 
other general regulation. 

Fourth. To borrow money to fund the indebtedness, of 
the borough and city of Wilkes-Barre, and to issue city 
bonds to an amount not exceeding one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, and in sums of not less than five hundred 
dollars, and having not more than thirty years to run. 
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bearing interest not exceeding eight per centum per an- 
num, and with or wkhout coupons attached ; the bonds 
may be registered in the name of the person to whom 
issued, payable to him or his duly accredited agent or as- 
signee, or issued to bearer, and be transferable by delivery 
from hand to hand without assignment, and shall be exempt 
from all taxes except for State purposes; and the Council, 
on or before their first meeting in July of each year, shall, 
by proper resolutions appropriate sufficient of the amount 
of taxes levied for the year to the payment of the accruing 
interest upon all such bonds issued, and thereafter during 
the year such amount as collected shall be retained and 
applied to the payment of such interest only. 

Fifth, To fix and change from time to time the places 
for holding elections in the several wards; Provided^ That 
notice shall be given of any change by advertisement in at 
least two newspapers in said city for three full weeks prior 
to any election, and a certified copy of the resolution 
changing any polling place shall be filed with the Clerk of 
the Court of Quarter Sessions of Luzerne county, and 
another with the Sheriff of said county, at least forty days 
prior to any general election. 

Section 3. The territory comprising the Fifteenth ward 
of said city, is hereby annexed to and made a part of the 
Fourteenth ward, and consolidated therewith, and all the 
provisions of the act to which this is a supplement, relating 
to said Fifteenth ward as a separate ward, are hereby re- 
pealed. 

Section 4. All the territory of the Twelfth ward lying 
southerly of the line of Wood street, northwesterly fronn 
Main street to the Carey town road; thence along said road 
northeasterly to the roadway of the Plymouth and Wilkes- 
Barre Railroad and Bridge Company ; thence along said 
roadway northwesterly to the Susquehanna river, is hereby 
set off and established as a separate ward, to be designated 
the Fifteenth ward of said city ; and the place for holding 
the elections therein is fixed at the school house, on Ore- 
gon street, and the place for holding elections in the 
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Twelfth ward is fixed at the house of John Goeckle, on 
Main street. 

Section 5. The southeast line of the city on the south- 
east lines of the Second, Third and Sixth wards, shall be 
the roadway of the Nanticoke railroad, in place of the Em- 
pire road and its projection; the division line between the 
Second and Third wards shall be the Parsons road and 
Hillard's lane, in place of the Parsons road and the line 
between lots numbers forty-three and forty-four ; the 
division lines between the Third and Sixth wards and be- 
tween the Sixth and Ninth wards, are extended to meet 
the roadway of the Nanticoke railroad; and the additional 
territory included shall be annexed to the respective wards, 
and the portions of the Second and Third wards excluded, 
shall revert to the north district of Wilkes-Barre township. 

Section 6. The Receiver of Taxes may have his office 
in such place as may be approved by the Council, and the 
clause of the twenty-ninth section of the original act, re- 
quiring the receiver to hold his office in the Fifth ward of 
said city ^*s hereby repealed. 

Section 7. Upon the expiration of the terms of office 
of the councilmen appointed by the President Judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas, or in case of vacancy in any 
oi their number, their successors shall be elected as follows : 
The said city is hereby divided into five districts : 

The First, Second, Third and Fifth wards shall consti- 
tute the First district, and shall be entitled to elect one 
member ; 

The Fourth and Seventh wards shall constitute the 
Second district, and shall be entitled to elect two mem- 
bers; 

The Sixth, Eighth and Ninth wards shall constitute the 
Third district, and shall be entitled to elect one member ; 

The Tenth, Twelfth and Fifteenth wards shall constitute 
the Fourth District, anci shall be entitled to elect one 
member ; 

The Eleventh, Thirteenth and Fourteenth wards shall 
constitute the Fifth district, and shall be entitled to elect 
one member ; and as vacancies occur in the number prior to 



22 

the expiration of their terms of office, they shall be filled 
by election in the several districts in their numerical order, 
except where represented by resident appointees. 

WILLIAM ELLIOTT, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

JAMES S. RUTAN, 

Speaker of the Senate. 
Approved the second day of April, anno Domini one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-two. 

JNO. W, GEARY. 
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BOROUGH OF WILKES-BARRE. 

INCORPORATED MARCH 17TH, 1806. 

(See p. L.. 1806, page 529.) 

April 14th, 1855, th^ Court decreed that the Charter of 
the Borough be altered and amended " subject to the re- 
strictions and to possess the powers and privileges imposed 
and conferred'* by act of 3d April, 185 1 — except that the 
following provisions of existing Acts of Assembly regula- 
ting said borough should be and remain in force, that is to 
say: 

In case of vacancy an election shall be held to supply 
such vacancy at the next succeeding election. A majority 
of the Council shall constitute a quorum. 



CITY OF WILKES-BARRE. 

INCORPORATED MAY 4TH, 1 8/ 1. 

(See p. L., page 539.) 

Section io. Provides, That all and singular the Acts of 
Assembly respecting the Borough of Wilkes-Barre, except 
in so far as the same are thereby altered, repealed or sup- 
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plied, shall be and remain in force in said city in the same 
mann/er and with the same effect as if this act had not 
been passed. 



The following acts and parts of acts have not been so 
repealed, altered or supplied, and are therefore still in 
force : 

AN ACT REGULATING BOROUGHS. 

APPROVED APRIL 3, 1 85 1. 

(See P. L., page 320.) 

Section i. Confers power on the boroughs : 

First. To have succession by its corporate name perpet- 
ually. 

Second, To sue and be sued, to complain and defend in 
all courts of record and elsewhere. 

Third, To make and use a common seal and alter the 
same at pleasure. 

Fourth, To hold, purchase and convey such real and 
personal estate as the purposes of the borough shall require, 
not exceeding the amounts limited in its charter. 

(Section 2 is embraced in the Act of 1871.) 

Section 3. Makes it the duty of the corporate officers • 

Paragraph 6. To give due and reasonable personal no- 
tice of all orders and regulations affecting particular indi- 
viduals. 

Paragrayh 7. To make a draft or plan of the roads, 
streets, lanes, alleys and courts opened and laid out, with 
every explanation necessary to a full understanding of the 
same, which draft or plan shall be kept by the clerk, and 
shall be open to public inspection when required. 

Paragraph 8. To give due and personal notice to all 
persons resident in the borough, directly interested there- 
in, of any proposition to fix or change the roads, streets, 
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lanes or courts, or in the grading or other regulation there- 
of, and to designate a time and place when they shall be 
heard in relation thereto ; and in the case of persons not 
residing in the borough, such notice shall be given to the 
occupants of the respective premises by them held affected 
by such proposition, or if unoccupied, by written or printed 
notices conspicuously posted upon such premises. 

Paragraph 9. To appoint a time and place, of which due 
notice shall be given, for the hearing of appeals in relation 
to the assessment of taxes, by such corporate officers, not 
less than three of whom they may designate, who shall 
have power to grant such relief as may to them seem proper. 

Paragraph 10. "To fix from time to time the amount 
of security to be given by the Treasurer, High Constable, 
[the Collector of taxes,] and their compensation," and to 
direct the publication of the accounts of the Treasurer an- 
nually, and the mode of publication. 

Section 7. In the absence of the principal corporate 
officer, and in case of vacancy or inability of the same, the 
second burgess or other officer designated in the charter, 
or by the by-laws of the corporation for that purpose, shall 
exercise the like powers and perform the like duties. 

Section 10. Says the Treasurer shall keep a just account 
of his receipts and disbursements and shall annually sub- 
mit his accounts to the borough Auditors, to be audited 
and examined by them, and shall publish the same in the 
manner directed by the corporation, and shall pay over all 
moneys remaining in his hands, and deliver all books, pa- 
pers, accounts and other things belonging to the corpora- 
tion, to his successor. 

Section 13. That the High Constable shall give bond 
with surety as required by the corporation ; he shall have 
the power and authority of constables of the several town- 
ships in the proper county ; he shall serve the notices re- 
quired by this act, and attest the services of the same by 
affidavit in writing signed by him and deposited with the 
secretary of the corporation. 
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GENERAL PROyiSIONS. 

Section 27. That the powers and duties of the corpo- 
ration shall be subject to the following provisions : 

First. Private property shall not be taken for the use or 
purpose of the corppration without the consent of the own- 
ers, or until just compensation shall be made therefor ac- 
cording to the laws of this Commonwealth. 

Second, Complaint may be made at the next Court of 
Quarter Sessions of the proper county, by any person, 
upon entering into recognizance with sufficient security 
according to law to prosecute the same with effect, and for 
the payment of costs and any grievance in consequence of 
any ordinance, regulation or act done, or purporting to be 
done in virtue of this act, and the determination and order 
of the said court thereon shall be conclusive. 

Third, Upon the complaint of any person or persons ag- 
grieved by any regulation under the provisions of this act, 
in relation to the laying out, widening and straightening 
the roads, streets, lanes, alleys, courts and common sewers 
or the opening, grading or other regulations thereof, the 
said court shall take such order as may be just and reason- 
able, and the final order of the said court shall be conclu- 
sive. 

Provided^ That every jury appointed to view, review, lay 
out, widen or straighten, or vacate any road, or part of 
road, in any borough of this Commonwealth, shall have due 
reference to the town plot herein authorized and directed, 
and to the general arrangement, plan, convenience and ad- 
vantage of the borough, and shall set forth the facts fully 
in their report ; Provided further y that such streets, lanes 
and alleys shall not be opened for public use until the 
damages shall be liquidated ; and upon any amounts due 
or to become due by borough corporations for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, interest shall b^ allowed and paid from the 
date of the adjudication of said damages. 

Fi?urth. The s|ime when duly opened according to law 
Of by agrei&ment of parties, are hereby declared public 
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highways, over which the corporation shall exercise juris- 
diction under the provisions of this act. 

Fifth. It shall not be lawful for any owner or owners, 
occupier or occupiers of lands, buildings or other improve- 
ments to erect any buildings, or make any improvements 
within the lines of the roads, streets, lanes, alleys, courts 
or common sewers laid out, widened or straightened, 
or ordained to be laid out, widened or straightened after 
due notice thereof ; and if any such erection or improve- 
ment shall be made, no allowance shall be made therefor 
in the assessment of damages, but the loss or injury sus- 
tained by the laying out of the same or the enactment of 
such widening or straightening thereof, shall be determined 
by agreement of the parties, or by appeal to the court as 
herein directed ; Provided^ That all damages assessed be- 
yond the valve of the land thus appropriated to public use 
shall be paid by the corporation and the jury shall sepa- 
rately assess the same. 

Section 33. That any borough heretofore incorporated 
may, upon application to the Court of Quarter Sessions, 
become subject to the restrictions and possess the powers 
and privileges conferred by this act ; Provided, That the 
said court may, in their discretion, refuse such apphcation 
on the remonstrance of the inhabitants; And 'provided fur- 
ther, That upon such application being confirmed by the 
said court, the provisions of the former charter shall be an- 
nulled by the decree of the court so far as they are in con- 
flict with the provisions of this act. 



A SUPPLEMENT 

TO AN ACT REGULATING BOROUGHS, APPROVED APRIL 
THIRD, ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND FIFTY- 
ONE. 

(P. L. 1856, page 525.) 

Section 2. That the said viewers shall make report of 
their proceedings in writing to the next session of said 
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court, describing the properties upon which assessments 
have been made, specifically stating whether for contribu- 
tion or for damages, with the amounts respectively, and 
the said court may, at the next session thereafter, or any 
subsequent session, on the hearing of such parties, as choose 
to contest the same, modify, approve and confirm the said 
report, which confirmation shall be final and conclusive 
upon all parties ; and the said burgesses and council may 
proceed to collect all such damages and assessments for 
contribution, in the same manner as other debts due such 
boroughs are by law collectible. 



AN ACT 

TO CONFER ADDITIONAL POWERS UPON THE BURGESS AND 
TOWN COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF WILKES-BAR RE. 

(P. L. 1865, page 725.) 

Section i. Be it enactedy&c, That in addition to the 
authority and powers now vested in the Burgess and Town 
Council of the Borough of Wilkes-Barre, under and by vir- 
tue of the Act of Assembly, approved the third day of 
April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
one, entitled " An Act Regulating Boroughs," and under 
and by virtue of all other acts of the General Assembly 
relating to said borough, the said the Burgess and Town 
Council shall have and are hereby vested with authority to 
enact and enforce, by penalties, by them to be fixed^ ordi- 
nances and regulations, as follows, to wit : 

First, To prohibit the erection, construction, enlarge- 
ment, extension or location, of wooden, or part wooden, 
buildings, in any and every portion of said borough, by 
ordinance, from time to time designated ; and to direct and 
superintend, by the council or committee of council, in ac- 
cordance with an ordinance or ordinances duly enacted in 
that behalf, the materials and character and thickness of 
walls and party walls, and location of buildings now being 
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erected and constructed and hereafter to be erected and 
c( nstructed. 

Second. To fix the grade, character and kinds of side- 
walks and adjacent ditches and drains to be constructed 
and maintained in said borough, and change the same from 
time to time, and to provide by ordinance, under penalties, 
in such ordinances to be set forth, by whom and in what 
time such sidewalks, ditches and drains shall be constructed, 
maintained and repaired ; and by such ordinance to pro- 
vide and ordain, that in default of the owner in fee simple, 
or the tenant for life, or for years, or the tenant in dower, 
or by the courtesy, or the tenant in fee, for life, for years, 
in dower or by the courtesy, present, future, expectant or 
contingent, neglecting or refusing to construct, maintain 
repair any sidewalk, ditch or drain, of the material, width, 
depth, thickness and dimensions in such ordinance set forth, 
after the notice given in said ordinance provided, the said 
the burgess and town council may proceed to construct, 
maintain or repair such sidewalk, ditch or drain and recover 
the costs thereof, together with such additional sum not 
exceeding one hundred per centum upon the costs thereof, 
as in and by such ordinance shall be named, out, of and 
from any one or more of the parties hereinbefore named ; 
and the said costs thereof and additional sum or percent- 
age may be recovered by the burgess and town council, by 
action of debt, before any Justice of the Peace or Court of 
Common Pleas of the County of Luzerne, in the same 
manner as if the cause of action were a promissory note, 
drawn by the party or parties sued ; and in addition to said 
remedy, the said the burgess and town council may file in 
the Court of Common Pleas of said county, a statement of 
her claim for the costs and additional sum or percentage 
aforesaid, as a lien against the premises therein named, in 
the same form and with like effect as a claim fixed by a 
mechanic, or material man, for work and labor and materials 
furnished, for and in and about the erection and construc- 
tion of a building, under the existing laws of this Com- 
monwealth ; and the collection of such lien may be enforced 
by a writ or writs of scire facias, and subsequent writ or 
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writs of levari facias^ in the form and manner prescribed 
and in use under the existing acts of Assembly relative to 
the liens of mechanics and material men ; and the fees and 
costs under the proceedings herein provided for shall be 
the same amount, and taxable and collectible in the same 
manner, as fees and costs under proceedings aforesaid in 
favor of mechanics and material men ; Provided^ however, 
That the action of debts aforesaid, and the qlaim for a lien 
provided for in this act, may be maintained and filed and 
proceeded upon by writ or writs of summons,- scire facias 
and execution process, against any tenant in fee, or for 
life, of for years, or in dower, or by the courtsey; present or 
future^ expectant or contingent, or against any married 
woman, in the same manner as if she were sole or unmar- 
ried, or against any minor, by guardian duly chosen or ap- 
pointed, or against any two or more of the same ; and the 
purchaser, under and by virtue of a sheriff's sale, upon such 
proceedings, shall take and hold the same title and estate 
in the said premises and appurtenances, as the defendant 
or defendants in such proceedings had and held at the time 
of recovery of judgment or the entry of the lien hereinbe- 
fore provided for ; Provided further^ That all deeds and 
conveyances under this act, be the estate thereby conveyed' 
what it may, shall be executed and acknowledged by the 
sheriff in the same manner as now provided by law for 
deeds of land sold under writs of execution ; And provided 
further^ That if the said the burgess and town council by 
ordinance so provide, the notice to construct, maintain or 
repair sidewalks, drains or ditches as aforesaid, may be suf- 
ficiently given by affixing upon the premises for the period 
in the said ordinance to be named, a written or printed 
statement of the requirement of said council, signed by the 
president or secretary of the corporation and attested with 
the seal thereof; And provided further^ That in all pro- 
ceedings under this act, an affidavit of the secretary of the 
corporation, or high constable of the borough, shall be 
conclusive evidence of the truth of all statements therein 
contained, touching the service of notice or affixing of 
statement in any ordinance provided for, and a deed by the 
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sheriff shall be conclusive evidence as to the truth of all 
proceedings therein recited, in accordance with the provi- 
sions hereof. 

Third, To enact and ordain laws, rules and regulations 
for the government of said borough, and for the conduct 
of citizens thereof and sojourners, and fix penalties for non« 
compliance therewith. 

Fourth, To elect and appoint a Chief of Police of said 
borough, to* hold his office during the will and pleasure of 
the said council, and to pay him such salary or compensa- 
tion as by them may from time to time be fixed ; and to 
approve or reject such subordinate policemen as from time 
to time may be named to the council by such Chief of Po- 
lice, and such subordinate policemen to remove from office 
at their pleasure ; and to enact and ordain a bill of fees 
and charges to be paid for all arrests made and services 
rendered by such Chief of Police or subordinates, and for 
the action of the burgess in pursuance thereof, and to set 
forth by whom and under what circumstances the same 
shall be paid. 

Fifth, To enforce the payment of all fines and costs 
which may be adjudged by the burgess against any viola- 
tor of the laws and ordinances of said borough ; and under 
the sentence of said burgess, by imprisonment in the lock- 
up of said borough or in the jail of the county of Luzerne, 
for such period, not exceeding thirty days, and upon such 
terms as to release of imprisonment as may be fixed in that 
behalf by ordinance. 

Section 2. That the said burgess and chief of police 
and subordinates, duly appointed and a:pproved as afore- 
said, shall, in all proceedings in the courts of this Com- 
monwealth, be deemed and held to be public officers ; and 
that arrests may be made by such chief of police and his 
subordinates for offences against the ordinances of the said 
borough, or against any laws of this Commonwealth, with- 
out complaint or warrant ; he and they being liable, how- 
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ever, as other executive officers of this Commonwealth, 
for any abuse of the power hereby granted. 

ARTHUR G. OLMSTED, 
Speaker of the House ^f Representatives, 
WILLIAM J. TURRELL, 

Speaker of the Senate. 



A SUPPLEMENT 

TO AN ACT TO CONFER ADDITIONAL POWERS UPON THE 
BURGESS AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
WILKES-BARRE, APPROVED TWENTY-THIRD MARCH, ONE 
THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE. 

(See P. L. 1867, page 841.) 

Section i. Be it enacted, &c,. That the Town Council 
of said borough shall have power and authority in addition 
to the powers conferred by the general borough laws and 
the act aforesaid, namely : 

First, To grade, pave or macadamize, in such manner 
as they deem proper, any street, court or alley of said 
borough, and upon completion thereof to assess for contri- 
bution against the respective properties fronting or adja- 
cent thereto, whether improved or unimproved, and the 
owners thereof, the pro rata costs and expenses of said 
grading, paving, et cetera, in front of each respective lot or 
property, according to the front width thereof, to the mid- 
dle of every such street, court or alley ; and in all cases of 
neglect or refusal, for a period of sixty days, to pay and 
reimburse said borough said pro rata costs and expenses, 
said council may file, or cause to be filed, a municipal lien 
therefor, together with twenty per centum additional, and 
proceed to collection of the same, with interest and costs, 
in like manner as provided by section second of said act, 
relating to the construction and repair of sidewalks, ditches, 
drains, et cetera. 

Section 3. At every such annual borough election it 
shall be lawful to elect one borough auditor, to hold office 
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three years, three auditors constituting a full board ; and it 
shall be the duty of said auditors, annually, or before the 
tenth day of April of each year, to audit, settle and adjust 
all claims and accounts whatsoever, by or against the bor- 
ough, the school directors, overseers of the poor, collectors 
of taxes, and any other claims and accounts whatsoever ; 
and for said services said auditors shall each be entitled to 
receive two and one-half dollars for each day's actual ser- 
vice, payable out of the funds of the borough, school direc- 
tors, overseers of the poor, according to the claims or ac- 
counts audited ; it shall be their duty to publish annually, 
a full statement or exhibit of the several accounts so au- 
dited by them, on or before the fifteenth day of April of 
each year. 

Section 7. Whenever, under the provisions of the first 
and second sections of the act relating to opening new 
streets, alleys, et cetera^ in boroughs, passed twenty-fourth 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, the re- 
port of viewers appointed to assess for contribution and 
damages shall have been duly confirmed by the court, it 
shall be the duty of the clerk of the Court of Quarter Ses- 
sions, upon request of said town council, to make a certified 
copy of the assessment for contribution for advantages and 
benefits, in each and every case of delinquency of the own- 
er of adjacent property to pay the sum or sums respectively- 
assessed, which certified copy may be filed and entered 
upon the records of the Court of Common Pleas as a judg- 
ment, collectible as other judgments are collected, with in- 
terest and cost. 
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A FURTHER SUPPLEMENT 

TO AN ACT TO CONFER ADDITIONAL POWERS UPON TH1& 
BURGEES AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
WILKES-BARRE, APPROVED THE FIFTH DAY OF APRIL, 
ANNO DOMINI ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED ANlJ 
SIXTY-SEVEN. 

(See P. L. 1868, page 730.) 

Section 3* Be it enacted^ &c.y That the remedies pro- 
vided for the collection of the costs and penalties incurred 
under the second clause of section first of an act approved 
on the twenty-third day of March, anno Domini one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixty-five, relating to sidewalks, 
ditches and drains within said borough, are hereby extend- 
ed to the collection of the expenses incurred and penalty 
imposed and provided for under the first clause of section 
first of the act to which this is a supplement, relating to 
the excavation and grading and paving of streets, courts 
and alleys In said borough. 

Section 4. That the limits of said borough are hereby 
fixed as follows: Beginning at a point on the Susquehanna 
river, at low water mark, in line with northerly side of 
North street ; thence along North street to the road lead- 
ing to Coal Brook ; thence along the northerly side of said 
road about twenty rods ; thence by a line nearly parallel 
with Canal street to the southerly side of the towing path 
of the canal ; thence along the southerly side of the towing 
path of the North Branch canal to a point in line with the 
division between lots number twenty-two and twenty-three 
of certified Wilkes-Barre ; thence along that line about one 
hundred and fifty-three rods towards the river Susquehan- 
na ; thence by a line parallel with River street to a point 
on the river aforesaid, at low water mark ; thence up the 
said river to the beginning. 

Section 5. All the ordinances, regulations, improve- 
ments and assessments made by the corporate authorities 
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of said borough, from and after the fifth day of March, anno 
Domini one thousand eight hundred and sixty, relating to 
any portion of the territory embraced within the bounda- 
ries aforesaid, are hereby ratified and confirmed and de- 
clared to be valid, the same as if the minutes and records 
of ordinance admitting adjacent territory to said borough, 
adopted on said fifth March, anno Domini one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty, had described by metes and 
bounds the territory of said borough lying southwesterly 
of South street, between low water mark of the Susque- 
hanna river and the southerly side of the towing path of 
the canal, et cetera^ in accordance with the description in 
the sixth section of this act, and as if said ordinance had 
been fully and properly recorded in the ordinance book of 
said borough. 

Section 6. It shall be the duty of the town council, 
within sixty days after the passage of this act, to cause to 
be made an accurate survey and niap of the boundary lines 
of said borough and of the several wards, in conformity 
with this act and the existing borough regulations, and 
upon the adoption and^ approval of the said survey and 
map by the town council, the same shall be recorded in 
the Recorder's office in and for the county of Luzerne. 



AN ACT 

TO ERECT THE TOWN PLOT OF WILKES-BARRE INTO A 

BOROUGH. 

(See P. L. 1806, page 529.) 

Be in enacted^ &c,y *********** 
That the town plot of Wilkes-Barre and its vicinity, in the 
county of Luzerne, shall be and the same hereby is erected 
into a borough, which shall be called 

THE BOROUGH OF WILKES-BARRE, 

bounded and limited as follows : that is to say : — 
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Beginning at a stake at low water mark on the south 
side of the northeast branch of the Susquehanna river, and 
running thence south thirty-four degrees forty minutes 
east ninety -four perches to a stake on the main street ; 
thence on the south side of said street north fifty-five de- 
grrees twenty minutes east twenty-four perches to South 
street ; thence on the south side of said street south thirty- 
four degrees forty minutes east sixty-four perches and two- 
tenths of a perch to the south corner of said town plot ; 
thence on the southeast side of said back street and con- 
tinuing that course fifty-five degrees twenty minutes four 
hundred and five perches to a post where that line inter- 
sects the north side of Jacob Johnson's lot ; thence on the 
line of said lot north fifty-one degrees thirty minutes west 
ninety-nine perches to a post ; thence south fifty-five de- 
grees twenty minutes west one hundred and eighteen 
perches to a post on the north side of North street ; thence 
north thirty-four degrees forty minutes west fifty-six 
perches to an iron bolt in a rock at low water mark of the 
Susquehanna river ; thence down the said river the several 
courses thereof at low water mark to the place of begin- 
ning. 

Approved March 17, 1806. 



SECTION FIRST 

OF ORDINANCE FOR ANNEXING ADJACENT TERRITORiY TO 

THE BOROUGH OF WILKES-BARRE. 

Approved 2d May, 1870. 

That the^ section lying adjacent to the borough of 
Wilkes-Barre and described within the following bounda- 
ries, to wit : Beginning at the southwesterly corner of the 
borough; thence southwesterly by the prolongation of the 
southwesterly line of the borough to a point on the west- 
erly side of the Careytown road ; thence southwesterly and 
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along the westeriy side of said road to a point opposite the 
division line of the lands of E. W. Sturdevant and of the 
estate of Mary Richards, deceased ; thence southeasterly 
by the said division line and the prolongation thereof to a 
point on the easterly side of the roadway of the Lehigh 
and Susquehanna railroad ; thence northerly along the 
easterly side of said railroad roadway to the westerly bank 
of Goal brook; thence northerly along the westerly bank 
pf said brook to the southerly bank of Mill creek; thence 
westerly along the southerly bank of Mill creek to the Sus- 
quehanna river at low water mark ; thence southwesterly 
down the river at low water mark to the northwesterly 
corner of the borough ; and thence by the northerly, east- 
erly and southerly lines of the borough to the point of be- 
ginning, be and the same i$ hereby admitted to the said 
borough of Wilkes-Barre and forever after shall be deemed 
and taken and allowed to be a part of the said borough of 
Wilkes-Barre, and subject to the jurisdiction and govern- 
ment of the municipal authorities of Wilkes-Barre as fully 
as if the same had originally been a part of said borough. 



SECTION FIRST 

OF ORDINANCE FOR ANNEXING ADJACENT TERRITORY TO 
THE BOROUGH OF WIEKES-BARRE. 

Passed 29th October, 1870. 

That the section lying adjacent to the borough of Wilkes- 
Barre and described within the following boundaries, to 
wit : Beginning at a point on the easterly line of the bo- 
rough in the prolongation of the southerly line of "Stanton 
street" or road towards the borough lines ; thence by said 
line ai)d the southerly line of said " Stanton street'* or road 
southerly to the easterly side of the ** Empire road*' ; thence 
northeasterly along the easterly side of said ** Empireroad" 
to the northerly side of ^* Coal street;*' thence by the north- 
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erly side of " Coal street'* northwesterly to a point in the 
prolongation of the line between lands of Mrs. Ellen J. 
Wells and the HoUenback Coal Company ; thence by said 
line northwesterly to a point on the easterly line of the 
borough in the line of the prolongation of the southerly 
side of ** Union street ;" and thence by the easterly line of 
the borough to the point of beginning, be and the same is 
hereby admitted to the said borough of Wilkes-Barre and 
forever hereafter shall be deemed and taken and allowed 
to be a part of the borough of Wilkes-Barre, and subject 
to the jurisdiction and government of the municipal au- 
thorities of the borougfh of Wilkes-Barre as fully as if th^ 
same had originally been a part of said boroughs 



*' PUBLIC COMMON." 



A FURTHEJ[l SUPPLEMENT 



To an act entitled ^^ An Act for Offering Compensation to 
the Pennsylvania Claimants of certain Lands in the Seven- 
teen Townships^ in the County of Luzerne y and for other 
purposes therein mentioned^ Approved April gth^ 1807. 

(P. L. 1807, page 195.) 

Section 38. And be it further enacted, *<That all that 
certain tract of land fronting the town lots in the borough 
of Wilkes-Barre, on the bank of the Susquehanna, extending 
from the land of Jabez Fish up the said river one huylred 
and ninety-two rods, in a line parallel with the front line 
of the town lots, be, and the same is hereby granted and 
set apart as a 

PUBLIC COMMON, 

and to remain such forever." 
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A FURTHER SUPPLEMENT 

TO AN ACT ENTITLED ** AN ACT TO ERECT THE TOWN PLOT 
OF WILKES-BARRE AND ITS VICINITY, IN THE COUNTY 
OF LUZERNE, INTO A BOROUGH.*' PASSED MARCH I/TH^ 
1806. 

(P. L. 1846, page 196.) 

Section 6. ** That all that certain tract of land fronting 
the town lots of the borough of Wilkes-Barre, on the bank 
of the Susquehanna river, extending from the north side 
of Union street up the same river about sixty-three rods 
to the north side of North street, be, and the same is here- 
by granted and set apart as a 

PUBLIC COMMON, 

and to be under the control and jurisdiction of the town 
council of said borough." 
Approved March 28th, 1846. 



AN ACT 

RELATING TO LEVYING A TAX IN AND RENTING PUBLIC 
COMMON BY TOWN COUNCIL OF WILKES-BARRE. 

(P. L. 1852, page 537.) 

f 

Section 7. That it shall be lawful for the said council 
of the said borough to rent for the best price they can ob- 
tain for the same, the public common between Union and 
North streets. 

Approved May 3d, 1852. 
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AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE BOROUGH OF WILKES-BARRE. 

(P. L. 1855, page 443-) 

Section i. Be it enacted, &c,, That the town council of 
the borough of Wilkes-Barre may lease to the Wilkes-Barre 
Gas Company such part of the common, at or near the 
river bank, in the borough of Wilkes-Barre, as said com- 
pany may want for their buildings and business, upon such 
terms and for such time, with right of renewal, as may be 
agreed upon between said corporations. 

Section 2. The said council may, for said borough, sub- 
scribe to the capital stock of said gas company to any 
amount not exceeding ten thousand dollars, and in pay- 
ment thereof may issue the bonds of said borough, payable 
to bearer within twenty years, in sums of not less than one 
hundred dollars, said bonds to be on interest from date, 
payable yearly at the rate of six per cent., or less, and in- 
terest coupons may be attached to the said bonds ; Pro- 
"videdy That the eleventh section of the act incorporating 
said gas company, be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Section 3. The said council are hereby empowered and 
required to issue bonds in form, amounts and with interest, 
and payable as aforesaid, to an amount not less than ten 
thousand dollars, and not greater than twenty thousand 
dollars, which bonds may be delivered to the treasurer of 
Luzerne county, the same to be applied toward payment 
of cost of erecting a new court house and public offices in 
said borough, one-half the amount of said bonds to be paid 
into the treasury when the buildings shall be half com- 
pleted, the other when they shall be fully completed ; Pro- 
videdy That the said court house shall be erected in the 
centre of the square of said borough ; And also provided. 
That said council and the commissioners of said county 
may at any time cause any buildings now on the square 
to be taken down and removed, and after the erection of 
the new buildings they shall cause all others to be removed. 
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Section 4. That the said council is hereby empowered 
to levy such additional taxes on the property now taxable 
under existing laws in said borough, as may be required 
from time to time to meet the interest and principal of 
said bonds as they may respectively iaU due. 

Approved May 5th, 1855. 



A SUPPLEMENT 

TO AN ACT RELATING TO THE BOROUGH OF WILKES-BARRE^y 
APPROVED THE 5TH DAY OF MAY, A. D. 1 85 5. 

(P. L. 1856, page 225.) 

Section i. Be it enacted, &c., That the commissioner^ 
of the county of Luzerne may locate the new court house 
about to be erected in the borough of Wilkes-Barre, in or 
near the centre of the public square of said borough, as 
tshey may consider proper and desirable. 

Approved April 2d, 1856. 



AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE HIGH CONSTABLE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF WILKES-BARRE, IN THE COUNTY OF LUZERNE. * 

(See P. L., 1844, page 240.) 

Section l. Be it enacted, &e,^ That it shall hereafter be 
lawful and it shall be the duty of the 

HIGH CONSTABLE 

of the borough of Wilkes-Barre, in the county of Luzerne, 
to serve civil and criminal process in the same, and in as 
sample a manner as township and borough constables now 
do or can do under the existing laws of this Commonwealth; 
and the said high constable shall be subject in every re^ 
Spect to all laws now in force relative to township and bor- 
Qugh constables, and shall give security in the same man^ 
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ner ; and all remedies any party might have against a town- 
ship or borough constable for neglect of duty, t)r otherwise, 
shall be available and remain in full force against the said 
high constable and against his security in his official bond. 
Approved April nth, 1844. 



A FURTHER SUPPLEMENT 

TO AN ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT TO ERECT THE TOWN 

PLOT OF WILKES-BARRE." 

(See P. L. 1846, page 196.) 

Section 3. The said town council are hereby invested 
with power to appoint at any time when expedient so to 
do, officers of police for the safety and peace of the said 
borough, and if any person hereafter elected to the office of 

HIGH CONSTABLE 

of said borouigh shall refuse or neglect to serve as said high 
constable, the said town council may appoint a proper 
person to the said office of high constable, and the said 
person so appointed shall perform the duties and comply 
with the provisions of the said office the same as if he had 
been duly elected thereto at the annual election of [bor- 
ough] officers. 



AN ACT 

TO AUTHORIZE THE BURGESS AND TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF WlLKES-BARRE TO BORROW MONEY, TO 
PURCHASE GROUNDS FOR A PUBLIC CEMETERY, AND TO 
PREVENT FURTHER INTERMENTS IN THE OLD GRAVE 
YARD. 

(P. L. 1867, page 1236.) 

Whereas, The old grave yard situate on Market street, 
between Washington and Canal streets, in the borough of 
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Wilkes-Barre, is no longer suitable or adequate as a place 
of public interment, and has become detrimental to public 
health and an obstruction to public improvement : 

Section i. Be it enacted, &c.. It shall and may be law- 
ful for the burgess and town council of the borough afore- 
said to purchase, hold and improve, for the purpose of a 
public cemetery for the uses of the inhabitants of said bo- 
rough, a quantity of land not exceeding twenty-five acres ; 
and for this purpose may borrow money in any sum not 
exceeding twenty thousand dollars, and issue borough 
bonds therefor, payable with interest, at such time or times 
not exceeding fifteen years, as they may deem expedient ; 
and the grounds so purchased shall always be free from 
taxation. 

Section 2. The " old grave yard" grounds may be en- 
closed and improved by the authorities aforesaid, for the 
purposes of a public park or square, but for no other pur- 
poses whatsoever ; and the same shall be and remain free 
from taxation. 

Section 3. Whenever the grounds for a new public 
cemetery shall have been purchased and improved in man- 
ner suitable for interments therein, the authorities afore- 
said shall have power to prevent and prohibit any further 
interments or burials within the old grave yard aforesaid. 1 

Approved April 13, 1867. 



AN ACT 

TO incorporate the trustees of the township and 

BOROUGH OF WILKES-BARRE, &C. 

(P. L. 1830 and 1831, page 367.) 

Section i. Confirms certain leases and sales made by 
the original proprietors of the township of Wilkes-Barre, 
certain cases excepted. 

Section 2. Owners of land in the township and borough 
of Wilkes-Barre, to elect annually three trustees, a trea- 
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surer and secretary, to be known under the name and 
style of the Proprietors of the Borough and Township of 
Wilkes-Barre. 

Section 4, Defines duties of trustees. 

Approved April 2, 1831. 

The trustees are now appointed by the court, in pur- 
suance of section 3, act of April 10, 1867. (P. L. 1867, 
page 1109.) 



AN ACT 

TO AUTHORIZE THE TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
FUND OF THE TOWNSHIPS OF WILKES-BARRE AND 
PLAINS, IN LUZERNE COUNTY, TO APPROPRIATE THE 
WHOLE OR ANY PORTION OF SAID FUND, FOR THE PUR- 
CHASE OF LAND FOR A PUBLIC CEMETERY, OR GRAVE 
YARD FOR SAID TOWNSHIPS. 

(P. L. 1867, page 1109.) 

Section i. Be it enacted^ fi*^.. That the trustees of the 
proprietors' fund for schools in the townships of Wilkes- 
Barre and Plains, in Luzerne county, are hereby empow- 
ered and authorized to invest the principal and accrued in- 
terest of said proprietors* fund in the purchase of a lot of 
land for a burial ground for said townships of Wilkes-Barre 
and Plains ; and the title to said lot, when purchased, shall 
be vested in the trustees for the time then being and their 
successors, and shall be managed and controlled by said 
trustees of the proprietors* fund and their successors. 

Section 2. That for the purpose of providing means for 
the fencing, clearing and other improvements of said lot for 
burial purposes, the said trustees and their successors shall 
prescribe such rules and regulations, not contrary to the 
laws of this Commonwealth, as they may deem necessary 
and expedient, shall fix the rate or price for license to bury 
therein for individuals or families, regulating the depth 
and position of graves, and for the preservation and pro- 
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tection of the fences, graves, monuments and improvements 
therein. 

Section 3. That upon the expiration of the term of the 
present trustees of said proprietors* fund, and also of the 
treasurer of said fund, and from henceforth, their successors 
shall be appointed by the Court of Quarter Sessions of 
Luzerne county, one of whom shall be a resident of that 
part of Wilkes-Barre borough which now receives a share 
of said fund, one from Wilkes-Barre township, and one 
from Plains township ; and the said Court of Quarter Ses- 
sions shall have power to fill vacancies ; and said trustees 
shall be appointed for the term of three years, and the 
treasurer for the term of five years, and shall give bond, to 
be approved by the said court. 

Section 4. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with 
the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Approved April 10, 1867. 



A SUPPLEMENT 

TO AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE BURGESS AND TOWN COUN- 
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF WILKES-BARRE TO BORROV^ 
MONEY TO PURCHASE A PUBLIC CEMETERY, APPROVED 
THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF APRIL, ANNO DOMINI ONE 
THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN. 

(P. L. 1870, page 891.) 

Whereas, The burgess and town council of the borough 
of Wilkes Barre have purchased a lot of ground outside the 
limits of said borough for a public cemetery, and propose 
to prohibit further burials in the old grave yard within said 
borough ; 

And whereas, The said burgess and town council have 
executed a contract with the trustees of the proprietors of 
the borough and township of Wilkes-Barre to convey to 
said trustees four acres of said new cemetery lot, in con- 
sideration of the release and conveyance to said burgess 
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and town council of all the public lots of certified Wilkes- 
Barre township lying within the corporate limits of said 
borough : 

Section i. Be it enacted^ &rc,^ That the said contract 
between the burgess and town council of the borough of 
Wilkes-Barre and the trustees of the proprietors of the 
borough and township of Wilkes-Barre is^jhereby ratified 
and confirmed, and both said parties are respectively em- 
powered to execute and deliver deed or deeds in pursuance 
of said contract, which deed or deeds shall vest in the re- 
spective grantees perfect fee simple titles to the lands and 
public lots in their respective deeds mentioned and de- 
scribed. 

Section 2. That the said burgess and town council are 
hereby required within two years from the passage of this 
act, to remove from the old grave yard to the new public 
cemetery aforesaid, all the remaining bodies in said old 
grave yard and have them decently interred ; and they 
shall also remove and set up over the new graves the 
monuments and grave stones then standing in said old 
grave yard over the graves ; Provided^ Before removing any 
of said bodies or tombstones and monuments, they shall 
publish for four consecutive weeks in two weekly newspa- 
pers of said borough, a notice declaring their intention to re- 
move said bodies and monuments and gravestones, in pur- 
suance of this act. 

Section 3. That for the purpose of enabling the quali- 
fied voters of the borough of Wilkes-Barre to decide and 
determine for themselves whether the ground of the old 
grave yard, after the bodies are removed therefrom, shall 
be made and kept a public park or shall be sold under the 
provisions of this act, an election shall be held by the pro- 
per election officers of the respective wards of said borough, 
under and in conformity with the laws of this Common- 
wealth, on the twenty-eighth day of. May, anno Domini 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy, between the 
hours of six o'clock a. m. and seven o'clock p. m., of which 
election notice shall be given in two papers published in 
said borough for four consecutive weeks, and also by hand- 
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bills posted in each of said wards, at which election the 
voters aforesaid shall each vote one ticket, which shall be 
written or printed, and headed outside, " grave yard 
ground,** and inside of which shall be written or printed, 
*• public park" or " to be sold," and if there be a majority 
of voters for " public park,** then said ground shall be laid 
out by the burgess and town council and improved for a 
public park ; but if there are a majority of the votes for the 
land " to be sold/* that then, after the removal of the bodies 
as provided for in this act, the said burgess and town coun- 
cil are hereby authorized to lay out streets and alleys across 
and through the same and to plot the same in lots of suit- 
able size, so as to command the largest price per foot, and 
to sell said old grave yard lots at public sale, which sale 
shall be advertised in two papers one month previously, 
upon such terms and times of payment as may to them 
seem most advisable and likely to realize the most money, 
and to make, execute and deliver to the purchaser or pur- 
chasers deed or deeds therefor ; which deed or deeds shall 
vest n said purchaser or purchasers a perfect and indefea- 
sible fee simple title, free and clear from any claims of in- 
terest of the said proprietors of the borough and township 
of Wilkes-Barre, and of all lot occupiers in said old grave 
yard ; Provided, That said burgess and town council are 
hereby authorized, whenever any portions of said grave 
yard lot, not less than two hundred feet square, have been 
cleared by the removal of bodies, monuments and grave- 
stones, to divide said portions into lots, and if it is decided 
as hereinbefore provided for, by the vote, to sell the same, 
to sell and convey as hereinbefore provided ; Provided, That 
so much of the said lot as may be necessary for the pur- 
pose of a town hall, a lock-up, two engine houses and other 
necessary buildings for the use of the borough of Wilkes- 
Barre, shall be retained by the town council and the title 
thereof be vested in the said borough ; and before proceed- 
ing to make sale of the balance of said ground, lots of suf- 
ficient size for the purposes named shall be set off by the 
town cr uncil and be held by the said borough for that pur- 
pose forever. 
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Section 4. The proceeds of such sale or sales shall be 
applied, first to the payment of the expenses of the re- 
moval of said bodies, monuments and gravestones, and se- 
condly to the payment of the purchase money and im- 
provements of the new public cemetery of said borough, 
and the balance shall be invested under the direction of 
the judges of the Court of Common Pleas, and the interest 
thereon applied to the care and preservation of the new 
public cemetery and its improvements. 

Section 5. That before any sale of the lots provided 
for by this act shall be made, a lot not less than thirty feet 
in front on Washington street and one hundred feet deep 
from said street, shall be set off and conveyed by the said 
burgess and town council of the borough of Wilkes-Barre 
to the Wyoming Historical and Geological Society of 
Wilkes-Barre, for the erection of a hall for the use of said 
Wyoming Historical and Geological Society. 

Approved April 5th, 1870. 



AN ACT 

APPLYING THE PROCEEDS OF THE SALES OF THE OLD 
GRAVE YARD LOTS, AND THE INVESTMENTS OF THE 
SAME TO THE PAYMENT OF THE FUNDED DEBT OF THE 
CITY OF WILKES-BARRE. 

Section i. Be it enacted^ 6*^., That the proceeds of the 
sales of the old grave yard lots, and the investments here- 
tofore made of such proceeds other than in the new public 
cemetery and its improvements, shall by ordinance be ap- 
plied to the payment of the funded debt of the city of 
Wilkes-Barre, and the care and preservation of said new 
public cemetery shall be at the expense of said city. 

Approved the 28th day of May, A. D. 1879. 
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LAWS 

RELATING TO ROADS AND SIDEWALKS IN THE TOWNSHIP 
OF WILKES-BARRE NOW EMBRACED IN THE CITY LIMITS- 

Act of February 24th, 1859, P- L., page 76, appoints C. 
D. Shoemaker, Samuel Wadhams and W. C. Reynolds, 
commissioners to survey Main street from borough line to 
canal bridge. (See the law.) 

[The above commissioners filed their report April 27, 
1859, ^^ road book J, page 350.] 

April 6th, 1867, P. L. page 865, supplement to act of 
of February 24th, 1859, appointing Samuel Wadhams, W. 
C. .veynolds and B. F. Pfouts, commissioners to examine, 
review and survey and ascertain and fix the original lines 
of Main street from the borough Hne south to the canal 
bridge, and make the same and file a fair and accurate draft 
and explanations before May ist following. The preamble 
states that the original corners and marks have been found 
and that the survey under the act of February 24th, I859, 
was inaccurate. 

[The above commissioners filed their report September 
3d, 1867, in road book K, page 115, and it is the line on 
which the streets are paved.] 

Act April nth, 1863, P. L. page 326, appoints S. Hoyt, 
S. R. Marshall and B. F. Pfouts, commissioners to relocate 
road from Hanover street to canal bridge below Hanover 
township line ; six feet appropriated on each side for side- 
walk and ornamental trees. (Being the road from Wilkes- 
Barre to Nanticoke.) 

Act of March 23d, 1865, P. L. page 722, requires town- 
ship supervisors to construct'^ sidewalks, commencing at 
township line, on west side of road running from Button- 
wood bridge ; thence to house of Mary Richards ; thence 
on east side to borough of Wilkes-Barre ; also, to extend 
same along the south side of cross road leading from afore- 
said road, near Lockhart's* house, to the Main street road 
near the canal : thence on the northwest side of said Main 
street road to the borough, and to prevent injury to same. 



/ 
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Act of February loth, 1869, P. L. page 128, for side- 
walks in township on north side of Main street, from North 
street to Kulp avenue. 

Act of April 15th, I869, P. L. page 979, supplement to 
act of February loth, 1869, for sidewalks in township on 
east side of Northampton street as extended in township, 
from the canal bridge to the Welsh Presbyterian church. 

Act of April 15 th, 1869, P. L. page 1083, appoints W. 
H» Sturdevant, Charles Dorrance and Peter Pursel, com- 
missioners to relocate Careytown road, fifty feet wide, with 
eight feet for sidewalks and shade trees. 

Act of January 20th, 1870, P. L. page 87, supplement to 
act of February loth, 1869, for sidewalks in township on 
north side of Main street, from Kulp avenue to Walnut 
street ; thence along westerly side of Walnut street to 
Franklin street; thence along northerly side of Franklin 
street to Kulp avenue ; thence along easterly side of Kulp 
avenue to Main street ; thence from corner of Main and 
Maple streets along easterly side of Maple street to River 
street ; thence along northerly side .of River street to 
Courtright avenue ; thence along southerly side of River 
street to North street. * 

Act of March ist, 1880, P. L. page 311, supplement to 
act of April loth, 1868, for sidewalks from Canal bridge 
along easterly side of Market street to Northampton street 
intersection; also, along easterly side of Northampton 
street from Welsh Presbyterian church to Empire mines. 

Act of March 3d, 1870, P. L. page 334, supplemejnt to 
act of March 23d, 1865, relating to sidewalks in township, 
construction of, how cost to be collected, etc. 

Act of March nth, 1870, P. L. page 392, supplement to 
act of February loth, 1869, for sidewalks on northerly side 
of Parsons road from the borough line at Canal street to 
the Coal brooks, six feet wide. 

Act of April 14th, 1870, P. L. page 1158, supplement to 
act of April loth, 1869, for sidewalks seven feet wide on 
south side of Market street from the canal bridge, thence 
to the Empire mines. Also, on north side of Northamp- 
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ton street from the Welsh Presbyterian church to connect 
with the sidewalks on Market street. 

Act of April 2 1 St, 1B70, P. L. page 1339, appoints W. 
H. Sturdevant, Ephraim Troxell and George W. Kirken- 
dall, commissioners to locate Park avenue, seventy feet 
wide with ten feet sidewalks. 

To file in court map and report. Twenty-five dollars 
fine for injury to shade trees. 



RAILROADS. 

WLIKES-BARRE AND KINGSTON PASSENGER RAILWAY 

COMPANY, 

Incorporated April 14th; 1859; see P. L. i860, page 888; 
February 24th, i860, page 78; May ist, 1861 ; P. L. 1862, 
page 570; April 4th, 1863, page 300. 

The Wilkes-Barre and Kingston Passenger Railway Com- 
pany contracted with council July 2, 1866, to pay, when 
city paved streets, for eleven feet in width, for permission 
to occupy certain streets, in pursuance of Section 4, of 
Charter. 

COALVILLE PASSENGER RAILROAD. 

Incorporated March 24th, 1868; Pamphlet Laws 1869, 
page 1328; supplement April 15th, 1869, P. L., 1038. 

Part of Section 2 " Gives the right to occupy at any time 
as many of the streets as may be desirable, having first ob- 
tained the consent of the town council, or the property 
owners of three-fourths of the frontage along that portion 
of the street or road to be occupied." 

Supplement, Section i : *• When said railway is located 
along side of the public road, the supervisors shall have au- 
thority at the expense of the township to reduce the grade 
to correspond with that of the railway." 

The Coalville Passenger Railway Company contracted 
with the council September 29, 1869, for right of way from 
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canal to the public square, agreeing to pay for eleven feet 
in width of paving, when the streets were paved. 



AN ACT 

RELATIVE TO THE OBSTRUCTING OF THE CROSSINGS OF 
PUBLIC ROADS BY LOCOMOTIVES AND CARS- 

(P. L. 1845, page 191.) 

Section i. It shall not be lawful for any railroad com- 
pany to block up the passage of any crossing of public 
streets or roads, or obstruct the said crossings with their 
locomotives or cars ; and if any engineer or other agent of 
any such railroad company shall obstruct or block up such 
crossings, he or they shall be subject to a penalty of twen- 
ty-five dollars, to be recovered with costs, in the name of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, before a justice of the 
peace, one-half of such penally shall be paid to the informer 
or informers, and the remaining half shall be paid into the 
treasury of the Commonwealth; Provided^ That in the event 
of the said engfineer or agent being unable to pay the said 
penalty, then and in that case the said railroad company 
employing the said engineer and agent shall pay the penal- 
ty aforesaid. 

Approved March 20th, 1845. 



AN ACT 

REGULATING RAILROAD COMPANIES. 

(P. L. 1849, ps^g^ 79O Passed February 19, 1849. 

* 

Section 13. That if any such railroad company shall 
find it necessary to change the site of any portion of any 
turnpike or public road, they shall cause the same to be 
reconstructed forthwith at their own expense, on the most 
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favorable location, in as perfect a manner as the original 
road ; Provided, That the damages incurred in changing 
the location of any road authorized by this section, shall 
be ascertained and paid by such company, in the sanrie 
manner as is provided for in regard to the location and 
construction of their own road. 



THE WILKES-BARRE GAS COMPANY. 
Incorporated April 20th, 1854. (P. L., page 780.) 

Section 2. Gives them the right " to enter upon any of 
the public streets, lanes, alleys or sidewalks, for the pur- 
pose of laying pipes, &c. Provides that said company shall 
fill up said streets, lanes, sidewa.lks, &c., as near as may be 
to the same condition as they were respectively in before 
said trenches were dug, and at the proper cost and expense 
of said company. 

The gas company contracted with borough January 8th, 
1858, to light until midnight the lamps for $15 00 each. 
The lamps and posts were furnished by individuals and the 
borough. There is no contract on file from 1858 to Octo- 
ber I, 1874. 

The gas company contracted with city council, through 
the negotiations of a special committee, October i, 1874, 
to light, extinguish and keep clean the lamps at the rate 
of $40.00 each per year, during the nights called for by the 
card of the American Metre Company. A portion of the 
lights can be put out at midnight, in which case the charge 
is $30.00. After one year either party can terminate the 
contract by giving six months notice. The city is to keep 
in repair the posts and lamps. 

The gas company, April i, 1873, agreed to pay the city 
a rental of fifty dollars per year for that portion of public 
common occupied by them. 
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THE WILKES-BARRE WATER COMPANY. 

Incorporated February I2th, 1850. See Pamphlet Laws 
1850, page 762 ; April 2ist, 1856, page 492 ; January tith. 
i860, page I ; May ist, 1861, page 459; April 5th, 1862, 
page 287; May 19th, 187 1, page 997; April 19th, 1873, 
page 821. 

Act of February 12th, 1850, Section 4, &c., Gives the 
company authority to convey water through any road* 
street or alley, or through any public or private ground 
vrithin or without said borough, necessary for the di^tribu- 
tion of said water for a public or private use, and to alter, 
renew and repair any of such constructions when necessary. 



THE CRYSTAL SPRING WATER COMPANY. 
Incorporated April nth, 1866. (P. L., page 605.) 

With the right to introduce water into South Wilkes- 
Barre and places contiguous thereto outside of the limits 
of the borough of Wilkes-Barre, ** subject to all the restric- 
tions and with the powers and privileges of the Wilkes- 
Barre Water Company." 

See also Pamphlet Laws, page 315, March 13, 1868. 

November loth, 1859, the Wilkes-Barre Water Company 
contracted with borough council to furnish, erect, maintain 
and supply with water, twenty-five (-?$) fire hydrants, to 
be under the control of the borough for extinguishing fires 
and watering and cleaning streets ; also to supply water for 
two public fountains to be located on public square and 
river common, under the control of the water company. 
The consideration paid for the above was $5,500 in six per 
cent, borough bonds. 

April 26th, 1867. The borough furnished and erected 
thirty (30) additional fire hydrants at an expense of $2,- 
259.17, and the water company kept them in repair and 
furnished the water at an annual rental of $10 each. When 
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the hydrants were worn out they were to be replaced at 
the expense of the borough. 

April 1 3th, 1 874. Contracts made with the Wilkes-Barre 
and Crystal Spring water companies by a special commit- 
tee and approved by council. The contract with the 
Wilkes-Barre Water Company of April 26th, 1867, was 
cancelled. Under the new contracts both companies 
agreeing to put up and maintain in good order and repair, 
at their own cost and expense, along their water mains 
and branches, as many fire hydrants as the city may from 
time tt> time demand and require, at an annual rental of 
$20 each, payable semi-annually in advance. (This rate 
includes all hydrants for which the city had theretofore 
paid a yearly rental of $10 each, but excepts the twenty- 
five free hydrants as per contract of November loth, 1859.) 
The firemen and citizens to have unmolested privilege to 
open and use any or all hydrants in case of actual or threat- 
ened outbreak of nre, and to be also' used under the con- 
trol of the water companies for cleaning streets and gutters 
and for sanitary purposes. 



THE WILKES-BARRE BRIDGE COMPANY. 

Refused to execute a lease for the ground occupied by 
them in pursuance of a resolution of the city council. 

The acts of the Legislature relating to said company 
can be found as follows: April 9th, 1807, P. L., page 192 ; 
March 20th, 181 1, page 73 ; March 26th, 1821, page no ; 
March 30th, 1824, page 211. 



POOR HOUSE. 

The Central Poor District of Luzerne County is com- 
posed of the townships of Plains, Hanover, Newport, Ply- 
mouth, Kingston, Wilkes-Barre, and the city of Wilkes- 
Barre. See Pamphlet Laws, April 2d, i860, page 538; 
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March ist, 1862, page 64; April 8th, 1864, page 326; 
March 9th, 1867, page 378; April loth, 1873, page 753. 



AN ACT 

TO REGULATE THE MANNER OF INCREASING THE INDEBT- 
EDNESS OF MUNICIPALITIES, TO PROVIDE FOR THE RE- 
DEMPTION OF THE SAME, AND TO IMPOSE PENALTIES 
FOR THE ILLEGAL INCREASE THEREOF. 

(P. L. 1874, page 65.) 

Section i. Be it enacted^ &c.y That whenever the debt 
of any county, city, borough, township, school district,' or 
other municipality or incorporated district within this Com- 
monwealth shall be equal to seven per centum upon the 
assessed value of the taxable property as fixed by the last 
preceding assessed valuation therein, it shall be unlawful 
to increase the same, and iall such increase shall be void, 
and any obligation issued for such increase or any part 
thereof, shall be of no binding force upon such municipal- 
ity or district ; and each of the officers thereof wilfully au- 
thorizing such increase, or executing any obligation there- 
for, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof shall 6e fined not exceeding ten thousand dollars, 
and undergo an imprisonment not exceeding one year, or 
either, at the discretion of the court trying the sanqui j Pro- 
vided^ That any city, the debt of which now exceeds seven 
per centum of such assessed valuation, may under author- 
ity of law to be hereafter enacted, increase the same three 
per centum in the aggregate at any one time upon such 
valuation. 

Section 2. That any county, city, borough, school dis- 
trict, or other municipality or incorporated district may 
incur debt or increase its indebtedness to an amount in 
the aggregate not exceeding two per centum upon the as- 
sessed value of the taxable property therein, as fixed and 
determined by the last preceding assessed valuation thereof; 
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and the corporate authorities of such municipality may by 
a vote thereof, duly recorded upon its minutes, authorize 
and direct the incurring or the increase of such debt to the 
amount aforesaid, and may issue coupon bonds or other 
securities therefor in sums not less than one hundred dol- 
lars each, bearing interest at a rate not exceeding six per 
centum per annum, payable semi-annually, ?ind the princi- 
pal thereof reimbursable at a period not exceeding thirty 
years from the date at which the same is authorized ; and 
an annual tax commencing the first year after such debt 
shall be increased or incurred equal to at leased eight per 
centum of the amount thereof shall be forthwith' assessed 
to provide for the payment of the interest and the liquida- 
tion of the principal thereof ; and the moneys arising from 
such tax shall be applied annually, and as fast as the same 
accumulates, to the redemption at par of the said putstand* 
ing obligations. Before issuing any such obligation or se-^ 
curity, it shall be the duty of the principal officer or officers 
of such municipality or incorporated district to prepare a 
statement showing the actual indebtedness of such district^ 
the amount of the last preceding assessed valuation of the 
taxable property therein, the amount of debt to be incur-. 
red, the form, number and date of maturity of the obligaT 
tions to be issued therefor, and the amount of the annual 
tax levied and assessed to pay t^e said indebtedness, and 
he shall make and append thereto his oath Or affirmation 
of the truth of the facts therein stated* and shall file the 
said statement in the office of the Clerk of the Court of 
Quarter Sessions of the proper county ; upon failure so to 
do, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction 
thereof shall be punished as provided in the first section of - 
this act. Certified copies of the record of such statements 
under the seal of said court shall be competent evidence in 
all the courts of this Commonwealth ; Provided^ That the 
bonds shall not be sold at less than their par value. 

Section 3. The indebtedness of any county, city, bor- 
ough, township, school district or other municipality or in- 
corporated district in this Commonwealth, may be author- 
ized to be increased to an amount exceeding two per 
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centum, and not exceeding seven per centum, upon th^ 
}ast preceeding assessed valuation of the taxable property 
therein,|with the assent of the electors thereof^ duly oIh 
tained at a public election to be held in such district or 
municipality. Whenever the corporate authorities of any 
county, city, borough, township, school district or other 
inunicipality or incprporated district, by their ordinance or 
vote, shall have signified a desire to make ^uch increase of 
indebtedness, they shall give notice during at least thirty 
days, by weekly advertisements in the newspapers, not ex^ 
ceeding three in said district ; and if no newspapers be pub* 
lishec) therein, by at least twenty printed handbills posted 
in the rpost public parts thereof, of ap election to be held 
^t the place or places of holding the municipal elections in 
said district or municipality, on a day to be by them fixed^ 
for the purpose of obtaining the assent of the electors 
thereof to such increase of indebtedness. Said notice shall 
contain a statement of the aniount of the last assessed val- 
liation, of the aniount of the existing debt, of the amount 
and percentage of the proposed increase, and of the pur- 
poses fo?- which the indebtedness is to be increased. Such 
election shall be held at the places and by the ofBcers pro? 
Yided by law for the holding of municipal election^ \ and 
it shall be t^e duty of the inspectors and judges of such 
(elections to receive tickets, either written or printed, from 
electors qualified under the constitution of this State to 
vote in such district, labelled on the outside " increase of 
debt," and containing in the inside the words ^* no increase 
of debt," or " debt may be increased,"'and to deposit said 
tickets in a box provided for that purpose,^as is provided 
by law in regard to other tickets received at said election; 
^nd the tickets so received shall be counted and a return 
thereof made to the Clerk of the Court of Quarter Sessions 
of the proper county, duly certified, as is required by law> 
tpgether with a certified copy of the ordinance and the ad^ 
vertisement ; and the said clerk shall make a record of the 
same ^nd furnish a certified copy thereof under seal, 9how7 
ii\g the result, to the corporate authorities of such munici-> 
pality, and the same shall be placed of record upon the 
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minutes thereof. The corporate authorities of such muni- 
cipality shall in all cases fix the time or holding such elec- 
tion on the day of the municipal or of the general election, 
unless more than ninety days elapse between the date of 
the ordinance or vote desiring such increase and the day of 
holding the said municipal or general election. If any- 
other day be fixed for such election, the expense of hold- 
ing the same shall be paid by the municipality for the bene- 
fit of which it shall be held. In receiving and counting 
and in making return of the votes cast, the inspectors, 
judges and clerks of said election shall be governed by the 
laws of this Commonwealth regulating municipal elections ; 
and all the penalties of the said election laws for the vio- 
lation thereof, are hereby extended to and shall apply to 
the voters, inspectors, judges and clerks voting at and in 
attendance upon the elections held under the provisions of 
this act. 

Section 4. Whenever by the returns of such election, 
it shall appear that there is a majority voting for "no in- 
crease of debt," such increase shall not be made, nor shall 
any other election upon the same subject be held in that 
municipality for one year from the date of such preceding 
election. f the return of such election shall show a ma- 
jority voting that ** debt may be increased,** the corporate 
authorities of the municipality may increase the same to 
the amount named and specified in the notice given by 
them for the holding of such election, in the manner and 
subject to all the requirements provided by the second sec- 
tion of this act for increasing indebtedness to an amount 
not exceeding two per centum, including the sworn state- 
ment, to be filed in the office of the clerk of the Quarter* 
Sessions of the proper county ; and they shall, before issu- 
' ing any obligation therefor, assess and levy an annual tax, 
the collection whereof shall commence the first year after 
the said increase, which tax shall be equal to at Ipast eight 
per centum of the amount of such increased debt, and 
which shall be sufficient for and be applied exclusively to 
the payment of the interest and principal of such debt, 
within a period not exceeding thirty-two years from the 
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date of such increase ; and the moneys arising from such 
tax shall be applied annually, and as fast as the same accu- 
mulates, to the redemption, at par, of the said outstanding 
obligations. 

Section 5. The word " indebtedness** used in this act 
shall be deemed, held and taken to include all and all 
manner of debt, as well floating as funded, of the said mu- 
nicipality ; and the net amount of such indebtedness shall 
be ascertained by deducting from the gross amount thereof, 
the moneys in the treasury, all outstanding solvent debts^ 
and all revenues applicable within one year to the payment 
of the same. 

[Section 6. The corporate authoritiesTof every such 
municipality or district shall, annually, in the month of 
January, prepare and publish in at least two newspapers of 
said municipality, or of the county in which the same is 
situate, if so many be printed therein, a statement showing 
in detail the actual indebtedness, the amount of the funded 
debt, the amount of the floating debt thereof, the valua- 
tion of taxable property therein, the assets of the corpora- 
tion, with the character and nature thereof, and the date 
of maturity of the respective forriis of funded debt thereof, 
and a neglect or failure so to do shall be a misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine not exceeding " one thousand dol- 
lars."] 

Section 7, That the existing indebtedness of any such 
municipality evidenced by outstanding bonds or certificates 
of indebtedness heretofore issued, may be provided for as 
the same shall mature by a re-issue of bonds or certificates 
of indebtedness to the holders of said outstanding bonds 
or certificates, or by the issue and sale at not less than par 
of new bonds or certificates ; and the present floating in- 
debtedness of any such municipality may be funded by the 
issue and sale at not less than par of bonds or certificates 
of indebtedness in sums not less than one hundred dollars 
each ; Provided^ That no such bonds or certificates shall be 
issued for a longer period than thirty years from the date 
thereof ; and it shall be the duty of the proper corporate 
authorities of such municipality to provide for the payment 
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of principal and interest of all such bonds In tlie manner 
pointed out in the fourth i^ctiori of this act. 
Approved Apfril 20th, 1874. 



SUPPLEMENT 

Section i. Be it enacted^ &c.y That the sixth section of 
an act to regulate the manner of increasing the indebted- 
hess of municipalities, to. provide for the redemption of the 
same, and to impose penalties for the illegal increase there- 
of, approved the twentieth day of April, anno Domin 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four, be and the same is 
hereby amended so as to read as follows, namely : 

Section 6. The corporate authorities of every such 
municipality or district shall, at the end of their fiscal year, 
prepare and publish in at least two newspapers of said 
municipality or of the county in which tte same is situate, 
if so many be printed therein, a statement showing in detail 
the actual inctebtedness, the amount oi the funded debt, 
the amount of the floating debt thereof, the valuation of 
taxable property therein, the assets of the corporation, 
with the character and value thereof, and the date of ma- 
turity of the respective forms of funded debt thereof, and 
a neglect or failure so to do shall be a misdemeanor, pun- 
^hable by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

Approved April 12, 1865. 



AN ACT 

TO AUTHORIZE THE GOVERNOR OF THIS GOMMONWDALTft 
TO PILL VACANCIES IN THE OFFICE OF ALDERMAN AND 
JUSTICE OF THE PEAClE BY APPOINTMENT. 

(P. L. 1874, page 118.) 

Section i. Be it enacted^ &c.. That in the event of a 
viacancy in the office of Justice of the Peace or Alderman 
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of any ward, district, borough of township in this Common- 
"wealth, resulting from any cause whatsoever, the Governor 
IS hereby authorized to appoint a citizen of such ward, dis- 
trict, borough or township, who, on being duly qualified 
and giving bond with sufficient sureties, as now required 
fcy law from other Aldermen and Justices of the Peace in 
this Commonwealth, shall exercise the functions and have 
the same jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases and be en- 
titled to receive the same fees as appertain to the office of 
justice of the Peace or Alderman of said ward, district, 
borough or township ; Provided^ That the person so ap- 
pointed shall hold said office for a term expiring thirty 
flays after the next annual municipal or township election 
in said ward, district, borough or township, at which elec- 
tion his successor shall be elected. 
Approved May 6th, 1874* 



AN ACT 

• MAKING THE OFFICE OF MAYOR A SALARIED ONE. 

(P. L., 1874, page 277.) 

Section i. Be it enacted^ &c.^ That the councils of each 
fity of this Commonwealth are empowered from atncf after 
the passage of this act, from time to time, to fix hy ordi- 
nance the salaiy to be paid out of the city treasury to thd 
Mayor of such city ; Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall authorize a change in the salary, fees or enfiol- 
uments of the mayors now in office, and those elected prior 
to the passage of this act. 

Section 2. All fees and costs pertaining to the office of 
ftiayor in the several cities of this State shall, after this act 
^oes into effect, be paid into the city treasury. 

Approved June 8th, 1874. 
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AN ACT 

Amending the first paragraph of section first of the act 
approved the eighteenth day of March, anno Domini one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-five, entitled " A Sup- 
plement to an Act entitled * An Act dividing the cities of 
this State into three classes, regulating the passage of or- 
dinances, providing for contracts for supplies and work for 
said cities, authorizing the increase of indebtedness and 
creation of a sinking fund to redeem the same, defining 
and punishing certain offences in all of said cities, and pro- 
viding for the incorporation and government of cities of 
the third class,' " approved May twenty-third, anno Domini 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four. 

The amendment reads as follows : — 

Section i. That the following part of section eleven or 
any of the following clauses of section twenty of the act 
to which this is a supplement, may, by ordinance, be ex- 
tended and applied to cities of the third and fourth class, 
which have not accepted the said act, and shall remain in 
force as to each city of the third and fourth class, until 
such city shall have accepted the provisions of the said 
act, and no longer, namely : 

Approved the 22d day of April, A. D. 1879. 

HENRY M.HOYT. 
to wit : 

PART OF SECTION XI. 

Section i. That for the purpose of creating a sinking 
fund for the gradual extinguishment of the bonds and 
funded debt of the respective cities of this Commonwealth, 
the councils of each thereof shall annually (until payment 
of the bonds and funded debt be fully provided for), levy 
and collect, in addition to other taxes of said corporation, 
a tax of not less than one-fourth of one mill and not ex- 
ceeding three mills upon the assessed value of the taxable 
property of each of said cities, to be called the sinking 
fund tax, which shall be paid into the city treasury and 
shall be applied towards the extinguishment of said bonds 
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and funded debt in the order of the date of issue thereof, 
and to no other purpose whatever ; and said bonds, when 
purchased, shall b'e conspicuously stamped to show that 
they were purchased for the sinking fund of said city, and 
the interest on said bonds shall be collected and used in 
like manner with the taxes collected for said sinking fund. 
Provided^ That no money shall hereaiter be borrowed on 
the faith and credit of said cities, unless the ordinance or 
other authority authorizing the same shall have been in- 
troduced at one stated meeting of the common council, 
and the draft thereof published in at least two of the news- 
papers of the city, daily, four weeks before the final con- 
sideration and passage thereof by the said common coun- 
cil ; And provided alsoy That the specific purposes for which 
said loan is authorized shall be distinctly set out in said 
ordinance and that the moneys received for said loan 
shall not be used for any purposes other than those so 
stated ; And provided further^ That the said city shall, at 
or before the time of authorizing said loan, provide for the 
Collection of an annual tax sufficient to pay the interest 
and also the principal of the said loan within thirty years. 

SECTION XX. 

Section i. Clause i. To open and improve streets, ave- 
nues and alleys, make sidewalks and build bridges, cul- 
verts and sewers within the city, and for the purpose of pay- 
ing for the same, shall have power to provide for the pay- 
ment of the same from the general revenue or by assess- 
ments on real estate benefitted thereby, as provided in 
clauses thirty-two and thirty-three of this section, and also 
to make assessments therefor as provided in clauses three 
and four, to wit : 

Clause 2. To impose a poll tax, not exceeding one dol- 
lar, on all able-bodied males between the ages of twenty- 
one and fifty years. 

Clause 3. To levy and collect license tax on auctioneers, 
contractors, druggists, hawkers, peddlers, bankers, brokers, 
pawnbrokers, merchants of all kinds; grocers, confection- 
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ers, restaurants^, butchers, taverns, public boarding houses, 
dram shops, saloons, liquor sellers, billiard tables, bowling 
alleys and other gaming tables, drays, hacks, carriages, 
omnibusses, carts, wagons, street railroad cars and other 
vehicles used in the city for pay, lumber dealers, furniture 
dealers, saddle or harness dealers, stationers, jewelers, liver 
ry stable keepers, pavement stands, real estate agents, ex- 
press companies or agencies, telegraph companies or agen- 
cies, shows, theatres and all kinds of exhibitions for. pay, 
and regulate the same by ordinance. 

Clause 4. To restrain, prohibit and suppress tippling 
shops, billiard tables, bowling alleys, houses of prostitution 
and other disorderly houses and practices, games and 
gambling houses, desecration of the Sabbath day, com- 
monly called Sunday, and all kinds of public indecencies. 

Section 3. Clause 5. To make regulations to prevent 
the introduction of contagious diseases into the city, to 
make quarantine laws for that purpose, and enforce the 
same within the limits of the city. 

Clause 6. To erect, establish and regulate hospitals, 
work-houses and poor-houses, and to provide for the gov- 
ernment and support of the same. 

Clause 7. To make regulations to secure the general 
health of the city, and to remove and prevent nuisances. 



AN ACT 

FIXING AND REGULATING THE TERMS OF ALL MEMBERS 
OF COUNCILS, AND ALL OTHER CITY, V^ARD, BOROUGH 
AND TOWNSHIP OFFICERS, EXCEPTING SCHOOL DIREC- 
TORS ELECTED BY THE PEOPJLE, AND FIXING THE TIME 
FOR ORGANIZATION OF THE LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENTS OF THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS OF THE COM- 
MONWEALTH AND THE INAUGURATION OF THE MAYORS 
OF ALL THE CITIES OF THE SAME. 

Section i. Be iti pu^cted, &€., That all men^bers of 
councils, and all other city, ward, borough and township 
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officers, excepting school directors to be elected on the 
third Tuesday of February next, or in any year thereafter, 
whose term of office would, under existing laws, expire 
prior to the first Monday of April, shall continue in office 
from the date at which said term would otherwise expire 
until the first Monday of April next ensuing thereto, and 
the terms of their successors shall begin on the first Mon- 
day of April and shall continue for the period now fixed 
for the duration thereof by existing laws in each particu- 
lar case, and hereafter all elections for officers which will 
be vacant on the first Monday of April shall be held on 
the third Tuesday of February next preceding thereto. 

Section 2. That the members of the legislative depart- 
ments of the municipal governments of this Common- 
wealth hereafter elected, shall assemble in their respective 
places of meeting, for the purpose of organization, at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon of the first Monday in April in 
each year, and that the mayors of all cities of this Com- 
monwealth shall be inaugurated and take the official oath 
at twelve o'clock noon of the same day. 

Section 3. That all acts or parts of acts inconsistent 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

Approved March 10, 1875. 



AN ACT 

TO DEFINE THE NECESSARY AND PROPER EXPENSES INCI- 
DENT TO THE NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF SENA- 
TORS, REPRESENTATIVES, STATE, JUDICIAL, MUNICIPAL 
AND COUNTY OFFICERS, AND TO AUTHORIZE THE PAY- 
MENT THEREOF. 

Section i. ^^//^«^^z^/^^,6'^.. That no person who shall Candidates for 

' ' ^ office prohihited 

hereafter be a candidate for the nomination or for elec-fro™ purchasing 

nomination, elec- 
tion to the Senate or House of Representatives, or to any ^on^or appoint- 

office of the judiciary, or to any State, mun cipal or coun- 
ty office in this Commonwealth, shall pay or contribute, 
either directly or indirectly, any money or other valuable 
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thing, or knowingly allow it to be done by others for him, 
either for the nomination, election or appointment, except 
necessary expenses as follows, to wit : 
Necessary ex- Fivst, For printing and traveling expenses. 

penses defined. /t^i*- r 

Second. For dissemination of information to the public. 
Third. For political meetings, demonstrations and con- 
ventions. 
How such ex- * The forcgoing expenses may be incurred, either in per- 

penses may be in- - 1.1 "I'-ii *., r 

curred. son or through other mdividuals or committees of organi- 

zations duly constituted for the purpose, but nothing con- 
tained in this act shall be so construed as to authorize the 
payment of money or other valuable thing for the vote or 
influence of any elector, either directly or indirectly, at 
primary, township, general or special elections, nomina- 
ting conventions, or for any corrupt purposes whatever 
incident to an election ; any judicial. State, county and 
municipal officers hereafter elected shall, before entering 

judiciii and upon the dutics of their respective offices, take and sub- 
other omcers to * , *^ ' 

takccertainoath. scribe to the oath prescribed by section first of article 
seven of the Constitution of this Commonwealth. 
Penalty for vio- SECTION 2. Evcry person violating either of the provi- 
sions of this act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on 
conviction shall be subject to a fine not exceeding one 
thousand dollars, and to imprisonment not exceeding one 
year, or both or either, at the discretion of the court. 
Approved the i8th day of April, A. D. 1874. 

J. F. HARTRANFT. 
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ORDINANCES 

OF THE 



ACCOUNTS AND CLAIMS. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the, City of 
WUkeS'Barre in City Council assembled^ as follows: . 

Section i. All bills, claims or demands against the city, buis, etc., must 
of whatever nature, must, before being paid, be approved t^e committee on 

, 1 . . . « I. , accounts. 

by the committee on accounts, or a majority thereof, who 
shall meet at the council room for that purpose, before 
the first regular meeting of the council in each month. 

Section 2. All bills against the city shall, when the na- BiUstQcontain 
ture of the case admits of it, contain the items and their and'b^pprovS 
respective dates, and shall be approved by the chairman committ™^" 
of the committee for whose department the articles were 
respectively had, and shall not otherwise be approved by 
the committee on accounts. 

Section 3. All other claims and demands against the j^^^^'^^^^^j^*^^ 
city, including judgments of records, either of the Court ^****^ ^^*y *"°'"" 
of Common Pleas or of any alderman or justice of the 
peace, or assessment of damages against the city for any 
public improvement, shall be examined by the city attor- 
ney, and if found correct, he shall so certify the same to 
the committee on accounts, who if satisfied of its correct- 
ness, shall approve the same. 

Section 4. All bills presented to the city for payment Bills to be filed 
shall be carefully filed and preserved by the city clerk in ti^e city d«k. ^ 
his office. 



Warrants to be SECTION K, III CHse anv oersoii to whom any claim or 

withheld until in- " ^ ^ ^ 

debtedncM to city demand of whatsocver kind is due and payable, is indebt- 
ed to the city, the city clerk, by the direction of the com- 
mittee on accounts, shall withhold the warrant drawn in 
payment of such claim or demand until such indebtedness 
to the city is satisfied. 
Treasurer to SECTION 6. The treasurer shall pay all warrants drawn 

pay warrants 

siyiedbythepre- on him by Order of the city council, signed by the presi- 
tersigned by the dent and countersigiicd by the clerk, in the order in which 
'they shall be presented to him, and none other. 
Committee on SECTION 7. The Committee on accounts shall settle with 

accounts to settle ' 

Jj*g*«'j«"^the treasurer on the first day of each month, or as soon 
"°°*- thereafter as practicable, taking up all warrants, coupons, 

or other vouchers paid by him during the previous month, 
and file the same in the office of the city clerk, who shall 
issue duplicate certificates for the same under seal, one to 
be delivered to the treasurer, and the other to remain on 
file in his office. 



AMUSEMENTS. 



mw^^anSilS SECTION I . That an annual license may be granted to 
pufiichaiu. ^^y py^jjj^ jj^U jj^ ^j^^ ^i^y^ f^j. p^y.^ exhibitions not detri- 
mental to peace and good order ; said annual license shall 
be granted only on resolution of the council in each par- 
ticular case, fixing the amount to be paid not less in any 
one case than one hundred dollars. 
iicensrto'Sr<Sri! SECTION 2. Upon the presentation of a certified copy 
under solution of the city council resolution allowing the same, and the 
treasurer's certifi. treasurer's Certificate of payment of amount of the license, 
' the mayor shall issue to such proprietor a license under 
his hand and seal for one full year from the date of pas- 
sage of such resolution, 
tionsa^circusa SECTION 3. That all pubHc exhibitions not provided for 
in section one (natural curiosities excepted) exhibiting 
within the limits of the city shall pay to the mayor a sum 
not less than five nor more than twenty-five dollars for 



every such exhibition ; circuses and menageries, either 
combined or separate, to pay the sum of seventy-five dol- 
lars for the first day and fifty dollars for each succeeding 
day, and all side shows connected therewith shall pay five 
dollars each for every such exhibition, and the mayor shall, 
upon payment, give a license for one day and evening, if 
in his opinion such exhibition shall not be detrimental to 
peace and good order; and it shall be the duty of the chief attend*?^* keep 
of police or one or more policemen to be appointed by **'***''' 
him to attend all su^ch exhibitions, and see that proper de- 
corum and order are observed thereat ; Provided, That no ^t u ,. 

' * Not to be h- 

circus, menagerie, caravan, or show of any kind, in tent or *=^?!?*. '° ^''i'^** 

' o» » J > within certain 

open air, shall be licensed t9 exhibit within that portion "™**^- 
of the city limits bounded on the north by North street, 
on the east by the canals, on the south by Hanover street, 
and on the west by the river. 

Section 4. Every person who shall take any part, as , Penalty forin- 

. J r t decent perform- 

actor, manager or agent, in any show, exhibition, perform- *°c«8- 
ance or masquerade indecently conducted, and every own- 
er or other person having charge of any building, room, 
or premises in. said city, who shall suffer or permit therein 
any such show, exhibition or performance, shall forfeit 
and pay a penalty of not less than twenty nor more than 
one hundred dollars for every such offence. 

Section 5. Every person who shall within said city act, . Penalty for in- 

, "^ - . • decent and blas- 

exhibit, show or perform in, or cause to be acted, exhibit- p*^®™®"^?®'**""- 
ed, shown or performed, or be in any manner concerned 
in the acting, exhibiting, showing or performance of any 
indecent or blasphemous play, farce, opera, public exhibi- 
tion, show, entertainment or performance whatsoever, or 
of any indecent or blasphemous part thereof, shall forfeit 
and pay a penalty of not less than ten dollars for every 
such offence. 

Section 6. No play bill or advertisement of any of No piaybni or 
the foregoing exhibitions shall be posted upon any public exhibitions to be 

posted upon any 

building or fence in said city, nor on or about any tree in puwic buUding, 

. . . . . fence or tree. 

the streets of said city, nor upon any private property, 
without the consent of the owner of such property. Every 
person offending against any provision of this section shall 



forfeit and pay a penalty of five dollars for every such of- 
fense. 



ANIMALS. 

Section i. It shall not be lawful for any owner or per- 
fowt°mSlfing"a1 son in charge of any horse, mule, donkey, ox, cow, goat, 
lai^gc. sheep, swine, geese or ducks, to suffer or permit such ani- 

mals or fowls to go or be at large within the limits of said 
Goats. city ; and the owner of any goat or goats shall be subject 

to a penalty of not less than two dollars nor more than 
five dollars for each and every goat running at large con- 
trary to the ordinances of the city, and the police are 
. hereby authorized and required, immediately to seize any 

Police to seize ^ * ^ ^ 

and confine same of said animals or fowl SO found running at large and take 

m city pound. ^ ^ 

the same to a city pound to be therein confined, or to de- 
liver the same to the high constable to be so taken and 
confined. 

High constable SECTION 2. The high constable shall have the custody 
of all animals and fowls so taken and confihed and shall 
take all needful care of them, and shall keep a proper re- 
gister setting forth a description, time of detention and 
release, and ^in case of sale thereof, of the price received 
and the name of purchaser. 

Section 3. The high constable shall within forty-eight 
hours after the seizure and detention of any animal or 
fowl as aforesaid (and no owner having taken the same 

High constable away), advertise the same by posting not less than five 
printed or written handbills, one on or near the entrance 
of the pound and the rest in public and conspicuous places 
throughout the city, fully describing the animal or ani- 
mals, fowl or fowls, and fixing a day and hour, not less 
than five days thereafter, for the public sale thereof. In 
case no owner shall appear on or before the time fixed for 
sale and pay or cause to be paid the necessary expenses 
of keeping and the legal fees of the high constable in the 
seizure and detention of said animal or fowl, the said ani- 
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mals shall be sold by public vendue or outcry to the high- 
est and best bidder and delivered to the purchaser thereof, 
and the high constable shall first deduct out of the price 
received, all lawful charges and expenses and pay over the 
balance to the treasurer of the city. 

Section 4. It shall not be lawful for any person or per- 
sons to rescue any animal or fowl liable to be impounded Not ip.wfiii to 

^ ^ rescue animals. 

out of the custody of any person going to pound with the 
same, or attempt to prevent him from driving or taking 
such animal or fowl to pound, or to resist or hinder him 
therein, or to break the pound, or in any manner convey 
out of it any animal or fowl lawfully impounded. 

Section. 5. Any owner or any person having charge of 
any animals or fowls, or any other person as aforesaid of- 
fending against any of the provisions of this ordinance, P«^^*y- 
shall forfeit and pay a penalty of not less than two dol- 
lars, nor more that twenty-five dollars for every such of- 
fense. 

Section 6. Hereafter all dogs or bitches owned by any 
person or persons within the city limits, shall be taxed in and bitches. 
the following manner : Two dollars for each dog and five 
dollars for each bitch, to be collected annually in the man- 
ner hereinafter prescribed for the use of the city. 

Section 7. "The term owned by any person'* shall be ownership of 
construed to include all persons who allow dogs or bitches how construed, 
to remain on or about their respective premises, as well as 
absolute ownership of the animals. 

Section 8. No doe: shall be permitted to run at large i^ogs not per- 

<=> IT o mitted to run at 

in said city, unless the name of the owner of such doe: be Jarge until collars 

"^ ° be fostened a- 

legibly written, printed or engraved upon a strap or collar '^""^ their necks 
securely fastened around the dog's neck, nor until the tax 
imposed by the sixth section of this ordinance shall have 
been paid. That every person owning any d( g or dogs 
within the city limits shall report the same and pay the 
tax thereon to the receiver of taxes on or before the first 
day of July in each year, whose receipt shall be the evi- 
dence of payment to the officer whose duty it is to enforce 
this ordinance, and that every person who shall hereafter 
buy or in any way become the owner of any dog, shall, 



within twenty days thereafter, report and pay tax on 
the same as aforesaid. That any person neglecting to re- 
port as aforesaid, may be informed of before the mayor, 
and on conviction of such neglect shall be subject to a fine 
of not less than^five or more than ten dollars, to be col- 
lected as other fines are collected, and that one dollar out 
of such fine, when paid, shall go to the informer. 
andpdiceSffi?e« SECTION Q. The high constable and police officers of 
se"2c^f4i."**'^^^^^ ^^^y ^^^ hereby authorized and required to seize any 
dog found running at large contrary to the foregoing pro- 
visions, and to convey the same to city pound and se- 
cure him there, and if no owner or claimant appears and 
claims such dog at the expiration of twenty-four hours 
from the time of such seizure, to kill and bury such dog, 
for which service they shall receive from the mayor, out of 
fines in his hands, the sum of one dollar for each dog so 
seized, killed and buried, and if within twenty-four hours 
aforesaid, any owner or claimant shall appear before the 
mayor and pay him the sum df two dollars, seventy-five 
cents thereof for the use of the city, fifty cents for the 
mayor, and seventy-five cents for the officer making the 
seizure, such owner's or claimant's dog shall be released 
from the pound and delivered to such owner or claimant ; 
Provided. That notice of the seizure and impounding shall 
be given by the officer seizing any dog to the owner, where 
such owner's name appears upon the dog's collar, if such 
owner can be found, and the two dollars demanded and 
refused before such dog shall be killed and buried as afore- 
said. 
howir^''^g8*°^ Section id. On complaint being made to the mayor of 
any dog within the city which shall by biting, barking, 
howling or in any other way or manner endanger the safe- 
ty or disturb the quiet of any person or persons whomso- 
ever, the mayor shall issue notice thereof to the person 
owning, keeping or permitting such dog to be kept, and 
in case such person shall neglect to cause such dog to be 
forthwith removed and kept beyond the limits of the city 
or destroyed, he shall forfeit and pay a fine of one dollar 
for every day during which such neglect shall continue 



after such notice ; Provided^ That the mayor shall be satis- 
fied that such dog had endangered the safety or disturbed 
the quiet of any person or persons in said city. Dogstobemut- 

Section i t. Whenever in the opijiion of the mayor and 
the city council there are good reasons for believing that 
any dogs in the city are in danger of becoming mad, it 
shall be the duty of the mayor, under resolution of coun- 
cil, to issue a proclamation requiring that all dogs shall 
for a period to be defined in said proclamation, and not 
exceeding two months, wear a good and substantial muz- 
zle, securely put on so as to effectually prevent them from 
biting ; any dog going at large during the period so defined 
by the mayor, without said muzzle, shall be killed and bu- 
ried, and the owner or keeper thereof fined an amount not 
exceeding ten dollars. It shall be the duty of the high 
constable and the police to enforce the provisions of the 
foregoing section. 



ASSESSMENTS. 
Section i. Before any ordinance shall be passed au- Cost of im- 

^ ^ provement to be 

thorizing the grading or paving of any avenue, street or ™^» * »jJJ^^^^*| 
alley, or the construction of any sewer or bridge, the coun- JjJ^^J^^^'^ 
cil shall cause the city engineer to make an estimate of ^^^^^|jjf^} 
the total cost of such improvement, particularly stating JJJet*^*S"the 
the items and the cost of each, and a map or plan of all aS5*S!Jer!° °^ 
the property liable to assessment for the cost of the same, 
and shall cause the street committee to view the proper- 
ty included in the map or plan of the property liable to 
such assessment, and make a schedule showing the total 
cash value of the same as nearly as can be ascertained, 
and the amount each property owner will be liable to pay 
for such improvement, which estimate and map or plan 
and schedule shall be attached to the ordinance before its 
passage, and remain on file in the council room for the 
benefit of all persons interested. 



. Notice to be Section 2. The clerk of the council shall, within five 

given of the **"■-, 

scssment. days after the completion of such improvement, give no- 

tice to each individual resident or owner on such propert}r 
^o assessed, or the agent thereof, or by affixing such notice 
upon the premises, and shall certify such assessment if not 
paid within ten days to the receiver of taxes, who shall 
proceed to collect the same according to law. 



BUILDINGS. 

Not lawful to Section i. It shall not be lawful for any person to eract 
SpSnfronnuJeffany buildings upon the front line of any lot fronting upon 
SJSn Ae liSe'S-or adjoining to and upon the line of any pavement, foot- 
foStwaiTOTSreet walk, strcct or alley, without first making application to 

without first hav- ^ , .. . ,, i t .i • « 

ing the lines duly the City engineer, or some other person duly authorized 
by council to regulate, establish and fix the lines of streets, 
and have the same regulated and duly marked, before such 
building or buildings shall be commenced, and any per- 
son or persons violating this provision shall pay a penalty 
of not less than ten ilor more than fifty dollars for each 
offense. 

And any person or persons who shall by neglecting or 
refusing to comply with the above ordinance, or having 
complied with its requirements, and after the line of the 
street or alley as aforesaid shall have been thus regulated 
Penalty. and marked, shall wilfully and in defiance of this ordinance, 
erect or build any building or buildings or cause to be 
erected any building or buildings beyond the prescribed 
limits as ascertained and marked by the city engineer as 
aforesaid, he or they shall, upon conviction, forfeit and 
pay a penalty of not less than twenty-five dollars nor more 
than one hundred dollars for every such offense, and a like 
penalty for each and every week that such building or 
other structure shall remain in violation of the provisions 
of this section. 
„ ,3. z Section 2. All that portion of the city included within 

Building fire *■ - . 

district. the following boundaries shall be known as the fire dis- 



trict : Beginning at a point on the Susquehanna river on 
line of Union street projected to said river, thence along 
the southerly side of Union street to Canal street; thence 
along the westerly side of Canal street to South street; 
thence along the northerly side of South street to the Sus- 
quehanna river; thence up the river to the line of Union 
street projected ; also^that portion of Main street lying 
between Union and i^oS^ ^'treets, including the territory 
on both sides of the street to a depth of one hundred and 
fifty feet. Any person preposing to construct, erect, en- 
large, elevate or remove any building whatsoever in said 
fire district, shall make a written application, subscribed by Application for 
him, to the building permit committee, for a permit, and "^"'^^"^ ^'™''- 
shall state in such application the location of the proposed 
building, the dimensions and manner of construction and 
the materials to be used therein, and also that the build- 
ing is to be erected, enlarged or removed in accordance 
with the ordinances of the city. It shall be the duty of 
said committee to investigate the facts stated in the appli- 
cation, and if a majority of their number shall be satisfied 
of the justice of granting the permit applied for, they shall 
so state in writing upon the application and sign their 
names to the same, which when so signed, shall be filed in 
the office of the city clerk, who shall, upon the receipt 
of a fee of fifty cents, which shall enure to the benefit . f** *or ^"»^^- 

' ' ing permit. 

of the city, issue his certificate to the applicant for the 
same. In case of refusal by said committee to grant per- 
mit the applicant may appeal to council in session. And 
in said district no permit shall be granted for the erection, 
construction, enlarging, elevating or removing of any house 
or building whatsoever, unless the outer walls and cover- 
ing of the roof are or shall be composed wholly of incom- Buildings to be 

** * ^ composed of m- 

bustible materials ; Providedy That nothing contained in j^^'*^** °*** 

this section shall apply to the building of coal sheds, bath 

houses or privies not more than twelve feet high. Any 

person violating any of the provisions of this section shall, 

upon conviction, forfeit and pay a penalty of not less than Penalty. 

fifty dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, and a like 

penalty for every week that such building or other struc- 
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ture shall remain in violation of the provisions of this sec- 
tion. 
BuUding permit SECTION 3. The building permit committee shall con- 
sist of the chief engineer of fire department and the city 
engineer, who shall serve without compensation, and the 
members of the fire department committee, four of whom 
shall constitute a majority. They shall hold meetings one 
day each week when necessary, for the purpose of hearing 
applications for building permits. * 
Clerk of build- Section 4. The clerk of the council shall act as 'clerk of 
mittee to report sairf committcc, and it shall be his duty to report at each 
cates issued. meeting 'of the council, from the files in his possession, the 
number of certificates issued by him for permits granted 
by said committee since the last meeting, to whom and 
for what description of building they were issued, and the 
location, materials, &c., of the buildings to be erected or 
removed, as the case may be; he shall make a brief entry 
of the same upon the journal, and carefully preserve the 
files in his office. 
Wooden build- ScETloN 5. Whenever any wooden building in said fire 
thS one^Slif **of district shall have been damaged by fire or otherwise less 
ciimaygralitper- than one-half its value, in the opinion of said committee, 

mit to restore the , 1 ' * • • 1 • j 

iame. the council may by vote authorize a permit to be issued 

to restore the same to its former dimensions upon such 
conditions as they may prescribe. 

Section 6. It shall not be lawful for any person to de- 
atree^te^^fuiid- posit or occupy with building materials any portion of any 
ing ma en . g^j.^^^ ^j. ^Hey within the city, without first obtaining from 

the city engineer a permit, which permit shall designate 
that not exceeding one-half the width of the street or al- 
ley in front of the ground proposed to be built upon may 
for the time necessary, be so occupied by materials; side- 
walks shall in no case be so occupied. Any person viola- 
ting this section shall forfeit and' pay a penalty of not less 
than five dollars nor more than twenty-five dollars. 
Thickness of SECTION /. That the thickness of walls of all buildings 
hereafter erected, constructed or built in said city, shall be 
as follows, to wit : In all buildings hereafter to be erected, 
constructed, built or altered, which are not more than 



thirty-five feet high, having a frontage of not more than 
twenty feet, side or division walls not more than forty feet 
in length unsupported hy any cross or division walls, the 
cellar or foundation walls shall not be less than eighteen 
inches in thickness, the party and exterior walls not less 
than eight inches. In all buildings from thirty-five to 
forty-five feet high, having a frontage of not more than 
forty feet, side or division walls not more than eighty feet 
in length unsupported by any cross or division walls, the 
foundation or cellar wall shall not be less than twenty 
inches in thickness, the party and exterior walls not less 
than twelve inches in thickness. In all buildings from 
forty-five to fifty-five feet high, having a frontage of not 
more than eighty feet, side or division walls not more than 
one hundred and fifty feet in length unsupported by any 
cross or division walls, the foundation or cellar walls shall 
not be less than twenty-two inches in thickness, the party 
walls not less than twelve inches, and the outside walls 
not less than sixteen inches to the height of the first story 
and twelve inches the remainder of the height. In all 
buildings from fifty-five to sixty-five feet high, having more 
frontage and greater depth than those above mentioned, 
unsupported by any cross or division walls, the foundation 
or cellar walls shall not be less than twenty-four inches, 
the party and exterior walls not less than sixteen inches 
to the height of the first story and twelve inches the re- 
mainder of the height, and whenever any builder, owner 
or contractor may construct or erect any building to a 
greater height, frontage or depth than those above speci- 
fied, the increased thickness of the wall shall be determined 
by the city engineer. 

Section 8. It shall not be lawful for any person or per- 
sons to erect, construct or build any front wall, rear wall, 
or any party wall between two or more houses or build- 
ings on any of said streets, upon any wooden girder or er^*JJ*|S>w?d*^' 
rafter, or to support any such front, rear, party or division 
wall by any wooden support whatever : nor shall it be . Not lawfu to 

irir iMi ... - build any wooden 

lawful for any person to build any wooden loist, rafter, io»' within eight 

' * ^ •> ' ' inches of any 

beam or girder within eight inches of any chimney or flue, chimney. 



12 

whatever^ in any house or building within the limits of the 
city ; nor shall any stove or furnace be used in any build- 

Stovepipes, j^g in the city unless the pipe or pipes thereof be conduct- 
ed into a chimney ; no stove pipe shall be permitted to 
pass through any wooden partition, unless such partition 
shall on all sides be separated at least two inches from 
such pipe and protected by tin, sheet iron or other fire- 
proof shield ; no stove or stove pipe, in use, shall be per- 
mitted within eighteen inches of any wooden partition, u;i- 
less such partition shall be protected by tin or sheet iron 
covering. Any person violating any of the provisions of 
sections seven or eight shall forfeit and pay a penalty not 
exceeding ten dollars for every twenty-four hours of the 
continuance of such offence. 

Ashes. Section 9. No ashes shall be kept in any wooden box, 

cask or barrel, or emptied on any wooden floor, in any 
building or outhouse in said city. 

Section 10. No machine or contrivance shall be used 

Gas generating in any building in said city for generating gas from oil or 

machines prohib- •' ° J b t> K> 

itcd. Other fluid, for lighting purposes, without a permit there- 

for granted by a vote of the council. 
Bonfires. SECTION II. No bonfire shall be kindled in any street 

or public place within the fire district of said city, nor any 
part of said city within one hundred feet of any building, 
except in gardens, nor in any garden within twenty-five 
feet of any building, nor in any garden except between 
sunrise and two o'clock in the afternoon. 
Defecingbuiid- SECTION 12. No person shall injure or deface any pub- 

ings,fence8,signs, • ^ i_ -ij. r • j. - -j -^ 

etc. he or private building, fence, sign or property in said city, 

by cutting, breaking, marking, daubing with paint, or in 
any other manner. Any person offending against any of 
the provisions of sections nine, ten, eleven or twelve, shall 
forfeit and pay a penalty of not more than fifty dollars for 
every such offense. 

Section 13. Whenever any building in said city, de- 
signed in whole or in part for public use, shall, in the opin- 
ion of the council be unsafe, by reason of insufficient fa- 
p^^frJJTpubiS cilities for egress in case of fire or other accident, said 
buudings. council shall have power to make such order relative to 
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the alteration of such building, after giving the parties in 
interest reasonable opportunity to be heard, as the nature 
of the case requires ; and to prohibit the use of such build- 
ing for public purposes until the order of said council is 
complied with. 

Such order shall prescribe the time within which such 
alterations shall be made, and the city clerk shall cause a 
certified copy of said order to be served upon the owners 
or occupants of any such building or the agent of such 
owner, as said council may direct. 

Every owner of such building who shall neglect or re- 
fuse to comply with the order of said council relative to 
such alterations, upon due notice thereof, and every lessee 
or owner of any such building, who shall use, or allow the 
same to be used for public purposes, when prohibited by 
said council, shall forfeit and pay a penalty of not less than 
twenty-five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, 
and a like penalty for every day thereafter until the order penalty, 
of said council is complied with. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the 19th 
day of March, A. D. 1878. 

G..M. REYNOLDS, 
President of ttu Council, 
[SEAL] Attest the seaLof the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk. 

Approved March 25th, 1878. 

W. W. LOOMIS, Mayor. 



BURIAL GROUNDS AND BURIALS. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Wilkes-BarrCy in City Council assembled y as follows: 

Section i. That it shall be unlawful to occupy the pub- 
lic cemetery for any other purpose than the burial of the 
dead ; except for such necessary conveniences, for the erec- burials, 
tion of buildings to accommodate employees, or passing 



and repassingf of visitors, or other purposes necessary for a 
burial place. 
Aiiouncnt of SECTION 2. Lots and half lots will be allotted to resi- 
dents of the city who will number, enclose and improve 
them as required by regulations four and five, for the in- 
terment of kindred and friends lying in the old grave yard, 
and when so numbered, enclosed and improved, the same 
will be reserved to said persons and their immediate resi- 
dent families, until the ground unoccupied within the en- 
closure shall be required for the use of the public at large 
for burials. 
Conditions. SECTION 3. The holder of each lot or half lot shall be 
subject to the conditions and limitations herein prescribed, 
or which, from time to time, the council may hereafter 
prescribe. 

Section 4. The holder of each lot may erect proper 

JjJjJ^"""^ stones, monuments or sepulchral, structures, and may orna^ 
ment the same with flowers and shrubbery; but no injury, 
which by proper care may be avoided, shall be caused to 
neighboring or other lots in the cemetery. 

In material and design all plans for enclosing lots shall 
be subject to the approval of the council or a committee 
of them. 

Section 5. Each lot holder is required to erect, at his 
or her expense, suitable landmarks of stone or iron, at the 

MdSdosiSS^ corners of each lot, and cause the number thereof to be 
legibly and permanently marked upon the premises, and 
also within six months from the date of allotment to en- 
close the same with chains, railings, hedges or coping not 
exceeding four feet in height. And if any holder shall 
omit for two months after notice to erect such landmarks 
and mark the number and enclose the lot, the council shall 
have authority to cause the same to be done at the ex- 
pense of such holder, or, at their option, may cancel the 
certificate of allotment and reallot the same. 

Trees and shrubs SECTION 6. If trees or shrubs situated in any lot, shall, 

if detrimental, to, r .% * ^i_i_ ii_'i_ 

be removed. by means of their roots, branches, or otherwise become 
detrimental to other lots or to the avenues or paths, or 
dangerous or inconvenient to passers-by, it shall be the 
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duty of the superintendent for the time being, and he shall 
have the right, to enter into such lot and remove such 
parts thereof as shall be so detrimental, dangerous or in- 
convenient. 

Section 7. All interments in lots shall be restricted to interments re- 
members of the family and relatives of the holder thereof be« of family and 

1 -n relatives. 

residents of the city of Wilkes-Barre, and no disinterment Disinterment, 
shall be allowed without a permit. 

Section 8. All materials for constructing enclosures Rubbish to be 
and rubbish consequent thereon, shall be conveyed to and 
removed from the grounds at the cost of the holder of the 
lot on which such enclosure shall be erected, and under the Qraves to be 
direction of the superintendent. All graves shall be dugf^t'j^jjj*^*^ 
by workmen in the employment of the council. The *^°;j!J^*^j^^ 
charge for digging the grave and for making up and sod- ^^efilSk*^*'** 
ding the same, must be paid to the clerk at the time of 
receiving the permit for interment. 

Section 9^ No sale or transfer of a burial lot or right saieortransfer 
of interment by the original or any subsequent holder 
thereof shall be valid ; and no lot holder shall demand, or 
receive, or suffer or permit to be demanded or received, 
any compensation whatever for interment therein. 

Section id. All admissions to the cemetery of visitors Visitors* 
shall be subject to the observance of such rules and in^ 
structions as the superintendent shall be charged with 
from time to time by the council. 

Section i i . The clerk shall keep a register of all allot- Retister^ 
ments of burial lots, a register of all burials, showing the 
exact spot of interment, and, if attainable, the name, age, 
birth-place, residence and occupation, and the disease of 
which the deceased died* 

RULES concerning VISITORS. 

Section 12. First — No person with a dog will be ad- 
mitted. Second — No vehicle shall be driven or horse rid- 
den in the cemetery at a gait faster than a walk. Thtrd-^ 
No horse shall be fastened, except at a post provided for 
the purpose, and no horse shall be left unfastened without 
a keeper. Fourth — No person shall gather any flowers, 



Fees. 
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either wild or cultivated, nor break any tree, shrub or plant. 
Fifth — No person shall write upon, deface or injure any 
monument, fence or other structure in or belonging to the 
cemetery. Sixth — No person shall be allowed to discharge 
fire-arms in the cemetery. Seventh — The gates shall not 
be opened before sunrise nor after sunset, except for the 
remains of persons who have died of contagious disease. 
Eighth — Children under twelve years of age shall not be 
admitted without their parents or guardians. Ninth — Any 
person violating the quiet and good order of the place by 
noise or other improper conduct or who shall violate any 
of the foregoing rules, will be compelled instantly to leave 
the grounds. Tenth — The superintendent and officers of 
police are charged with the execution of these rules and 
instructions. Any person violating any of the foregoing 
rules shall forfeit and pay a penalty of not less than five 
nor more than twenty-five dollars. 

Section 14. Rates of fees and charges which shall en- 
ure to the benefit of the city are as follows : Permit for 
burial in all cases, fifty-cents ; digging grave, not more 
than six feet deep, four dollars ; digging grave for children 
thirteen years of age and under, not more than five feet 
in depth, three dollars ; permit for removal, in all cases, 
fifty cents ; removing body of adult, four dollars ; remov- 
ing body of child thirteen years of age or under, three 
dollars. 

Improper con- SECTION 15. Evcry person guilty of uttering any pro- 
*^"*^' fane, obscene or threatening language or of making any 

disturbing noise in any burial ground in said city, shall for- 
feit and pay a penalty of not more than fifty dollars for 
every such offence. 

Section i6. It shall be unlawful to inter the body of 
Depthof graves, ^^y deceased pcrson within the city limits at a less depth 
from the bottom of the grave to the surface of the ground 
than six feet for an"adult and five feet for a child of thir- 
teen years or under. And any person, company, associa- 
tion or corporation violating this section shall, upon con- 
viction, pay a fine of ten dollars for each offence. 
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Section 17. Every person who shall climb upon or over climbing upon 
the burial ground fence or wall of any public or private ^unrfenc«"or 

m .« 1* • \ 'a ^t_ 11 r monuments or de» 

burial ground in said city, or upon or over the wall or fence facing same. 
enclosing any lot in such cemetery, who shall climb upon 
or stand upon any of the monuments in said cemetery, ex- 
cept in cases of necessity, or who shall wilfully and ma- 
liciously mark, deface, mutilate, destroy, remove or injure 
any wall, fence or gateway of any burial ground in said 
city, or of any lot or enclosure in such burial ground, or 
any turf, tree, shrub, plant, vault, tomb, tombstone, monu- 
ment or ornament in such burial ground, shall forfeit and 
pay a penalty of not less than five nor more than one hun- ^ o'^same. 
dred dollars for every such offence. 

Section 18. All fines or penalties imposed by any of 
the sections of this ordinance shall be collectible before 
the mayor in the same manner as other fines and penalties 
are now by law recoverable. 

Section 23. The commissioners shall serve without commissioners 

, to serve without 

compensation. compensation. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the first 
day of April, A. D. 1878. 

G. M. REYNOLDS, 
President of the CounciL 
[seal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk. 
Approved April i, 1878. 

W. W. LOOMIS, Mayor, 



CITY COUNCIL. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Wilkes-Barre^ in City Council assembled, as follows: 

Section I. There shall be at least one regular meeting 
of the council held each month, the day and hour of suchings 
meeting to be fixed by rule or resolution of council, and 
the president may, and at the request of five members in 



Regulu meet> 
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writing shall, call special meetings whenever it may be 
deemed necessary. 
Notice of meet- SECTION 2. Noticc of regular meetings shall be given 

ings, how given. ® o o 

to all members of council by postal card or by note, en- 
closed in an envelope duly directed and placed in the city 
post office, at least three days previous to the day of any 
regular meeting, and all notices of special meetings shall 
be served personally by giving to each member of the 
council an attested copy of the order, or by leaving such 
copy at the usual place of residence of each member pre- 
vious to the time prescribed in the order of such meeting 
— all notices of special meetings of council or their com- 
mittees shall be served by members of the police force 
without extra charge or compensation. 

The council to SECTION 3. The council shall from time to time make 
such rules of proceeding and government of the meetings 
as they may deem proper, in conformity with the general 
principles of parliamentary law. 

Section 4. Whenever any matter is submitted to any 
committee of the city council, the meetings of said com- 

Committee meet- ^ ** 

ings to be held in mittce shall bc held in the council room, and all the pro- 

the council room. * 

per files and maps relating to the case shall be laid before 
such committee by the city clerk. 

Files of maps SECTION 5. All filcs, maps and records belonging to or 
reco . coming into the hands of any officer or committee of said 
city or council, shall be carefully preserved and handed 
over to his or their successors in office, or other person 
proper to receive the same, and when the matter to which 
they relate shall have been fully disposed of they shall be 
deposited and carefully preserved in the office of the city 
clerk. 

Section 6. Every person who shall fraudulently or 
Penalty for tak- otherwise without consent of the council, take away, con- 

mg away, con- 
cealing or de- ceal, destroy, mutilate or alter any book record, map or 

stroving city re- • -^ ' ' ^ 

cords, etc. file belonging to the city, or in the charge or custody of 
any committee or officer of the city, shall forfeit and pay 
a penalty of not less than five dollars nor more than one 
hundred dollars for every such offense. 
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Section 7* Any member of the council who shall per- 
sist in the use of any violent or disrespectful language dur- violent or dis- 

respectful Ian- 

ing any of its meetings, or violate any of the rules of order «*»««• 
adopted by the council after having been twice called to 
order by the president, shall forfeit and pay a penalty of 
not less than two dollars nor more than ten dollars for 
each offense. 

Section 8. The doors of the hall of the council shall be 
opened for the admission of all orderly citizens who may. ^u orderly dt- 

* ^ ' izens admitted 

choose to attend the sessions thereof, but any person or ^"^di*^"**"* ^^ 

persons who shall by any disorderly conduct, disturb the 

sessions of the council, or interrupt the business thereof, 

shall be expelled from the hall and its sessions and pay ^isoMto'bl'ix^liI 

penalty of not less than two dollars nor more than ten dol-"*- 

lars for each offense. 

The Building Permit Committee, 
" Fire Department ** 
" Gas Lamp ** 

** Police " Committees to 

audit bills of their 
" Printing " department. 

Public Property 

Sanitary 

Streets " shall meet at the call 

of the chairman for the transaction of such business as may 
pertain to said department. 

They shall (except the building permit committee) each 
month examine and audit all bills created in and for said 
department, and cause those approved by them to be 
passed over to the city clerk for the committee on ac- 
counts. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the 19th 
day of March, A. D. 1878. 

G. M. REYNOLDS, 
President of the Council^ 
[seal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk. 
Approved March 25, 1878. 

W. W. LOOMIS, Mayor. 



" Public Property 
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CONTRACTS. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
WilkeS'Barre in City Council assembled^ as follows: 
Bonds, deeds, SECTION I. No bood, dccd OX othcf contract under seal 
toicts° *^^ *^**"' shall be issued in the name of said city, without an order 
or resolution therefor, previously passed in due form, by 
the council. 
Ditto. Section 2. All bonds, deeds and other contracts under 

seal, lawfully authorized, shall be signed and executed by 
the mayor and the president of the council in behalf of 
said city and countersigned by the city clerk. 
Borrowing mo- SECTION 3. Whenever it shall be necessary to borrow 
^^^' money for the use of the city, by bonds or otherwise, for 

the purpose of making any public improvement, or the 
payment of any floating indebtedness, or any legitimate 
purpose authorized by resolution of council, the finance 
committee shall provide for the manner and terms of ef- 
fecting such loan, subject to the approval of the council ; 
Provided. That all loans or negotiations for money by the 
council or committee, shall be in conformity with the acts 
of assembly relating thereto. 
City officials not SECTION 4. It shall not be lawful for any city officer or 

to make purchas- . ,. . a • % ^ ■% ^ 

es for the city to committee to contract, bargam or agree tor and m behalf 

exceed in cost the ri-r i* ^i..i . ^ r 

sum of fifty doi- of the City, for any object or thing, the amount whereof 

shall exceed the sum of fifty dollars, without consent of 

the council previously obtained. 

City officers SECTION 5. Any city officer or committee making any 

iS*beh^aiT"o'rth^ contract in behalf of the city, shall keep a careful record 

coJd of thrsai^i of the samc for the information of the city authorities ; 

and file it in the , . . ^ j •. 1 /• 

office of the city and any written contract made with any person, firm or 
corporation, or record of the same as aforesaid, shall be 
filed in the office of the city clerk. 
City printing SECTION 6. That the city printing shall' be done by con- 

ris;.^?"""^''^^^ awarded by the council to the lowest responsible bid- 
y contract. ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ year or less at a time, the same to be done 

under the direction of the committee on printing. All 
proposals for printing shall be opened by the president of 
the council at a regular meeting of the council, and no 
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rates for printing shall be allowed greater than those paid 
by individuals. City advertisements and such other print- 
ing not required by law as council may order, shall be paid 
for per line of ten words each, and the price shall not ex- 
ceed the rates charged individuals for similar work. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the first 
day of April, A. D. 1878. 

G. M. REYNOLDS, 
President of the Council^ 
[seal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk. 
Approved April i, 1878. 

W. W. LOOMIS, Mayor. 



ELECTIONS. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
WilkeS'Barrey in City Council assembled^ as follows: 
Section i. It shall be the duty of the high constable 

r 1 • e tTTMt T\ 1 % % f 1 High constable 

of the City of Wilkes-Barre, at least ten days before the to issue election 

* ^ notices. 

third Tuesday in February in each year, to give notice to 
the citizens of the city election to take place on said day, 
between the hours of seven o'clock a. m. and seven o'clock 
p. m., by posting not less than twenty-five nor more than 
thirty handbills, one at the place of holding the election 
in each ward and the rest in public places throughout the 
city, therein stating the several offices to be filled, as well 
for the several wards as for the city at large. 
The following election blanks are to be furnished by the certain blanks 

rif\7 iria • to be fUrnished by 

Return and triplicate return sheets, statements, tally 
sheets, and aldermen's return sheets - the remainder will 
be furnished by the county commissioners. 



^^ 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Fire districts. SECTION I. That the city be divided into three fire dis- 
tricts : 

The First District shall comprise the territory north and 
east of North street projected from the Susquehanna river 
to the city line. 

^^Nj a?^ The Second District shall comprise the territory south 
^ NN) C^^^ ^^^^ ^^ North street projected from the Susquehanna 
*^ ^\N|;iver to the city line, bounded on the south by Ross street 
^ tv 3 ^^ ^^ canal, up the canal to South street, out South street 
to the city line. 

The Third District shall comprise the territory south 
and west of the second district. 

The number of men comprising the several companies 

Company No.6 shall bc as now fixed by ordinance except company num- 

teen men, indud- bcr SIX, which shall consist of fifteen men, including officers. 

ing officers. __ • » « ^^ -i 

[Passed July 9, 1879.] 

The fire depart- SECTION 2. The fire department of said city shall con- 
Jhi?consuu)f.*'sist of the standing committee of the council on the fire 
department, a chief engineer and two assistants, one or 
more steam fire engines, the companies of which shall con- 
sist each of one engineer, one driver, one stoker, a foreman 
and assistant foreman, and not mc re than eight men ; one 
or more hose carriages, the companies of which shall con- 
sist each of a foreman and an assistant foreman and not 
more than eight men ; one or more hook and ladder com- 
panies, consisting each of one foreman, an assistant fore- 
man, a tillerman and not more than fifteen men ; all of 
Qualifications, whom shall be of good character and residents and voters 
of the city, who shall not be subjected to removal on ac- 
count of any political, religious or other sentiment enter- 
tained by them, so long as said opinion or sentiment does 
not interfere with the faithful and efficient discharge of 
their respective duties as employes of the fire department. 

Foremen may The foreman of each company may employ extra men 
Si°vlaSii«!° at fires to fill vacancies in his company caused by absence 
of regular members. 



em 
to 
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Section 3. At the first regular meeting of the council 
after the first Tuesday in January in each year, the council Appointmcmof 

^ ^ ' ' , officers and men. 

shall appoint one person as chief engineer of the city, who 
shall be a resident property holder and voter of the city, 
and one person for each fire district as an assistant engi- 
neer, who shall be a resident and voter in their respective 
districts, and upon the recommendation of the fire depart- 
ment committee the requisite number of persons to per- 
form the duties of their several positions as hereinbefore 
provided in section two, all of whom shall be ex-officio 
members of the police force at fires or alarms, and shall 
subscribe before the mayor a similar oath of office pre- 
scribed for the regular policeman. And any vacancy oc- 
curring in any of said appointments may be filled at the 
next or any succeeding meeting of the council ; after such 
cause of vacancy any of said appointees may be removed 
by the council at any time, for incapacity or neglect of 
duty. 

Section 4. The chief engineer shall attend all fires oc- Duties of chief 
curring in the city and shall superintend and direct the*°*^°**'* 
operations of the companies thereat, in such manner as to 
preserve property from destruction by fire or an unneces- 
say use of water, and shall give such orders as in his judg- 
ment may be proper for the more effectual preservation of 
property. He shall be governed in the performance of 
his duties by the rules and regulations established by the 
council, and shall have full and entire control of the fire 

I 

ground during the time of fire. He shall see that the fire 
plugs in the city are in good and serviceable condition, 
and on the occurrence of fires shall have control and use 
of all said fire plugs. He shall ascertain, if possible, the 
origin of each fire, and if caused by incendiaries shall fur- 
nish such information as he may collect to the mayor of 
said city. He shall procure a book in which he shall make 
a record of each fire and its location, the cause of the same, 
the amount and kind of property destroyed and the value 
thereof, the owner or owners of the same, amount of in- 
surance, if any, and in what offices, and such other infor- 
matiori as may be useful, all of which he shall communi- 
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cate to the mayor. He shall report to the fire depart^ 
ment committee any member or company of the fire de- 
partment who may have disobeyed his orders or violated 
any of the rules or regulations. He shall have control 
over the property of the fire department and be held 
strictly accountable therefor to the council. He shall, at 
the last stated meeting of the council before the first 
Tuesday in December of each year, prepare and submit an 
accurate report to the council of the state of the fire de- 
partment. 

Duties of assist- SECTION 5. The assistant enerineers shall attend at all 

ant engineers. "^ *^ 

fires occurring in the city, and aid and assist the chief en- 
gineer in the discharge of his duties and act under his di- 
rections. In the absence of the chief engineer the assist- 
ant engineer of the district wherein the fire occurs shall 
act as chief engineer, and in his absence and the absence 
of the chief, the assistant first arriving on the ground 
shall assume the authority of chief engineer, and his or- 
ders shall be respected accordingly by the fire department. 

Thepropertyof SECTION 6. The property of each steam fire engine 
companies "s^aU Company shall consist of one steam fire engine and two 
horses, if deemed necessary, one hose carriage or truck 
and not less than five hundred feet of hose. Each hose 
company, of not less than one hose carriage or truck and 
not less than five hundred feet of hose. Each hook and 
ladder company, of not less than one truck with all neces- 
sary ladders and implements, together with all minor ac- 
cessories for each company for effective, active service. 

Salaries of cm- SECTION /. The Salaries of the employes of the depart- 
ment shall be as follows : Chief engineer, twenty-five dol- 
lars per annum ; assistants, ten dollars each per annum ; 
engineer of steamer, twenty dollars per annum ; foreman, 
seven and one-half dollars per annum, and all other men 
not herein specified five dollars per annum, and they shall 
be paid in addition for work actually performed at fires 
and alarms of fires the following compensation: thirty 
cents per hour from seven a. m. to eight p. m., and forty 
cents per hour from eight p. m. to seven a. m. 
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Section 8. Immediately on the alarm of fire during the 
night, it shall be the duty of the respective policemen and Duties of police 

, , ^. / r.t. 1. ""^^ watchmen on 

watchmen of said city to give notice thereof withm their alarm of fire, 
respective beats, by crying fire, mentioning the street and 
direction where it may be, and whenever possible give such 
signals on bells, steam whistles or gongs as may be adopted 
by the regulations ; and any policeman or watchman ne- 
glecting so to do shall forfeit and pay a fine of ten dollars. 
Section 9. Any person not a member of the fire de- 
partment of said city using the uniform or any part there- Uniform, pen- 
of determined upon by the regulations, shall forfeit and persons not mem- 

f . ., bersofthcdepart- 

pay a fine of ten dollars.. ment. 

Section 10. If any person or persons shall injure, de- injunngfireap- 

•^ * r ■' paratus. 

face, or in any manner destroy any city fire apparatus, or nj„derin ^rc 
hinder or obstruct any city fire company or hook and lad- compani^^^from 
der company, or any member thereof, from freely passing '^''"«*'*^"'*- 
along the streets of said city to or from a fire, or in any 
manner hinder or prevent any of said fire companies or 
any member of the same from operating at any fire, each 
and every person or persons so hindering, obstructing or 
preventing, shall pay a fine not exceeding fifty dollars. Penalty for. 

Section ii. In case of any alarm of fire, it shall be the 
duty of the respective owners or drivers of animals and Animals and 

* * vehicles to be rc- 

vehicles in any street in which any steamer, hose carriage ^^o^^toAc right 
or hook and ladder truck is approaching, to move such^«**««'»«^^^«:** 

* * «*» fire apparatus is 

animal or vehicft to the right of the centre of such street approaching. 
without delay, so as to give such fire apparatus free and 
unobstructed passage on its right hand side to the fire ; no 
person 3hall drive any artimal or vehicle over any hose ^ Not uwfui to 

* ' * ^ ' drive over hose. 

laid by the fire department without permission therefor 
first obtained of the chief engineer or one of the assistants. 
/Lny person violating this clause shall pay a fine not ex7 
ceeding five dollars. 
Section 12, If any person or per^Bons shall knowingly False alarms— 

^^ ocu&ltv for firivinflT 

give or cause to be given any false alarm of fire, he, she, 
or they shalj pay a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars. 
Section 13. Should any person or persons unauthorized 
have in his or their possession, make or cause to be made Keys of the de- 
any key or keys pf any fire engine or truck house, or use p*"™*"'- 
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or cause the same to be used without the consent of the 
proper authority, he, she, or they shall pay a fine not ex- 
ceeding fifty dollars. 

Section 14. First, All companies composing the fire 
Companies to department shall be furnished with copies of the ordi- 

bc furnished with * * 

alS're"^S'ioSfof^^"^^^' rules and regulations relating to said department, 

the department, and it shall bc the duty of the officers and members to 

conform to the requirements therein, and all orders of the 

chief engineer. The companies shall be designated by 

numbers. 

DUTIES OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER. 

Duties of chief Secofid, The chicf engineer shall have entire command 
of the department at fires, and direct his assistants how to 
dispose of the respective companies of their districts. It 
shall be his duty once a month to visit the several houses 
of the department, and see that the apparatus, building, 
horses and all the properties of the companies are in pro- 
per condition ; and should he find any member of the^ de- 
partment derelict in his duty, he shall have the authority 
to suspend him and at once report the matter to the coun- 
cil for their action. He must also appear on the fire ground 
fully equipped. 
Duties of assist- Third, It shall be the duty of assistant engineers to pre- 
ant engineers. ggj.yg order and discipline in the companies of their re- 
spective districts, especially while going to, in service at, 
and returning from fires, and require and enforce a strict 
compliance with the city ordinances, rules and regulations 
of the department. They shall also keep or cause to be 
kept fair and exact rolls specifying the age, time of admis- 
sion and discharge of each member of their respective dis- 
tricts, and accounts of all the city property entrusted to 
the care of the several members, and of all absence or tar- 
diness of the same, in books provided for that purpose by 
the city, which record books are always to be subject to 
the order of the council. They shall also make to the 
chief engineer true and accurate returns in writing of all 
the members in their respective districts, with their ages, 
residence and occupation ; also monthly or oftener, if neces- 
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sary, statements of the condition of the apparatus and 
property of the department entrusted to their care, with 
an estimated h'st of all articles that may be required for 
the ensuing month, and shall take a receipt from each 
member for city property received by them. 

Fourth. The officer having charge of a company at a fire Duties of the 
shall remain with the apparatus with which he is connect- cha"!^ of Vcim. 
ed, except when otherwise directed by his superior officer, p*"^ *^* "*• 
He shall direct the operations of the same and preserve 
order among the members of his company ; he shall re- 
main at or about the apparatus to which he is attached, 
and after each fire or alarm of fire, when his apparatus has 
been properly housed, he shall take a correct account of 
the time of each member who has worked at such fire, in 

« 

a book provided for that purpose. He will be held re- 
sponsible for the conduct of his men while on the fire 
ground and will be required to report in writing to the 
chief engineer any dereliction of duty or violation of the 
rules by the members. And that the foreman of each 
company be directed to turn in the time on the first of Time for scr- 
each month for services at fires for the preceding month, returned monthly 
giving the location of the refi, date, hour and whether day 
or night time, and countersigned by the assistant engineer 
of the district in which the fire occurred. Any acting fore- 
man who shall report false time for any member of his False time. 
company and be found guilty of the same, shall be dis- 
missed. 

Fifth. It shall be the duty of the engineer of each steam rnity of engi- 
fire engine company to accompany his engine to all fires '^~'°^''^"- 
or alarms and discharge the duties appertaining to his po- 
sition, as directed by the foreman of his company or his 
superior officer ; and he shall be required to see that his 
engine is kept in complete order for service. He shall 
have full charge of the company at all times in the ab- 
sence of the foreman or assistant. 

TILLERMAN. 

Sixth. The tillerman, in addition to his duties as fireman Duties of tiUcr^ 
of the truck companies, shall have charge of the apparatus 
and house of his company. 



men. 
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FIREMEN. 



men 



Duties of fire- Sevftitk, It shall be the duty of each fireman immediate- 
ly upon an alarm of fire, to accompany his apparatus to 
the locality of $aid fire, and perform such duties as may 
be required of him by his sMperipr officer. 

Spirituous and Eighths No spiHtuous or malt liquors shall be allotved 
intoxicated mem- in any engine or other house belonging to the department, 
or at any fire or alarm of fire* Any member seen iiltoxi* 
cated about any engine house or other house used by the 
fire department, at any fire or alarm of fire, shall be sub* 
ject to removal. 

Ninth. Any officer or meniber of the dep<^rtment whd 

Refusal to per- shall wilfully ncglect or refuse to perform his duty, or shall 
orm uties, e c. ^^ guilty of disobedience to his superior officer or officers^ 
shall for such offence be suspended from the depsirtment, 
and any officer or member who shall offend against any 
ordinance of th^ city relating to the fife department, shall, 
in addition to the liability of suspension by the chifef eur 
gineer, be also liable to a penalty of not less tbfrn five nor 
more than ten dollars, the same to be deducted from the 
pay of the person so offending* . 

Memberstosign Tenth, Each officer and member of the fire department 
an agreement, ^^y^ gjgj^ ^^ following agreement, in a book to be pro- 
vided for that purpose by the fire department : 

" The undersigned, having been appointed a member of 
the city of Wilkes-Barre fire department, hereby agrees to 
abide by all the ordinances of the city and the rules and 
regulations of the department relating thereto." 

Relative to leav- Eleventh. No company shall be permitted to leave the 
fireappSatuT City with their apparatus under any consideration what- 
ever, except by permission of the chief engineer or one of 
the assistant engineers or the mayor. In case any neigh- 
boring community desires the assistance of the fire depart- 
ment they shall apply to one of the above officers, guar- 
anteeing the expenses specified below, whereupon said 
officer may authorize so much of the department to go to 
their assistance as he may deem necessary, not exceeding 
one steamer and two hose carriages, with the necessary 



29 

imen and horses. Any community applying as above will 
be charged the same rate of wages allowed the firemen fof 
like services and any cost for repairs or injury to thfe ap- 
paratus. It shall be the duty of the city clerk to make a 
statement of the expenses unadr seal and forward the sami 
to the applicant three days from date of fire. 

Twelfth. Absence from a fire or an alarm of fire with- Absence from 
out good and sufficient cause> shall subject the jparty ab- 
senting himsel? to the following fine, viz : 

Chief or assistant engineers • $3 06 

Engineer of steamer. 3 po 

Foreman i §6 

Fireman 1 06 

Driver \ . i 06 

Stoker ; i OQ 

Tillermah . ! , i bd 

The same to be deducted from their pay. If absent with- 
out excuse from three fires in succession, he shall be dis- 
missed and another appointed in his place. 

Thirteenth. The halls of the department shall not be let Political meet- 

f i*<*t t • 111* inss and card 

for any political meetings or purposes ; no persons shall be pia^inz prohibit- 
allowed to congregate about the houses except those who *" *" 
belong to the department. Card playing and political dis* 

cussions are likewjpe prohibited on the premises. 

< 

Fourteenth. The apparatus of the department, unless by ^he apparatus 
special order of the fire department committee, shall be ext^^uhmiLtof 
used for no other purpose than the extinguishment of fires. ^"*°"^y- 

Fifteenth. The personal attendance of the memberiS is pe»onaiattend> 
expected at all fires and alarms of fires, and attendance ^"^* ^"^^*^- 
by substitute without the consent of the board is a viola- 
tion of the rules of the department, and will subject the 
party so acting to immediate dismissal, unless in case of 
sickness or absence from the city. 

Sixteenth. No person shall be allowed to ride on the peKonsnotai- 
hose carriages, engines or trucks, going to or returning hoTe^ 'ca5iag«1 
from a fire except the driver, engineer, stoker, tillerman*'^'*^^*^'*^^ ^' 
or chief and assistant engineers, and no hose company will 
be permitted to attach their apparatus to a steam engine. 
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Uniform tocon. Seventeenth. The uniform of this department shall be 
sistof the leather skull cap lately adopted by the Philadelphia 

fire department, and a waterproof overcoat. The cap of 
the chief and assistant engineers to be of white, of fore- 
men red, and of members black. 

INSPECTIONS. 

Inspections. Eighteenth. Inspections shall be made on the first Satur- 
day of January and July of each year. Members shall be 
allowed one dollar for each inspection. 
Subscriptions Nineteenth. No subscription list for any purpose will be 
pro I itc . allowed to be circulated among citizens of the city unless 
permission be granted by the chief engineer and fire de- 
partment committee. 
Apparatus tobe Twentieth. All apparatus, hose and implements belong- 
proper y ous . .^^ ^^ ^j^^ department must be properly housed before the 

working time is allowed or taken account of by the acting 
foreman. 



Signals. 



SIGNALS. 

Twenty-fifst. The signals shall be as follows : 
First District — Four taps of the bell, pausing between 
^ . each four. Steamer number two and hose companies 
^ >• numbers three and eight shall respond to this signal. 
^S^ CV^ 5^^(?«rf District — Two taps of the bell, pausing between 
)^ vK) *v>iach two. Steamers numbers one and two and hose com- 
^ v^ panies numbers one, two and six shall respond to this sig- 
^ ^ ^ nal. 
^ 3j Third District — Three taps of the bell, pausing between 

j each three. Steamer number one and hose companies 

number four and seven shall respond to this signal. 
whoareaUow- Twenty-^ccond. None but chief and assistant engineers 
ed to carry trum- ^.jj be allowcd to Carry trumpets at fires. 

Racing ptohib- Twcnty-third. Racing to or from a fire is positively pro- 
hibited, and no steamer, hose carriage or truck shall occu- 
py the pavement or footwalk either in going to or from a 
fire or an alarm, or upon any other occasion. Any officer 
or member in charge of any of the above fire apparatus, 
violating or permitting any violation of this section shall 
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forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding ten dollars for each 
offense. 

Section 15. The fire department committee shall, at Fire department 

committee to 

the first regular meeting of the council after the first Tues-make annual «- 
day in January in each year, make their annual report of 
the condition of the several companies and the apparatus 
comprising the department, re-organizing the same, re- 
commending the dismissal of members or officers where 
the same may be for the benefit of the department, and 
the appointment of other persons in their places, and re- 
commend such other changes in the membership of the 
several companies as they shall be of the opinion will add 
to the efficiency of the department, which, if in conformi- 
ty with the ordinances of the city, and if it shall be ap- 
proved by a majority of the members present, shall be 
adopted by them as the organization of the department 
for the ensuing year. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the 19th 
day of March, A. D. 1878. 

G. M. REYNOLDS, 

President of the CounciL 
[SEAL] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk. 
Approved March 25 th, 1878. 

W. W. LOOMIS, Mayor. 



FEE BILL. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
WilkeS'Barre, in City Council assembled^ as follows: 

Section i. That the mayor and officers of the city 
shall be entitled to demand and receive the following for 
their services other than from the city, and the mayor 
shall have power and authority to enforce the collection of 
the same by imprisonment in the lock-up for a period not 
exceeding forty-eight hours. 
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MAYOR. 

For issuing licences, each, fifty cents. For swearing in 
officers, eachv twenty-five cents. For certifying returns to 
service of process or notice, etc., ten cents. For all cases 
tried before him for violation of city ordinances, for each 
person one dollar and twenty-five cents. For other ser- 
vices same fees as allowed in the general fee bill to justices 
of the peace and aldermen for like services. For each po- 
lice officer making an arrest there shall be taxed, for the 
use of the city, to be received by the mayor, and account- 
ed for to the treasurer, with fines and licence fees received, 
as follows ; For each person arrrested, one dollar. For 
bringing up prisoner from lock-up, twenty-five cents. For 
each person remanded after conviction, twenty-five cents, 
for serving notice of nuisance or other matter, each no- 
tice, twenty-five cents. For witness in each case, twenty- 
five cents. For other services, the same fees as allowed 
by law to constables for like services. 

HIGH CONSTABLE. 

Section 2. The high constable shall be allowed to re- 
ceive for arrests and other services the same fees allowed 
for policemen, and for poundage fees as follows : Taking 
into custody any horse, mare, mules, cattle or cows, each, 
one dollar and fifty cents. Taking into custody any swine, 
sheep or goats, fifty cents. Taking into custody any geese 
or other fowls, twenty cents. Taking inventory, each 
item, one cent. Levy and sale, for each article not ex- 
ceeding thirty dollars, four cents. Advertising anything 
except geese or fowls, thirty cents. Advertising geese 
and fowls, ten cents. 

One-third of all poundage fees to be paid into the city 
treasury. For burial of animals found dead: For dogs^ 
hogs and goats, seventy-five cents each. For cats and 
fowls, fifty cents each. For cows, mules and horses, five 
dollars each. . (See resolution book, page 199). 
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CITY ENGINEER. 

For measuring and certifying new flag-stone walks, per 
lineal foot, which shall enure to the benefit of the city 
treasury, two cents. 



. GOOD ORDER AND DECENCY. 

Section i. If any person shall use indecent, rude or indecent lan- 
wanton language, or be guilty of indecent, rude or wan- SIS? "* ^^' 
ton postures or gestures, or exposure of person, anywhere 
within the limits of the city, he, she or they so offending 
shall be arrested by any policeman upon his view, without 
warrant, and upon conviction pay a fine of not less than 
five nor more than twenty-five dollars. 

Section 2. No person shall swim or bathe naked in any Bathingnakcd. 
of the waters within the limits of said city, and upon con- 
viction thereof shall pay a fine of not more than ten dol- 
lars. 

Section 3. Every room in said city kept or used for Gambling rooms, 
any gambling or gaming purpose, or for the purpose of 
risking any money or property by any form of hazard, 
shall be deemed a common nuisance, and every owner or 
occupant of any room who shall knowingly suffer or per- 
mit such room to be used for any such purpose, and every 
person who shall act as dealer, counter, talleyman, stake- 
holder or manager of afty such gambling or hazard, or who 
shall entice or solicit others to visit the same, and every 
person keeping or managing, or assisting in keeping or 
managing any policy office, or acting as agent for any such 
office, whether such office is in this city of elsewhere, shall 
be deemed guilty of causing and maintaining a nuisance, 
and shall forfeit and pay a penalty of not less than ten 
nor more than one hundred dollars for every such offense. 

Section 4. Every person who shall suffer any animal Keeping ani- 
or fowl belonging to him or in his custody, to engage in foJfigiSi/**^** 
any fight, or who shall keep any animal or fowl in said 
city, for any such purpose, shall forfeit and pay a penalty 
of not less than five nor more than twenty-five dollars for 
every such offense. 
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SCETION 5. Every person who shall carry in said city 
Conceaiedwea- any pistols, daggers, dirk knives, slung shots^ billies, false 
knuckles, or other weapon of similar character, concealed 
on his person, with the intent therewith unlawfully and 
maliciously to do injury to any other person, shall forfeit 
and pay a penalty of not less than five nor more than fifty 
dollars for every such offense. 

Houses of iu- Section 6. Every house or other building in said city 
which shall be occupied, used or resorted to as a house of 
ill-fame or house of assignation, and every house or other 
building in said city, which shall be reputed to be a house 
of ill-fame or a house of assignation, shall, each and every 
one of them be deemed a nuisance ; and the person or per- 
sons keeping, occupying, using, frequenting or resorting 
to any such house, shall, each and every one of them be 
deemed guilty of committing, causing, or, as the case may 
be, maintaining a nuisance. And every person so keep- 
ing, using, occupying, visiting or resorting to any such 
house, shall upon conviction forfeit and pay a penalty of 
not less than five dollars nor more than twenty-five dol- 
lars for every such offense. 

Section 7. That the owner or agent of any premises 
who shall occupy, rent or allow the same to be used for 
purposes of assignation or prostitution, shall upon convic- 
tion forfeit and pay a fine of not less than ten dollars for 
each and every day the premises are allowed to be so used 
and occupied. 

injuringproper- SECTION 8. If any person shall wantonly break, injure 
g^of all dc«:rip-Qj. ^gg^j. down any sign, door, window, gate or fence, gas 

street lamp, gas meter, gas pipes, water hydrant, water 
pipe or other property, or shall wantonly and maliciously 
open or close any street sewer or street hydrant, or shall 
light or extinguish the gas in any street lamp, or shall 
throyir stones or other missiles in the built portions of the 
city, thereby injuring any person or property, or shall in- 
jure or deface any work of ornament or utility erected by 
authority anywhere within the city limits, he shall upon 
conviction pay a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars. 
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Section 9. The proprietors of saloons, hotels, restau- Baittobedosed 

on SuiiQ&y* 

rants and drinking houses within said city shall close their 
tars from midnight of Saturday to midnight of Sunday in 
each week, and no sales or drinking of spirituous, vinous 
or malt liquors shall be allowed therein during said inter- 
val under a penalty not exceeding twenty-five dollars for 
each offense. 

Section id. And every person found upon the streets, 
sidewalks, alleys or public grounds of said city masked. or Personsmasked 

disguised in any manner, shall be deemed guilty of an of- 
fense against good order and decency, and upon convic- 
tion shall pay a penalty of not less than ten dollars. 

Section ii. Any and every person found within the 
limits of said city in a state of intoxication or drunkenness, Drunkenness. 
Bhall upon conviction pay a fine not exceeding five dollars 
for each offense. 

Section 12. Any and every person found within the 
limits of said city, fighting, quarreling or inciting others Qm*'^^"^*"** 
to fight or quarrel, and every person making assault, or as- 
sault and battery on the person of another within the lim- 
its of said city, shall upon conviction pay a fine not ex- 
ceeding twenty dollars for each offense. 

Section 13. Any and every person engaged in any dis- Riots, etc. 
orderly conduct, riot, rout, tumult or affray, or inciting 
thereto, within the limits of said city, shall upon convic- 
tion pay a fine not exceeding twenty dollars. 

Section 14. No evrl disposed or disorderly persons 
shall be permitted to assemble or congregate upon any of con^gat'^g^of 
the streets, alleys, sidewalks or corners thereof, or upon*°»*p~^»^*'**^- 
the commons, bridges or other public places within the 
city ; and each and every person so assembled in compa- 
nies or assemblies numbering more than four persons, shall 
upon conviction forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding two 
dollars for each offense. 

. Section 15. It shall not be lawful for any person or, Crowdsprohib- 
persons to assemble and remain in crowds upon any of 
the sidewalks or public crossings, public halls or places of 
public worship of the city, in such manner as to obstruct 
the free and open passage of the same, under a penalty 
not exceeding two dollars for each offense. 
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Policemen au- SECTION 1 6. FuIl powcF and authority are hereby given 
oarres . ^^ ^^^ policeman, and it shall be his duty to arrest upon 
view and without warrant any of the class of persons afore- 
said found assembled in manner aforesaid, and to take and 
carry them immediately before the mayor. 

Firing of fire- SECTION I/. Any and all persons firing or causing to be 

arms or building <,,. , ...«. *.«^/« 

fires upon streets fired m Or upon the streets within the city any kind of fire 
arms, fire crackers or squibs, or building fires upon the 
streets or alleys, shall upon conviction pay a fine not ex- 
ceeding five dollars for each offense ; Provided, That this 
section shall not apply in cases when the same is done by 
a policeman or high constable in the discharge of duty, 
or to military muster and parade, or upon the first of Jan- 
uary and fourth day of July of any year. 

Fast driving SECTION 1 8. All fast and furious driving and racing of 
horses or other animals, at a rate faster than six miles an 
hour within the limits of the city, is strictly prohibited 
and forbidden, and all persons found violating this section 
^hall upon conviction pay a fine not exceeding ten dollars 
for each offense. 

Ditto. Section 19. If any person shall be maimed or other- 

wise injured in person or in property by reason of wanton 
and furious driving or racing, or by reason of the gross 
negligence, carelesssness or wilful misconduct of the dri- 
ver of any omnibus, wagon or conveyance whatsoever, 
within the limits of said city, such driver shall be arrested 
by any policeman upon his view without warrant, and on 
conviction thereof shall pay a fine not exceeding twenty- 
five dollars. 

Section 20. If any person shall wilfully and maHcious- 

injurineor de-ly cast or throw upon or otherwise apply to any person 

filing clothing. , . , i .1 • • /a 'j 

or upon his or her clothing any corrosive fluid or noxious 
and unwholesome substance, or shall place or cause to be 
placed in or upon any pavement, footwalk, fence or build- 
ing, any nuisance or obstruction calculated to injure or 
defile the clothing of other persons, within the limits of 
the city, he shall be arrested by any policeman upon his 
view without warrant, and upon conviction pay a fine not 
exceeding twenty dollars for each offense. 
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Section 21, Every person who shall wilfully and ma- 
liciously disturb any lawful public meeting by quarreling, Disturbing pub- 
fighting or shouting in or near the place where such meet- 
ing is held, or by interrupting, without proper authority, 
those conducting such meeting, shall be deemed guilty of 
committing a nuisance, and shall forfeit and pay a penalty 
of not less than five nor more than twenty-five dollars for 
every such offense. 



com* 



HEALTH, 

Section i. A standing committee to be called the san- samtaiy 
itary committee, consisting of five members of the coun- "**"*''*' ^°^'*'°^* 
cil, shall be appointed, who shall have full power to take 
such action as they may deem necessary with reference 
to any contagious, infectious or epidemic disease, now or 
hereafter existing, or likely to exist within the city. 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of every physician Physicians to 
practising in this city, as soon as any case of the character S^'ilLs'S*^^'^^ 
referred to shall come to his notice, to report the fact to 
the council if in session, or to some one of the sanitary 
committee ; a failure or neglect to so report within three 
hours shall subject such physician to a penalty not exceed- 
ing twenty dollars. 

Section 3. Whenever any member of the sanitary com- committee may 
mittee shall have reason to suspect the presence of any Ss°^ ^ ^*' 
such disease m any locality within the city not in charge 
of any physician, such member may at his discretion him- 
self visit or employ a competent physician at the expense 
of the city to visit such locality for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the facts. 

Section 4. It shall be the duty of the head of every YeUowciothto 

r •% • 1*1 r ^^ r^i i a \^ be fastened to 

family m which a case of disease of the character above door of house 
stated exists, to fasten and maintain upon his front door dis^«s°Stis?°^*' 
or other conspicuous place, a yellow cloth not less than 
six inches square, under a penalty of ten dollars, and any 
member of the sanitary committee may in default thereof 
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cause the said cloth to be fixed and maintained during a 
continuance of the disease. 
Time fixed for SECTION $. No person dying of any of the diseases 
d^"ngofc^on^^ shall bc taken from the place of his or her death 

^ for burial, or be buried except between the hours of ten 

o'clock p. m. and three o'clock a. m., unless upon the writ- 
ten permission of the sanitary committee. Every person 
so removing or burying except between the hours afore- 
said, shall forfeit and pay for the use of the city a penalty 
not exceeding twenty-five dollars. 



LAWS AND ORDINANCES. 

Device of the SECTION I. That the dcvice of the city shall be a "bee 
lion.*" *°**^^'hive," and that the inscription thereon shall be **City of 
Wilkes-Barre, Luzerne county, Pa.*' 
Enacting style. SECTION 2. All the by-laws of the city shall be denomi- 
nated ordinances, and the enacting style shall be : " Be it 
ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of Wilkes- 
Barre in City Council assembled, as follows.** 
Desisted by SECTION 3. The Ordinances of said city shall be desig- 
anraMcd alpha- nated by their titles, and arranged alphabetically, as near- 
ly as practicable, according to the subject matter, and so 
recorded in the ordinance book, as provided by act of As- 
sembly for that purpose. 
Supplementary SECTION 4. And any Supplementary section or sections 
numbered contint which it may bc neccssary to add from time to time, after 
isting sections, "the Original ordinances shall have been printed and record- 
ed as provided by the city charter, shall be numbered con- 
tinuously with the existing sections of the ordinance so 
supplemented, and any amendments or alterations which 
may be deemed necessary to make to any of the existing 
and previously recorded ordinances or sections thereof, 
such amending or altering sections shall be nurtibered con- 
tinuously with the existing sections of the ordinance so 
amended or altered, and the section or sections so amend- 
ing or altering shall state particularly the title of the or- 
dinance so amended or altered as well as the particular 
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section or sections of the same. And it shall be the duty 
of the clerk to make the proper memorandum on the mar- 
gin of the original ordinance, with a reference to the sup- 
plement or amendment. 

Section 5. No .resolution for any object or purpose Resoiudont— 

, , f. ., when invalid. 

whatever, contrary to the letter or spirit of any ordmance 
of said city, shall be considered or adopted by the council, 
and any resolution so adopted «hall be invalid and of no 
effect. 

Section 6. Special ordinances for a particular purpose special ordi- 
or object may be passed as other ordinances are passed, if 
not contrary to or inconsistent with any of the general or- 
dinances, and all special ordinances shall be designated by 
number and title, and recorded in a separate book pro- 
vided for that purpose. 

Section 7. All fines and penalties for the violation of , Fines and pen- 

' ^ aides to enure to 

any of the ordinances of the city council when recovered *«"«« of ^^^^^ 
shall enure to the use of the city and shall be paid into 
the city treasury, except in those cases where it may be 
otherwise specially provided by the ordinances ; and the 
imposition of a fine in any ordinance shall also impose 
costs of officers enforcing and vindicating the ordinance. 

Section 8. All the general ordinances of said city in General ordi- 
force at the time of the revision and adoption and passage etc. 
of. this and other general ordinances, shall be and the same 
are hereby repealed when this ordinance shall have been 
duly published ; but no offense committed, and no liabili- 
ty, penalty or forfeiture heretofore incurred, and no tax or 
assessment heretofore levied or incurred, and no prosecu- 
tion or suit pending, shall be affected ; and no ordinance 
or part of ordinance heretofore repealed, shall be revived 
by this repeal. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the 22d 

day of March, A. D. 1878. 

G. M. REYNOLDS, 
President of the CounciL 
[SEAL] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk, 
Approved March 25, 1878. 

W. W. LoOMis, Mayor. 
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LAMPS. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Wilkes-Barrey in City Council assembled^ as follows: 

Section i. The mayor and city council are hereby au- 
conS!?Si"'^ *for tJ^orized to cause to be set up such and so many lamps in 
supply of gas,oii, the Street and public places in the city of Wilkes-Barre for 

etc* 

the purpose of lighting the same, as they may determine 
to be convenient and necessary, and to contract for the 
supply of gas, oil or other material for the same. 

Section 2. No person shall wilfully, maliciously or 

^j^]^*i»J^^'«®J carelessly throw down, break, deface or otherwise injure 

g^jp^** street j^jjy jamp in any street or public places of said city, or the 

posts, irons or other furniture belonging to or connected 

with the same, or shall in like manner and without proper 

authority light or extinguish any such lamp. 

Any person offending against any of the provisions of 
this section shall forfeit and pay a penalty of not more 
than fifty dollars for every such offense. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the first 
day of April, A. D. 1878. 

G. M. REYNOLDS. 
President of the Council^ 
[seal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk. 
Approved April i, 1878. 

W. W. LOOMIS, Mayor. 



NUISANCES. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Wilkes-Barre in City Council assembled^ as follows: 
« .J J ^ Section i. It shall be the duty of the high constable 

Putnd and of- %■% » y re • 

fensive^substo^j^yjj poHccmen of the city to cause all putrid or otiensive 
substances, and all nuisances endangering the public health 
and comfort to be removed ; and if the owners or occu- 
pants of any premises about which any nuisance may be 
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found, shall, after due notice thereof by the city officer or 
high constable, refuse or neglect to remove the same im- 
mediately, the person so offending shall, for each offense, 
pay a fine not exceeding ten dollars. 

Section 2. If any person shall cast or deposit any 
kitchen or other offal into any street or alley, or upon any offai. 
sidewalk or pavement, he shall upon conviction pay a fine 
not exceeding five dollars for each offense. 

Section 3. If any person shall erect a slaughter pen or Slaughter houses 
house, or carry on the business of slaughtering, or shall 
herd horses, mules, oxen, cattle, sheep, calves, swine or Herding. 
other animals for sale or slaughter within said city, except 
in the following described district : That part of the city ^. . . , . , 

^ x- • District in which 

now lying between the old river road extended northerly >«'^<*^'?i?/o'', ^"^■ 

^ o J ing will be allow- 

to the river on the south ; the Susquehanna river on the ^' 

north and east ; and the Plymouth railroad on the west ; 

provided that animals may be herded for feeding only, 

anywhere outside of the district named in section six ; or • 

shall deposit any dead horse or carcass of any animal, any 

excrement or filth from vaults, privies or necessary houses, 

and shall leave such carcass, carrion or filth without bury- Burials of dead 

ing the same at least four feet under ground, or shall bury *"^'"^'*"^^^'*'' 

the same on any part of the commons or on or within ten 

feet of the streets or alleys within the city, every person 

so offending shall, for each and every offense, pay a fine 

not exceeding twenty dollars. 

Section 4. The owner of every animal that shall die Dead animals 
or be found dead in said city, except when such animal feet^^ep?*^ 
has been killed for food, shall cause such animal to be im- 
mediately buried at least four feet under ground, and for 
every neglect r r refusal to do so such owner shall forfeit 
and pay a penalty of not less than five dollars nor more 
than fifty dollars. 

Section 5. It shall not be lawful for any owner or oc- 
cupant of property to pile or allow to be piled or accumu- 
lated, empty boxes or barrels or other inflammable mate- 
Empty boxes 

rials upon his premises within thirty feet of any building, and barrels, 
under a penalty of five dollars for each offense, and all 
such accumulations shall be removed at the cost of the 
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owner or occupant, upon his default after ten hours' notice 

from any city officer. 
Rearing swine. SECTION 6. It shall not be lawfuI for any person or 

body corporate to keep or rear swine, or have or maintain 

a pen or sty for keeping or rearing swine within that por- 
Prohibitorydis-tion of the limits of the city of Wilkes-Barre bounded on 

tnct. •' 

the north by North street, out North street to Canal 
street, down Canal street to the canal, down the canal to 
Wood street projected, and on the south by Wood street 
to the Lehigh and Susquehanna railroad siding, up the 
Lehigh and Susquehanna railroad siding to Academy street, 
out Academy street by West River street to Ross street, 
out Ross street to the Susquehanna river, up the river to 
North street aforesaid. 
Section 7. That it shall be unlawful for any person or 

Refuse water, persons to allow or permit waste or refuse water to flow 
from any premises owned or occupied by them, into any 
of the surface drains or gutters in the streets of the city, 
except for want of natural or sewer drainage, the water is 
forced to the surface and necessarily finds the only practi- 
cable overflow into the surface drains or street gutters, 
under a penalty of five dollars for each and every day's 
continuance of such flowage. 

Section 8. It shall not be lawful for any person or per- 
sons to appear in any of the public streets or places in said 

Hand organs, city to play upon any hand organ, hurdy-gurdy, tambour- 
ine, or other musical instruments, or beat upon a drum, or 
blow a horn or trumpet, without a permit from the mayor, 
and any such permit may be revoked by the mayor when- 
ever he may deem it expedient. And whoever appears in 
any of the streets, alleys or public places to play, beat or 
blow upon either of such instruments without such permit, 
shall be liable to a fine of not less than two dollars nor more 
than twenty dollars. The high constable or any police- 
man shall have the right to demand for examination the 
permit of any person so playing, beating or blowing. And 
no hand organ shall be played more than one hour in any 
one day in any part of a public street between the same 
two cross streets, nor more than twenty minutes in front 
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of the same premises, under a penalty of two dollars for 
each offense. 

Section 9. The tenant, occupant, and, in case there be 
no tenant, the owner, or any person having the care of 
any land or buildings fronting on any street or public place 
in said city where there is a footway or sidewalk, shall, 
within three hours after the ceasing to fall of any snow. Removal of snow 

from sidewalks. 

ice or sleet, if in the day time, and if in the night time, 
before nine o'clock in the forenoon succeeding, cause to be 
removed from such footway or sidewalk, and if the same 
cannot be wholly removed, shall sprinkle thereon sand or 
other proper substance, so that such footway or sidewalk 
shall be safe for travel, and in default thereof shall forfeit 
and pay a penalty of two dollars ; and for each and every 
hour thereafter that the same shall remain on such foot- 
way or sidewalk, or such footway or sidewalk shall be un- 
safe for travel, such tenant, occupant, owner or other per- 
son, shall forfeit and pay a further penalty of two dollars. 
After the expiration of the time limited as aforesaid for 
removing such snow, ice or sleet, it shall be the duty of 
the street commissioner to cause the same to be removed, 
and the expense thereof, with twenty per cent, penalty, Duty of street 

11, If . -j^f i>iii commissioner to 

shall be charged against the owner or owners of such land remove snow. 
or buildings and collected as other charges and assessments 
are by law collectible. 

Section 10, The tenant, occupant, and in case there 
shall be no tenant, the owner, and every person having the 
care of any building or lot of land bordering on any street moved from gut- 
or public place in said city where there is a footway or 
sidewalk having a paved gutter, shall at all times keep 
such gutter free from snow, so as to permit the free pas- 
sage of water through the same, and in default thereof 
shall forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding five dollars 
for every such offense. 

Section ii. It shall be unlawful to ride, drive or lead Ridmgordriv- 
horses, mules, oxen or cows, or wagons along and upon^^j^"P°° "*^*^" 
any sidewalk or footway or public grounds or commons 
within the city, and any person convicted of said offense 
shall pay a fine not exceeding three dollars. 
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Fence, building SECTION 12. Evcfy cncroachment upon any street or 
iine^if?treet!^°" alley bey ond the street line, by any fence, building or step, 
shall be deemed a common nuisance. 

Obstruction of SECTION 1 3. It shall be unlawful to obstruct the public 
pu ic crossings. ^^.Qggjj^gg ^j. footwallcs across the streets, with wagons, 

carriages, horses, mules or oxen, and persons carelessly or 

wilfully guilty of the same shall pay a fine of one dollar 

for the first offense, and not less than five dollars for every 

additional offense. 

Obstruction of SECTION 14. Evcry obstruction of any street, alley, pub- 

T^tk or waiki! ^^^ square or walk in said city, except by authority of city 

ordinance or of a permit granted under its provisions, shall 

be deemed a common nuisance. 

* Excavatiens in SECTION 1 5. Every excavation or opening in any side- 

si^ew ,s ree , ^^jj^^ street, alley or square, and every cellar way or other 

descent near the line of any street or alley, likely to en- 
danger or inconvenience passengers, and contrary to any 
provision of the ordinance concerning streets or buildings, 
shall be deemed a common nuisance. 

• Depositing of SECTION 16. It shall bc unlawful to throw or deposit 

"^ ^^ '^^' any ashes, oyster or clam shells, rubbish, dirt or other filth 
or obstruction whatsoever, upon any sidewalk, street, ditch 
or gutter, whether paved or unpaved, or to allow dirt, 
ashes, coal dirt, sand, manure or rubbish to be deposited 
or scattered from any wagon, cart or other vehicle ; or to 
drag or snake timber or things upon the streets within the 
city, unless authorized by the council or street commis- 
sioner in the repair of streets, and it shall be the duty of 
Ditches and every owner and occupant of property to keep the ditches 

op'^Hnd clean?*' and sewers in front of the same open and clean at all times ; 
and any person violating any of the provisions of this sec- 
tion, or causing such obstruction, or neglecting or refusing 
to keep said ditches and sewers open and clean, shall upon 
conviction pay a fine not exceeding two dollars for each 
offense. 
Steps, cellar. SECTION 1 7. It shall not bc lawful to erect any step or 

wmdow^ steps, or construct any open cellarways, with or without 

railings, or bulk or projecting windows, or buildings of any 
kind, anywhere within the prescribed limits of any pave- 
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ments, sidewalk, street or alley ; and all persons coftvicted 
of the same shall pay a fine not exceeding five dollars, and 
a like fine for every day's continuance of said nuisance, 
and the said nuisance shall be immediately abated. 

Section i8. It shall not be lawful to throw or cause to 
be thrown any dirt, ashes or rubbish from any cellar upon Dirt,asiies,etc., 
the sidewalk in front of any premises, without removing iSSivedS^the 
the same immediately as fast as it shall be thrown out,ate^^^ *^™* *' 
and the walk shall at all times be kept clear and unob- 
structed. Any person violating this section shall forfeit 
and pay a penalty of not less than five nor more than ten 
dollars for each offense. 

Section 19. That it shall be lawful for any owner or 
occupant of property to place temporarily upon the pave- 
ment or sidewalk in front of his premises goods, boxes, Goods, boxes 

. , , . . . , , . and barrels plac- 

barrels or casks, for purposes of openmg, loadmg or un-ed temporarily 
loading the same ; Provided^ That an unobstructed passage- 
way shall at all times be kept up and that such occupation 
shall not continue at any one time for a longer period 
than two consecutive hours, under a penalty of two dol- 
lars for each hour thereafter. 

Section 20. That it shall be unlawful to erect or cause 
or permit to be erected along, upon or near the curbstone, J^^^ g^ ^^3 
glitter, or outside of any sidewalk, posts or props of any ^°' *^"^'^» *'*^- 
kind for the support. of water or sun sheds or awnings, 
other than stone or iron posts with iron pillars or braces, 
under a penalty of not less than ten and not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars for each offense. 

Section 21. It shall be unlawful to erect or cause or 
permit to be erected across or over any sidewalk, any awn- Awnings across 
ing, roof or screen, at any height lower than eight feet in eigSTfeS in the 
the clear, or less in width than the sidewalk, under a pen- ^^' 
alty of ten dollars for the first offense and a like penalty 
for every thirty days* continuance thereof. 

Section 22. It shall not be lawful to erect any balcony Balconies and 
or awning, either wood or canvass, in front of buildings ^Yj'^^'^J^i^gl 
along the line of streets or sidewalks of less than the fuU"^^^^' 
width of the sidewalk, so that the sliding of snow or drip- 
ping of water shall be in the gutter and not on the walk. 



I 
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and no such awning or balcony shall be of less height than 
eight feet in the clear, and any person violating this sec- 
tion shall be guilty of maintaining a nuisance, and shall 
upon conviction pay a penalty of ten dollars for the first 
offense and a like penalty for every thirty days* continu- 
ance thereof. 

Signs to be eight SECTION 23. It shall be unlawful to erect or cause or 

feet in the clear, . , , 1 * . * ,« 

with iron or stone permit to bc erected across and over any sidewalk, street 
or alley, any business sign or signs whatsoever unless sup- 
ported at curb by posts and pillars as required in above 
section, at a height not less than eight feet, and it shall be 
unlawful to hang over the sidewalk any merchandise what- 
ever at a less height than eight feet in the clear, under a 
penalty not exceeding ten dollars for each offense. 

Street Commis- SECTION 24. The Street commissioner shall enforce sec- 
sictioM nSmbSs tions numbers twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two and twen- 

30 2X 23 SUld 3^ 

* ty-three of the above ordinances, and after giving thirty 
days* personal notice to any owner or occupant of property 
where such obstruction exists, it shall be his duty to take 
down and remove the same. 

Section 25. Every lot and premises in said city in which 
Privies. there shall be a manufactory, or a dwelling house, or any 

other building having rooms for the occupation of tenants, 
shall have, in connection therewith, a suitable earth closet 
or privy or privies, fixed to discharge into spme public 
sewer, or into a vault where such vault is practicable, of 
at least six feet in depth, of the full length and width of 
such privy, suitably walled or planked and closed up to 
the building on all sides, under a penalty of not more than 
ten dollars. 

Privies. Section 26. No privy vault shall be suffered to be at 

any time filled within two feet of the general surface of the 
ground around such privy, except as provided in section 
seven, under a penalty of not more than ten dollars. 

Section 27. No privy, where practicable, shall be kept 
or suffered to remain in such a condition as to be offensive, 
by its scent, to the neighborhood or to passengers on any 
street, under a penalty of not more than ten dollars. 
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Section 28. Every occupant of any house, building or Buiidin« and 
tenement in said city, shall keep the same and the yard clean. 
or premises connected therewith, in a clean condition and 
free from filth and substances likely to infect the air of 
the neighborhood, and shall collect in one place in such 
yard or premises all the house dirt, manure or offal, and 
before the same shall become offensive, as aforesaid, shall 
cause the same to be removed, under a penalty of not more 
than ten dollars. 

Section 29. Every person violating any of the forego- Penalty, 
ing provisions of this ordinance, or aiding in, or causing or 
procuring any such violation, or knowingly suffering or 
permitting such violation, in or upon any premises belong- 
ing to him or occupied by him, or in any street, alley or * 
sidewalk adjacent thereto, as aforesaid, or with property 
belonging to him, shall be deemed guilty of committing 
and maintaining a nuisance. It shall be the duty of the 
high constable, any police officer or good citizen, to en- whose duty it 

r 1 11 1 / 1 ... . 1 1 . ^* *o enforce this 

force, by all lawful means, a strict compliance with this ordinance. 
ordinance, and to prevent a violation of the same, or upon 
the fact of a violation as aforesaid, coming to his know- 
ledge, it shall be his or their duty, and it is made the spe- 
cial duty of all policemen, under pain of dismissal, to effect 
a prompt and speedy abatement of any nuisance aforesaid 
by any or all legal means. 

Section 30. It shall be the duty of every owner of any jy^^ ^^ ^^ 
premises in said city and of the agent of such owner hav-p™|s2I.*^*"^**^ 
ing charge of the premises, and of every occupant of such 
premises, to keep and maintain the same and the sidewalk 
and street to the centre of the same in front thereof, free 
from any violation of the foregoing provisions of this or- 
dinance. . 



OFFICERS. 

Section i. The council shall assemble at their place of Organization, 
meeting for the purpose of organization, at ten o'clock a. 
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m. of the first Monday of April in each year,, and after f he 
new members shall have been duly qualified, elect one of 

Election of pre- their number to act as president of council during the cur- 
rent year. After said president is elected and has taken his 
Election of clerk, seat the council shall elect a clerk, who shall be duly qual- 
ified and enter upon the discharge o»f his duties ; he shall 
hold his office until the next organization of council, un- 
less removed by a vote of two-thirds of that body. 

Election of trea- SECTION 2. The council shall annually, on the first 
iice,'^^ttomey,en- Moilday of April in each year, after their organization^ 

gineer, boiler in' i . * # «. 

spector and street elcct ottc persofl as tredsurcr, one person as chief of police, 

convmiMiener.- 

afld one person as city attcn^ney, to serve for the curreut 
year, unless sooner removed by a vote of two-thirds of the 
council, and. may at their option elect one person as city 
engineer, one person as boiler inspector, and one as street 
commissioner. 

Vacancies, flow SECTION 3. A vacancy in any office, before the expira- 
tion of the term, shall be filled for the remainder of the 
unexpired term only, by the authority, body or class of 
electors by which the office was conferred upon him who»e 
successor is to be chosen. 

Oath ©f of8«jc. Section 4. Every councilman and officer elected by 
the council of said city, shall, before entering upon the 
duties of their respective offices, take and subscribe the 
oath prescribed by section first of article seven of the con- 
stitution of this commonwealth, and the same shall be ad- 
ministered by the mayor or an alderman of the city, and 
it shall be entered upon or filed among the records of the 
city. 

Mayor, powers SECTION $. The mayor, in the exercise of the powers, 
of and duty. jurisdiction and authority conferred by act of assembly, 
shall act, hear and adjudge, in all cases brought before 
him, at the earliest time expedient ; and he shall keep a 
full and correct account of all fines and penalties and of all 
moneys for exhibition licenses received by him, and fur- 
hish detailed statements, and pay over to the city treasur- 
er, monthly, all moneys as shall be due to the city and 
take his receipt therefor, and the mayor shall give bond 
with good security in the sum of five thousand dollars. 
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Section 6. It shall be the duty of the clerk of the coun- Duty ofcierk. 
cil to give bond in the sum of five thousand dollars and „ , ^ , , 

« ^ Bond ofcierk. 

attend and keep a written journal of the acts and proceed- 
ings of council ; to sign and'endorse date of delivery of all 
v^arrants issued by them, attest all documents, and to do 
such other acts ip his capacity as may lawfully and rea- 
sonably be required of him ; he shall preserve all docu- 
ments confided to his care, which shall be open at all times 
for the inspection of any member of the council and per- 
sons having business with the authorities of the city ; and 
he shall have the archives of the city under his charge, 
subject to the direction and control of the city authorities; 
but no paper shall be withdrawn therefrom by any mem- 
ber without the consent of the council. He shall make 
out under his hand and seal of the city, certificates to the 
officers elected by the council, which shall be delivered to 
each of said officers immediately after they are duly qual- 
ified. He shall upon the monthly deposit with him of 
cancelled warrants from the city treasurer, make out to 
him a certificate of such deposit under the seal of the city. 
He shall deliver over all journals, books, papers, docu- 
ments and property entrusted to him as such clerk to his 
successor in office immediately upon such successor being 
chosen and qualified as aforesaid, or whenever he may be 
thereunto required by council. 

Section 7. That the city treasurer shall give bond of Bond of city 
not less than twenty thousand dollars, with good security, *"^"'**'"- 
to be duly approved by the president judge of the Court 
of Common Pleas of Luzerne county, and shall be sworn 
to the faithful discharge of the duties of his office, and Duty of city 
shall keep or cause the accounts of his office to be kept in 
the form of accounts current wherein the receipts and ex- 
penditures of the city shall be exhibited in an intelligible 
manner, and the particulars of each item of charge and 
discharge shall correctly appear. He shall receive all mo- 
neys offered to be deposited on account of the city and 
give receipts in duplicate therefor, stating therein the 
amount and source in detail, both which receipts shall be 
taken to the clerk and by him endorsed with date of pre- 
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sentation, the original shall be filed by the clerk and its 
amount credited to the depositors and charged to the 
treasurer's accounts ; the duplicate returned to the depos- 
itor to be produced as a voucher on settlement with the 
city auditors. 
Warrants and SECTION 8. That hc shall pay all warrants and orders 

ODTuCrS. 

that shall be drawn upon him by the president of council, 
attested by the clerk and duly endorsed with date of de- 
livery and none other, and he shall on the first of each 
and every month deposit all warrants or orders paid by 
him during the preceding month, for which the clerk shall 
issue a certificate of such deposit to be accepted by the 
auditor in auditing his accounts, and he shall report on 
the first meeting days of each month to the council the 
amount of moneys paid to him, the sources whence de- 
rived, the warrant* or orders paid by him, and the balance 
of his accounts, and publish a statement annually. He 
shall deliver over all journals, books, papers, documents 
and property entrusted to him as such treasurer to his 
successor, being chosen and qualified as aforesaid, or when- 
ever he may be thereunto required by council. 
Street commis- SECTION Q. The Street commissioner may be employed 
whSt"teTO»^^° for such period and upon such terms as the council may 
^ ^^ ' deem expedient and proper, and upon refusing or neglecting 

to attend to the duties of his office as herein designated, 
may at any time be removed. 
Duty of street SECTION ID. It shall be the duty of said street commis- 

commissioner. . , , i-^» r^i M-^t 

sioner to obey the directions of the council in the repair, 
improvement, drainage and cleansing of streets, alleys and 
gutters ; to enforce all ordinances and regulations of coun- 
cil relating thereto, and to report to the mayor and coun- 
cil all violations thereof. He shall notify all persons caus- 
ing or permitting any deposit or obstruction in or upon 
the same, to remove it, and upon the neglect or refusal of 
said persons to comply aftef one day's notice, he shall re- 
move the same at the expense of the persons offending, 
to be collected with fine not exceeding two dollars, and 
costs. He shall report to the council at the first meeting 
of each month, in writing, a detailed statement of his pro- 
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ceedings for the preceding month, showing the amount of 
work done, and where and for what account ; of purchases 
made, materials and tools on hand and their condition, 
and the men and teams employed ; also a list of persons 
for whom work has been done and the amount received 
or charged therefor. He shall pay over monthly to the 
treasurer all sums received and deliver over all property, 
accounts and books belonging to the city when required 
by the council. 

Section ii. The city engineer shall perform all such Dutyofcityen- 
services for the city of Wilkes-Barre as properly comes ^"^'* 
under the direction of a civil engineer, and shall be con- 
sulted on all important matters relating to public improve- 
ments of every kind where the advice of an engineer would 
be of service- He shall take charge of all such structures 
and public works of the city as the council or any com- 
mittee of the council may direct, and under their direction 
he shall prepare or cause to be prepared all plans and 
specifications for such structures and contracts for the 
same. He shall measure or cause to be measured when 
required by the council or any committee thereof, all work 
done by contract for the city and shall certify to the same. 
He shall be custodian of all city plans belonging to his 
department. He may employ such assistants as shall be 
necessary to perform the services which may be required 
of him, with the approval of the council, or the commit- 
tee in charge of the work. He shall make quarterly, and 
oftener if required, a careful examination of all the bridges 
within the city limits, and make such reports respecting 
their condition as to safety, need of repairs or renewal, as 
the exigency of the case may require. 

Section 12. He shall as city surveyor, by himself or his 
assistants, as council may direct, make such surveys, plans, 
estimates and descriptions, and take such levels as may 
be required of him by the council or any committee of the 
council, and he may employ such assistants as may be 
necessary to perform the services required of him, with 
the approval of the council or the committee in charge of 
the work ; and shall have charge of all surveys and plans 
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relating to the opening, laying out, widening, extending 
and grading of streets, and shall furnish the clerk or city 
attorney with all necessary descriptions of lands whenever 
required. He shall report to the council at their first 
meeting in each month, in writing, the preceding month's 

' work, and shall place upon the city map alterations or ex- 

tensions of streets or grades as ordered by the council, and 
annually report to the council at their last regular meet- 
ing in March, a detailed statement of the preceding year's 
work as engineer and surveyor, with such other general 
information and suggestions as he may deem expedient, 
and shall deliver over all plans, maps, papers and proper- 
ty of his department to his successor or whenever required 
by the council. 

All maps and profiles belonging to the city shall be taken 
by the city engineer to the city clerk, who shall number 
the same and cause a register thereof, with the date and 
description of such maps and profiles, to be entered in a 
book kept by him for that purpose. 

The city engineer shall make a duplicate on tracing 
cloth or other proper material of all maps and profiles be- 
longing to or made for said city, and lodge the same with 
' the city clerk, who shall cause the same to be bound or 

otherwise preserved in a manner convenient for reference, 
and no such duplicate shall be taken from the office of the 
city clerk except by order of council, 
g Section 13. The city attorney shall give bond in the 

torney. gum of five thousand dollars, with .sufficient security, to 

Dut of city at- "^^ approved by the mayor. He shall act as attorney for 

torney. ^j^g ^j^y jjj ^^ prosecution of all claims for or against the 

city, and perform such other services in his said capacity 
as may be lawfully and reasonably required of him. He 
shall be consulted on all public matters where the advice 
of counsel would be of service, and shall have charge of 
all matters relating to his department. He shall keep a 
docket of all suits brought by or against the city and pro- 
ceeding in the courts wherein the city is a party in inter- 
est, with memoranda of all proceedings therein, and shall 
report quarterly or oftener if required to the council the 
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condition of each. He shall pay over monthly to the 
treasurer all moneys received on account of the city, and 
make detailed report thereof to the council at the first 
meeting in each month, and shall annually report to the 
council at their last regular meeting in March, a^detailed 
statement of the preceding year's work as city attorney, 
with such other general information and suggestions as 
he may deem expedient, and shall deliver over all dock- 
ets, books, accounts, papers and property belonging to the 
city to his successor, or when required by the council. 

Section 14. The high constable shall give bond in the feond of high 
sum of one thousand dollars with good security to be ap-'^°"*^ 
proved by the mayor, and be sworn to the faithful discharge 
of the duties of his office. He shall ex-officio act as a po- Duty of— 
liceman of the city and be subject to the regulations of the 
police force, and enforce all ordinances relating to the city, 
especially the impounding of estrays and ordinances pro- 
hibiting nuisances in private or public ways or premises. 
He shall serve all notices or process when required by the 
council, and shall pay over monthly to the treasurer all 
moneys received for fines and render to the council, at 
the first meeting in each month, a detailed statement 
thereof. 

Section 15. That in case of the death, resignation, ab- vacancy in the 
sence from the city, or inability to act of the mayor, his o?" ^^^ °*^^" 
powers and duties shall be executed by an alderman of 
the city of Wilkes-Barre to be designated by the council, 
until the mayor shall return or be able to act or until 
another is chosen and sworn in his , place, as the case 
may be. 

Section 16. Whenever any great crime or flagrant 

Rewards 

breach of the city ordinances has been committed in said 
city, or is anticipated and the offender has escaped, or is 
unknown, the mayor, with the advice and consent of the 
council, may in the name and behalf of said city, publicly 
offer a reward not exceeding five hundred dollars for the 
detection, arrest or conviction of the offender. 

Section 17. If any officer of said city shall bargain for, cause for remo- 

. • j» ^1 • J* ^1 • • valof city officers 

accept or receive, directly or indirectly, any commission. 
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discount, fee, reward or emolument, for any contract 
which he shall make or shall have made in behalf of said 
city, or for voting for, advocating or procuring any con- 
tract, vote, measure, election or appointment made or to 
be made by the council or committee of which he is a 
member, or under whose direction he acts officially, it 
shall be deemed sufficient cause for the removal of such 
offender. 



POLICE. 

Police depart- SECTION I. The poHcc department of the city shall con- 

ment shall con- • ^ r .1 a. j» i« "^^ r ^1 •! 

sist of sist of the standing pohce committee of the council, one 

chief, and such number of men as the council may from 
time to time designate, who shall be sworn to the faithful 
discharge of their duties, and shall not be subject to re- 
moval on account of any political, religious or other sen- 
timent entertained by them, so long as said opinion or 
sentiment does not interfere with the faithful and efficient 
discharge of their respective duties as employes of the po- 
lice department. 

Appointmentof SECTION 2. The council, at its first regular meeting in 

chiei of police. « iti • . i«rr«* t 

each year, shall appoint one person as chief of police, who 
shall be a resident, real estate owner and voter of the city, 
and upon the recommendation of the police committee, 
the requisite number of policemen. Any vacancy in any 
of said appointments may be filled at the next or any sub- 
sequent meeting of the council after such vacancy occurs, 
and any appointee may be removed for incapacity or ne- 
glect of duty. 

Police to wear SECTION 3. It shall be the duty of all policemen to wear 

some suitable •=. i_i 1 ^r i_ j j ^t. » 

badge. some Suitable and uniform badge, dress, cap, or other in- 

signia of office, by which they may be known and recog- 
nized. 

compensatiQn. SECTION 4. The Compensation of all policemen and the 
chief of police shall be fixed by resolution of council. 
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SCETION 5. The council may from time to time appoint Ai)pointmcntof 

• ft* j^ J* e 1-j A. special policemen 

special policemen not exceeding one for each ward, except 
for special occasion, who shall be appointed by the coun- 
cilman from the ward, approved by the mayor and con- 
firmed by the council, who shall be subject to all rules, 
regulations and ordinances relating thereto, the same as 
members of the regular force, and who shall be compen- 
sated for their services as the council may agree by reso- 
lution. 

Section 6. If any regular or special policeman shall at Reguiarorspe- 

.V cial policemen vi- 

any time be guilty of disturbing the peace or otherwise oUting ordinan- 
violating any of the city ordinances he shall upon convic- 
tion pay the fines imposed in other cases, and be dismissed 
from the police service. 

Section 7. It shall be the duty of the chief of police to Duty of chief. 
see that all the regular (and special) police attend to their 
duties, faithfully execute all the ordinances and use their 
best endeavors to preserve the peace and quietness of the 
city, and whenever occasion requires, detail (additional) 
special police to aid him and them to suppress riots and 
rows, and to call to his assistance any or all of the citizens 
of the said city to aid in quieting disturbances and making 
arrests. He shall cause all notices issued by the council Notices to be 

' served by police. 

to be served by the members of the police force without 
additional compensation. 

Section 8. The members of the council and all city of- aii city officers 

/• -,, ., ti. members of police 

ncers are hereby declared members of the regular police force. 
of the city. 

Section 9. Each and every person offering any resist- g^R^s^sting an of- 

ance to or in anywise interfering with the police of the 
city in making arrests or in the discharge of any other 
duty, shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding thirty dol- 
lars nor less than five dollars, and any person striking or 
otherwise offering violence to an officer or his assistants 
when attempting to discharge his duty, shall forfeit and 
pay a fine not exceeding fifty nor less than twenty-five 
dollars for each offense. 

Section 10. It shall be the duty of every citizen of the .^^ of every 

^ ' citizen to assist 

city when called upon by a city officer, to assist the police policemen. 
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and the high constable in the preservation of public order 
and the prevention of all riots, assaults, tumults or dis- 
turbances, and each and every policeman refusing or ne- 
glecting to go with and assist the chief of police in quiet- 
ing disturbances or making arrests, shall upon conviction 
forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars for 
every neglect or refusal. 

Hearingofper-* SECTION II. When an arrest shall have been made by 
the police or high constable as aforesaid, or by their au- 
thority and direction, the person so arrested shall be forth- 
with conveyed or taken before the mayor, who shall, as 
soon thereafter as expedient, direct one or more police- 
men to bring the person or persons arrested before him 
for hearing and examination, and after said hearing to 
take such order in the premises as the law may direct. 

Persons fraudu- SECTION 12. Every person who shall fraudulently re- 

lently represent- 

ing themselves to present himself to be a policeman or special constable, or 

be policemen. , 

shall fraudulently raise an alarm for the police, or fraudu- 
lently make use of any badge, call or signal adopted by 
the police committee for the use of the police, or resist. 
Hindering and hinder, obstruct, vilify or abuse any police officer or spe- 
cial constable in the discharge of his duty, or raise any 
call or use any signal to draw a crowd or call help, for the 
purpose of hindering or obstructing the mayor or any po- 
lice officer in the discharge of his duty, shall forfeit and 
pay a penalty of not less than five nor more than one 
hundred dollars for every such offense. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS — QUALIFICATIONS. 

Qualifications. SECTION I. Fivst. No pcrson shall be appointed a po- 
liceman unless he is able to read and write the English 
language understandingly, is a citizen of the United States, 
and has been a resident and voter of the city at least six 
months prior to his application for appointment, has never 
been convicted of crime, is of good health, morals anJ 
habits, and sound in body and mind. He must be at least 
five feet seven inches in height, must sign his own peti- 
tion and be recommended by at least ten reputable real 
estate owners and citizens of the city. 
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DISMISSALS. 

' 5^^<?^. Any member of the police force maybe pun* 
ished in the discretion of the council either by reprimand, 
forfeiture or withholding pay, not exceeding ten days for 
any one offense, or dismissal from the force, on conviction 
of either of the following charges, to wit : Of fraudulently ^^^ . ^^^ 
contracting and refusing to pay any debt, or for refusing for certain offen. 
or neglecting to pay a debt for police clothing ; of any act 
of insubordination or disrespect towards his superior offi- 
cer ; of acts of oppression or tyranny toward those under 
his command ; of neglect of duty f of the violation of the 
rules of the force ; of neglect or disobedience of orders ; of 
absence without leave ; of immoral conduct or conduct 
unbecoming an officer ;■ of any legar offense ; of any con- 
duct injurious to the public peace or. welfare ; of incapaci- 
ty, moral or physical, or any other breach of the discipline 
of the force. 

MODE OF TRIAL, 

Third, The trial of a member of the force shall be on 
written charges, filed with the clerk of the council, a copy charges to be 
of which charges, together with a notice of the time and ^ '^'*°*' 
place fixed by the council for the trial, shall be served 
personally upon the person charged at least two days be- 
fore the time of hearing. The charges may be voted friv- 
olous and dismissed by the council without evidence or 
trial. No counsel is required but may be allowed to be no counsel r©. 
heard at the discretion of the council. Se^aiiowed! °^^ 

UNIFORMS. 

Fourth, The full dress of the members of the police 
force shall be of navy blue cloth, indigo dyed and all wool, 
and of the style aud pattern of the police force of the city 
of New York, and shall always be worn when on duty. 

EQUIPMENTS. 

Fifth. Wreaths, numbers, badges, shields and manuals 
will be furnished to each member of the force, but will re. 
main the property of the city, and must be returned byq^JSLS!^ *" 
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the member upon his leaving the force ; the unpaid bal- 
ance of his salary will be withheld until the equipments 
are returned, and on failure to return them, the cost price 
will be deducted from the amount due him. Each mem- 
ber will be required to furnish his own club and belt. 

HOURS OF DUTY. 

Sixth, Night police from six and one-half p. m. to four 
a. m. from April first to November first, and from six and 
one-half p. m. to five a. m. from November first to April 
first. Day police from seven a. m. to six p. m. Roll call 
(general) at ten a. m. on Saturday of each week. Daily 
at six and one-half p. m. for oflicers detailed. 

DUTIES OF THE CHIEF. 

Seventh. To insure good order and preserve the public 
Chief of police pcacc the chief of police will post the members of the force 

to post hit men, 

in such parts of the city and assign them such duties as 
he may deem expedient, under the supervision of the po- 
lice committee. He shall have general charge and inspec- 
tion of the police station and lock-up, and be held respon- 
sible for the cleanliness and good order of the same. He 
shall require the members of the force to be cleanly and 
decently attired at all times. He shall establish night and 
day posts, to be properly numbered, and designate the 
members who shall patrol the same. He shall everj'^ morn- 
Catiscprisonera ing causc the prfsoncrs who may have been detained at 
Sforetbettuiyor. the Station house or lock-up the night previous to be con- 
veyed to the mayor's court. The prisoners shall be ac- 
companied by the policemen who were witnesses of the 
acts for which they were committed. 

DUTIES OF PATROLS. 

Eighth, The prevention of crime beincf the most impor- 

Prevent com- ^ ^ ^ *> *^ 

musion of crime, tant in vicw, the patrolman s exertions must be constant- 
ly used to accomplish that end. He must examine and 
make himself perfectly acquainted with every part of his 
post, and vigilantly watch every description of person pass- 
ing his way, and he must to the utmost of his power, pre- 
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vent the commission of assaults, breaches of the peace, 
and all other crimes about to be committed. He must, 
by his vigilance, render it extremely difficult, if not im- 
possible, for any one to commit crime on his post (the ab- 
sence of crime will be considered the best proof of the ef- 
ficiency of the police), and when, in any precinct or post, 
offenses frequently occur, there will be good reason to 
suppose that there is negligence or want of ability on the 
part of the person in charge of said precinct or post. He 
must acquire such knowledge of the inhabitants within 
his post as to enable him at once to recognize them. He 
shall carefully inspect every part of his post. The regu- inspect Ws post 
larity of such inspection, however, shall not prevent his re- 
maining at any particular place if his presence be required; 
but he shall satisfy his superior officer that there was suf- 
ficient cause for the apparent neglect of patroling his en- 
tire post, and he must at all times be able to furnish par* 
ticular information respecting the state of his post. 

Ninth. He shall frequently, during the tour of patrol 
duty, carefully examine (in the night time), all doors and Examine doow 
low windows of dwelling houses and stores, to see that 
they are properly secured ; also areas and area gates of the 
several houses on his post. He must, if possible, fix in 
his mind such impressions as will enable him to recognize 
persons whom he frequently meets in the streets at night, 
and endeavor to ascertain their names and residences, and 
communicate to his commanding officer all information 
regarding them. 

Tenth. He shall strictly watch the conduct of all per- 
sons of suspected or of known bad character, and in such a watchbadchar. 
manner that it will be evident to such persons that they **^'*"' 
are watched and that certain detection must follow the 
attempt to commit crime. He shall note the time of the 
appearance of any person of known bad character on his 
post, the circumstances relating thereto, and the premises 
that said persons may enter, and report the same to his 
commanding officer. When any person charges another 
with the commission of crime and insists that the person 
charged shall be taken into custody, the policeman shall 



6o 

Reqaire wit- require the accuser, if unknown to him, to accompany 

fless to accompa- •. , .it « , . 

nyacquaed. him Bs a witncss along With the accused, to a pohce court 
or police station house, as the case may be. He shall 
then with as little delay as possible return to his post and 
inspect the same with great care, to see that no depreda- 
tions have been committed during his absence. 

Watch disopda- Eleventh. He shall carefully watch all disorderly houses 
or houses of bad fame within his post and observe by 
whom they are frequented^ and report his obseivations to 
Remain at post his Commanding officers. He shall not leave his post un- 
til regularly relieved, unless otherwise directed by the 
rules and regulations. He shall report to his command- 
Report lamps ing officer all lamps that may not be lit at the proper 
time, or not cleaned, or in any way out of order. He 
shall give his name and number to all persons who may 
inquire in a respectful manner. He must not use his bat- 
Not walk to- on except in urgent cases. Patrolmen must not walk to- 
gether or con- 

Yerse. gcther or talk with each other when they meet on the 

confines of their posts, unless to communicate informa- 
tion appertaining to their police duties ; and in such case 
they must make the communication as brief as possible, 
and they must not engage in conversation with any per- 
son on any part, of their post except in regard to matters 
concerning the immediate discharge of their duties. He 
Patroipostcon-must Constantly patrol his post unless otherwise directed 

***" ^' by the rules and regulatii ns. A non-compliance with the 

requirements of this rule shall be deemed cause of punish- 
ment. 

Twelfth. It will be deemed a neglect of duty on the 
Report loss of part of a patrolman carelessly to lose his shield, emblem 
or other insignia of office, or to neglect to fasten the same 
securely to his person ; or when lost, to neglect to report 
the same immediately thereafter to the officer in com- 
mand at the station house. He must not leave his post 
Not enter houses except in discharge of police duty ; nor shall he enter any 

except on duty. , . <• i • i 

house, except in the execution of his duty. 

Thirteenth, He must pay particular attention to all 
houses. public houses and drinking houses on his beat, reporting 
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those that remain open at unusual hours or are noisy or 
disorderly. 

Fourteenth, If he observes anything in the road likely to 
produce danger or public inconvenience, or anything which 
seems to him irregular and offensive, he shall remove the laritiSfiomSS- 
same immediately. ^^^s. 

Fifteenth. Any patrolman absent from duty without Absence with- 
leave shall iForfeit all pay for the time of such absence, and " **^** 
be fined, reprimanded or dismissed from the force, at the 
discretion of the council, except in cases of sickness when 
properly certified by a physician. 

Sixteenth, Each member of the police force shall devote^ whole ume to 

* be devoted to the 

his whole time and attention to the business of the de- business of dc- 

partment. 

partment, and he is expressly prohibited from following 
any other calling or being employed in any other busi- 
ness. Although certain hours are allotted to the patrol- 
men for the performance of duty on ordinary occasions, 
yet at all times they must be prepared to act immediately 
on notice that their services are required. 

Seventeenth. Each member in his conduct and deport- Civu depart- 
ment must be quiet, civil and orderly. In the perform- 
ance of his duty he must maintain decorum and attention, 
command of temper and patience, and must be discrefet. 
He must at all times refrain from harsh, violent, coarse, 
profane or insolent language, and when required, act with 
firmness and sufficient energy to perform his duty. 

Eighteenth. No member of the police force shall, in the 
station house or elsewhere, while on duty or while in uni- 
form off duty, drink any kind of liquor, or smoke, or (ex- Not drink or 
cept in the immediate performance of his duty) enter any 
place in which any kind of intoxicating drink may be sold 
or furnished. No liquor or intoxicating drink shall, upon 
any pretext, be introduced into the station houses, ex- 
cept when advised by a physician ; nor shall smoking be 
allowed at any time in the public office of a station house. 

Nineteenth. No member shall accept from any person 
while in custody or after he shall have been discharged, 
or • from any one of his friends, any gratuity, reward or Not receive gra- 
gift, directly or indirectly ; nor shall he receive from any 
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person, without written permission from the police com- 
mittee, compensation for damages sustained in the dis- 
charge of his duty. 

Twentieth, No member will be permitted to apply for 
Not arrest for a Warrant for assault upon himself without first reporting 

personal assault. , * <^ 

the case to the police committee, and obtaining from them 
permission in writing to make such application. • 

Twenty-first. No member shall communicate to any 
infopnationen- any pcrsou information which may enable persons to escape 

ablmg persons to ^ *■ ^ ^ * 

esc 

goc 



^SB* ^^ ***'*** from arrest or punishment, or that may enable them to 



ers. 



dispose of or secrete any goods or valuable things stolen 
or embezzled. 

Twenty-second. Each member shall at all times have 
Memorandirai with him a Small book in which he shall enter the names 

of arrest to be 

kept. of persons taken in charge by him and such particulars in 

each case as will be important in the trial of the cause- 
He shall also, before confining in the lock-up any person 
Search prison- arrcsted, carcfully search him and enter in his memoran- 
dum book an exact inventory of all weapons, money, pa- 
pers or other valuables or things found upon the prisoner. 
Deposit vaiua- The articlcs shall be forthwith deposited at headquarters 
with the chief of police, and shall be held by him and dis- 
posed of upon the order of the mayor at the hearing of 
the person arrested. 

Absence with- Twenty-tktrd. No member of the police force shall leave 
ou permission. ^^^ distrfct or be absent from duty without permission 

Maitreatingpri- from the council. Any member who shall wilfully mal- 
treat or use unnecessary violence toward a prisoner or cit- 
izen, shall, on complaint being made and the fact estab- 
lished by competent testimony, be immediately dismissed 
from office or otherwise punished. 

NotaUowedto Twenty-fourtk. No person connected with the police 
fire or military force shall be a member of any fire or military corps or be 
allowed to go on target or pleasure excursions except by 
permission of the council. 

Suspensions of Twenty-fiftk, For neglect of duty or violation of the 
rules and regulations, the chief of police may suspend 
from duty a subordinate, and he shall thereupon report 
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the facts of the case and the reason for the suspension to 
the council. 

Twenty-sixth, Every member of the force, when enter-^ 
ing upon duty, must be neat in his person, his clothes and Neat in person. 
boots clean, and his dress in conformity with the regula- 
tions. All persons on leaving the force must return their r^j^^ ^^jp. 
shields, badges and other property belonging to the city, gJS? °° ^**''*"^ 
to the chief of police, and all pay and compensation due 
shall be withheld until this order is complied with. 

Twenty-seventh, All estray horses or cattle coming into DcUvercstrays 
the custody of the police shall be immediately delivered 
to the keeper of a public pound. 

Twenty-eighth. Repeated complaints against a member Neglect to pay 
of the force for incurring debts, and evidences of refusal or dismissal, 
neglect to pay just debts, will be considered good cause 
for the dismissal of such member. 

SPECIAL POLICEMEN. 

Section 14. Special policemen appointed on any emer- Spcdai poiicc- 

^ ^ ^ ^^ J men to be appom- 

gency or apprehension of riot, tumult, mob or insurrec-*^°° ^y«™«'- 
tion, or appointed on the request and at the expense of 
railroad or other companies or individuals, shall have the 
powers and perform the duties, and be subject to the 
rules and regulations the same as members of the regular 
force. 

Sectioi^ 15. The members of the police force posses Authority and 
the powers of .constables and are empowered to arrest men. 
without complaint or warrant offenders against the ordi- 
nances of the city or against the laws of this Common- 
wealth. 

To protect the rights of citizens, prevent the commis- 
sion of crime and insure the arrest and conviction of crim- 
inals, it is the duty of members in plain cases of felony or 
attempts to commit felony or misdemeanor, to arrest the 
parties so charged without warrant, although the offense 
was not committed in their immediate presence or view. 
If a policeman immediately pursues a person who has 
committed a felony or one who is reasonably suspected of 
having committed a felony, it is his duty to follow him 
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wherever he may go, and if he takes refuge in 'any house, 
the policeman, after stating his office and object and de- 
nianding admission and admission being refused, or if there 
y should be no one present of whom to make such demand, 
may open forcibly the outer door or windows, enter the 
house and arrest the offender. If the policeman finds the 
outer door open or it be opened to him, after entering he 
may forcibly open any inner door in order to effect the 
arrest of the person of whom he is in pursuit. 

Section i6. When an affray occurs in a house within 

enter a house to hearing of an officcr he may lawfully enter the said build- 
make an arrest. , 

ing forcibly to suppress it. Forcibly opening an outer 
door is generally a violent and dangerous proceeding and 
should never be resorted to except in extreme cases and 
when an immediate arrest is necessary. Every policeman 
must recollect that in making an arrest he is not justified 
in doing more than is absolutely necessary for the safe 
custody of the prisoners until he conveys them to their 
proper destination. It is the duty of a policeman to keep 

Notuseuseun-his prisoncrs safely but he has no right to use unnecessary 

r^^ ^*°' violence, and he must not even use such language as will 

be calculated to provoke or exasperate them, for such 

conduct tends to create resistance in the prisoners and a 

hostile feeling among bystanders towards the policeman, 

^, , , Policemen should not become offended at any harsh or 

Notbeoomeof- ^ 

Jh?e kn** ^^^' •^b^s^^^ language that may be applied to them, and they 
should not make arrests in their own quarrels or those of 
their families except under very grave circumstances such 
as would justify them in using measures of self defense. 

If the offense is committed in the presence of an officer 
he may arrest the offender forthwith or may in immediate 
pursuit follow him as stated under the head of felony. 

Misdemeanors The most frequent cases of misdemeanors are those of 
most frequent, j^unkenness in public places, disorderly conduct, petit lar. 
ceny, riot, breach of the peace, assault and battery and 
crimes of a similar character,- throwing, casting or laying 
any ashes, offal, vegetables, garbage, dross, cinders, shells, 
shavings, dirt, filth or rubbish of any kind whatever in 
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any gutter, street, lane or alley, or in any public place in 
the city. 

Section 17, It shall be the duty of every member of Members »««. 
said force to conform strictly to the ordinances of said th^onUDs^ces. 
city ; to use his best endeavors at all times to prevent 
crime, preserve the peace, maintain good order, and en- 
force the ordinances of said city ; to secure the detection, 
arrest and conviction of offenders ; to make all necessary 
and legal arrests ; to encourage and assist any other mem* 
ber of the force rn the discharge of his duty; to aid the ^.^^j^^ 
mayor and execute his orders as conservator of the peace ^*<*"'« **^® ^'^ 
of. said city; to obey the lawful orders of his superior of- 
ficers ; to notify any person whom he has reason to susr 
pect of intending to commit a breach of any ordinance of 
said city or other criminal act, to desist ; to arrest, without to arrest with- 
warrant, any person for such offense, when taken in ^hg®"*'*'*^"^*- 
act or upon fresh information of another, and take the of- 
fender to the mayor ; to furnish to the proper prosecuting 
officer the names of witnesses and any information which 
may be useful in securing the conviction of offenders ; to 
report to the chief or other officer in charge at the police 
office, any information that may come to his knowledge . 
of the violation of these ordinances or of any law, and any 
other matter that should properly come to the knowledge 
of the chief ; to abstain from slander ; to attend any fire, Attend fires, 
when not otherwise specially employed on duty, and as- 
sist in securing and protecting life and property, in pre- 
serving order, and in preventing the obstruction of the fire 
department in the performance of their duties, and to en- 
force the orders of the chief engineer and his assistants in 
the premises ; to report in writing to the chief of police or 
to the council, any breach of duty by any other officer of 
>vhom he has knowledge ; and to perform any other duty 
to which he may be assigned by a resolution of council or 
these ordinances. 

Section 18. The willful breach of any criminal law or of causes for dis- 
any ordinance of said city, or the willful breach or neglect 
of any rule of said police department duly in force, neglect 
pf duty, inefficiency, intoxication, insubordination the will- 
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ful neglect or refusal to pay for personal or family neces- 
saries purchased while in office, the willful and nialicious 
circulation of any false report concerning any member of 
said force or any other disgraceful or improper conduct 
calculated to impair the usefulness and efficiency of said, 
force, when done by any member thereof, shall, after due 
hearing, be deemed sufficient cause for the dismissal of 
the offender, or for other punishment under said rules ac- 
cording to the nature and aggravation of the offense. 
Police commit- SECTION 19. It shall be the duty of the police commit- 
AemsdveSofthStee to inform themselves of the fidelity and efficiency of 
membc?^ of "die every member of the force, and to report to the council 
any information they may receive regarding the conduct 
of any officer, together with the names of their informants, 
and to encourage and sustain every police officer in the 
faithful discharge of his duty. 
Mayai>provca And they may, after due inquiry, approve a bill against 

bill to reimburse . *^ . - . • ,. JL . t 1 . 

members for in- the City to rcimbursc* anv police officer, in whole or in 

jury to dothing. ■' , ' *^ 

part, for any unusual injury to his clothing received in the 
judicious and faithful discharge of his duty, or for any rea- 
sonable expenses necessarily incurred by him in the like 
discharge of his duty, and such bill, being approved and 
passed in the same manner as other bills, shall be paid by 
the city. 



PRINTING. 

Ordinancesand SECTION I. That the Ordinances of the city, and the an- 
Sf thlfttwSS!** nual statement of the treasurer, shall be published by in- 
serting the same three weeks successively in one or more 
newspapers printed in said city, which shall be sufficient 
notice of the same, said publication shall be done as di- 
rected by the printing committee subject to approval of 
the council. 
Annual state- SECTION 2. The annual statement of the city clerk and 
SiTaSdito^' re- the annual auditors* report shall be published in two news- 
papers printed in said city, one insertion in each, one of 
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which newspapers shall be the one having the contract for 
city printing and the other shall be designated by the 
printing committee subject to approval of the council. 



PUBLIC GROUNDS, 

. ■ I 

; ' » 

Section i. The river common between North and piaceofresoTt 
South streets shall hereafter be protected and preserved ■^'^p"^*"**^^* 
for the benefit and use of the public as a place of resort 
and promenade, and no circus, menagerie or like exhibition g^^ prohib- 
shall be permitted upon said grounds, and horses, mules ***^ 
or other animals shall not be driven over, permitted to Animals notai- 
graze or be exercised thereon, nor shall base ball or anylSi^rois^d^i^i 
other game be allowed on said common or within the en- j^.j?^®jjJ^^Jp™' 
closure of the public square, tending to injure the trees, 
shrubbery or herbage and preventing the free use of said 
common and public grounds as places of public resort. 

Section 2. That it shall not be lawful in any manner obstructions at 
to obstruct or blockade the river landing at the terminus street?"*** °* 
of Union street, but the same shall at all times be and re- 
main open and free of access to the width of one hundred 
and fifty feet, for the landing of succeeding cargoes and 
other purposes, under a penalty of ten dollars for every 
offense. 

Section 3. It shall not be lawful to deposit or pile paingofiumbcr 
upon the beach or shore below or above said landing at 
the terminus of Union street nor upon the common above 
Union street, nor upon the narrow strip of common be- 
tween the river and canal below the gas house, for any 
time more than ten days, any timber, lumber or other ar- 
ticle of traffic, under a penalty of ten dollars for every 
five days thereafter. 

Section 4. It shall not be lawful for any person or per- j^^^^ 
sons to appropriate, use or occupy as a lumber yard for 
the purpose of storing, piling, selling or disposing of lum- 
ber as a regular business, any part of the river beach or 



on beach and 
commons. 
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shore aforesaid, under a penalty of ten dollars for every 
ten days. 
Wfngonamber SECTION ?. It shall not be lawful at any time to pile up 

M beach and , • . *^ '^ 

commoDM, or deposit upon the river common below Union street, 
any lumber or timber, nor to throw or deposit any garb- 
age, rubbish or filth upon the river bank, above low water 
mark, within the city limits, under a penalty of ten dol- 
lars for every oflTensc. 
Temporary de- SECTION 6. It shall be lawfuI to make temporary deposit 

«?5b*riv^trade of any articles connected with the river trade within the 
limits prescribed as aforesaid for landing, but open and 
unobstructed passage of Union street of its entire width 
to the river shall at all times be strictly observed and 
maintained ; and any person convicted of obstructing said 
passage-ways as above designated or of depositing and 
leaving any cargo or part or parts thereof within the boun- 
daries of said Union ^treet to the river above the bank, at 
any time for a longer period than ten days, shall forfeit 
and pay a fine not less than five dollars for every day of 
such continued obstruction or deposit. The street com- 
missioner of the city is hereby authorized in cases of ne- 
glect or refusal to remove said deposits or articles, or to 
pay the penalty or secure the payment thereof as afore- 
said, to seize, levy upon and hold any part of the said car- 
goes or property so deposited as security for payment of 
said penaltiejs and costs, he shall then give five days* pub- 
lic notice of the time and place of sale, and sell the same 
to the highest and best bidder, and the proceeds of said 
sale shall be first applied in payment of penalties affixed 
and costs, and the balance shall be deposited with the city 
treasurer for the use of the owner of said property. 

Section 7. Temporary deposit of lumber or other car- 
goes connected with the river trade, may be made on the 
neck of land and common lying between the gas works 
and the bend or elbow of the canal ; Provided, That the 
passage-way to and from said gas works shall at all times 
be and remain unobstructed to the width of twenty-five 
feet. No lumber or other cargoes so deposited to remain 
on said ground for a longer period than thirty days, under 



69 

a penalty of ten dollars for every five days thereafter. The 
street commissioner, in case of neglect or refusal of owner 
or agent to pay the penalty and costs, shall have authori- 
ty, and power to seize, levy upon and hold any part of 
said property as aforesaid and to advertise and sell the 
same as provided in slmila;r cases by section sixth of this 
ordinance. 

Section 8. No person shall cut or dig up any sods Digging up of 
or turf in any of the streets or public grounds of said city, 
with the intent to remove or carry away the same ; nor 
shall any person remove or carry away any sods or turf, 
cut or dug contrary to the provisions of this section. 

Section q. No person shall build, erect or occupy any Erecting buiw- 

x ^ ^ Ijjgj Qjj commons 

house, shop or building of any kind whatsoever either on .^ 



the river common or public square of this city. ^^JLciy C^-Ci^n^ 

Section id. That any person who shall destroy or in- i^J""?? «>*« 

"^ * . ^ and shrubbery. 

jure the trees, shrubbery or any improvements that now 
are or may be hereafter erected, or violate any Of the pro- 
visions of sections one, eight and nine of this ordinance, 
shall forfeit and pay a fine of not less than three dollars 
nor more than fifty dollars for each offense. 



CITY ORDINANCE 

AMENDING SECTION NINE OF THE GENERAL ORDINANCE 

RELATING TO PUBLIC GROUNDS. 

• Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Wilkes^Barre^ in City Council assembled^ as follows: 

Section i. That music stands not indended for pur- 
poses of gain, but for the public good, may hereafler be 
erected upon the public grounds of the city of Wilkes- v 
Barre, between North and South streets ; Provided^ That^ 
permission therefor be first granted by resolution of the 
city council. Any ordinance or parts of ordinances con- 
flicting herewith are hereby repealed. 
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Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the 20th 
day of July, A. D. 1878. 

G. M. REYNOLDS, 
President of the Council. 
[SEAL] Attest the seal of the city- 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk. 
Approved July 22d, 1878. 

W. W. LOOMIS, Mayor. 



RAILROADS AND STEAMBOATS. 

Whistling for Section i. That it shall be unlawful for any locomo- 
crossings. ^j^^ ^^ y^^ whistled for crossings, or with or without cars 

attached for any train to be run at a greater rate of speed 
that fifteen miles per hour within the city limits, nor by any 
street crossing between North street and Hanover street 

Rate of speed, at any greater rate of speed than ten miles per hour ; and 
the passing of any locomotive or cars or train by such 
crossings shall be preceded by the ring of a bell in a suit- 
able manner so as to give necessary warning of the ap- 
proach of such locomotive, cars or train. 

Obstructing SECTION 2. It shall be unlawful to obstruct any street 

streets with cars* • •••««•• f ^ » •« •• 

crossing within the limits of the city by locomotives or 
cars standing upon any railroad track. 

Penalty. SECTION 3. If any person or agent or employe of any 

company shall violate any of the foregoing regulations, he 
shall pay a fine of not less than five dollars nor more than 
thirty dollars for each offense. 

Flagmen. SECTION 4. All locomotivc railroad companies shall be 

required to keep and maintain, between the hours of seven 
o'clock a. m. and nine p. m. daily, flagmen, whose duty it 
shall be to give warning of the approach or passing of lo- 
comotives, cars or trains at all such streets where their 
railroads cross same at grade within the city limits, as the 
council may hereafter by resolution require ; and upon 
the neglect or default of any such railroad company to so 
provide and maintain a flagman for ten days after receiv- 
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ing notice of the passage of any such resolution, such com- 
pany shall fprfeit and pay a fine of fifty dollars for such 
neglect, and a further fine of five dollars for each and every 
day of such neglect thereafter. 

SCETION 5. Upon the neglect or refusal of any such P«naity» 
company to provide and maintain a flagman at any such 
specified crossing, it shall be the duty of the mayor to 
provide and maintain such flagmz^n at reasonable wages, 
and the expenses therefor shall be assessed upon such 
company in default and collected by due process of law. 

Section 6. Any railroad company already chartered ofg^^oflftmstt.* 
hereafter chartered for the purpose of transporting passen- 
gers for hire through the streets of said city, shall, in the 
construction and maintenance of their railroad tracks with- 
in the limits of said city, conform to the grades of the sev- 
eral streets used by them as the same are now or may 
hereafter be established, so that the public travel shall in 
no case be hindered, obstructed or endangered thereby ; 
and they are required to restore all streets traversed by 
their said railroad tracks to as good condition, with refer- 
ence to surface, material and freedom of travel, as they 
were in before such railroad company entered thereupon. 
Whenever the construction or maintenance of said rail- 
roads shall require the regrading of any street, or the rais- R^grading of 
ing or lowering of any crosswalk therein, or the alteration by raUroads. 
of any water course, such regrading, raising, lowering or 
alteration shall in no case be made unless the proposed 
work be approved by the street committee and done with- 
out expense to the city. 

Section 7. All rails laid by said railroad companies in Kind of rails to 
the construction and maintenance of their said ra'lroad 
tracks, shall be of the form and kind known as the ** Phil- 
adelphia flat rail ;" but any such company may lay down 
any other form of rail, which shall have first been approved 
by a vote of the council. 

Whenever said city shall construct in any street over Railroad com- 
which the railroad track of said railroad companies arep^por*tionate 
laid, any wood, stone, macadam or other pavement, said ofpaving!*^^**"*** 
railroad companies shall bear a proportionate part of the 
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expense of such paving, to wit : eleven feet in width, in- 
cluding the spaces between the tracks, and shall thereafter 
keep in proper repair such eleven feet to the satisfaction 
of the street committee. 

siOT^tolS*St '^^^ street commissioner is hereby directed to see that 

S^"*J^^j;jfPJJ; said railroad companies, in the construction and mainte- 

Soidi^^SfroadJ nance of their said railroads, conform to the provisions of 

their chiirters, and that the provisions of the foregoing 

sections of this ordinance are complied with. 

Penalty. SECTION 8. Any such railroad company offending against 

any of the provisions of the foregoing sections of this or- 
dinance, shall forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding fifty 
dollars for every such offense ; and every day that the rail- 
road tracks of any such railroad company shall remain in 
violation of any of the provisions of the foregoing sections, 
after such railroad company has received notice from the 
street commissioner to repair the same, shall he deemed a 
distinct offense under this section. 

Point of land- SECTION Q. The council shall designate the point of 
landing and departure of any steamboat employed in the 
transportation of passengers to and from the city, and 
every company or individual owner of any steamboat thus 

To ob^ per- employed shall be required, before using said landing, to 
obtain from council a permit. The application for said 
permit shall give the name of the company or individual 
owner thereof, the name of the steamboat, and the time 
for which such permit is required, which shall not exceed 
one year. 

Gangplank. SECTION lo. Every Steamboat landing or departing from 
said city shall be provided with a gang plank at least three 
feet wide, with a handrail thereto at least three feet high 
oti each side thereof, and such gang plank shall be used 
in all cases for the safe and convenient landing and em- 
barking of passengers. 

Penalty. SECTION 1 1. Any steamboat company or any person in 

charge of such steamboat violating the provisions of the 
foregoing sections nine and ten, shall pay a fine not exr 
ceeding ten dollars for each offense. 
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AN ORDINANCE 

ADOPTING CERTAIN SECTIONS AND CLAUSES OF THE ACT 
OF 23D MAY, 1874, IN PURSUANCE OF THE ACT OF 22D 
APRIL, 1879, WHICH IS AN AMENDMENT OF THE SUP- 
PLEMENTTOTHE AFORESAID ACT APPROVED 1 8 MARCH, 

1875. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
WilkeS'Barre in City Council assembled^ as follows: 

That (in pursuance of section one of the act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, ap- 
proved the 22d day of April, A. D. 1879), ^^^ following 
part of section eleven, and the following tlauses of section 
twenty, of the act approved May 23d, A. D. 1874, be and 
are hereby extended and made applicable to this city, it 
being a city of the fourth class, which has not accepted the 
provisions of the said act, to wit : 

PART OF SECTION XI. 

Section i. That for the purpose of creating a sinking sinking fund 
fund for the gradual extinguishment of the bonds and 
funded debt of the respective cities of this Commonwealth, 
the councils of each thereof shall annually (until payment 
of the bonds and funded debt be fully provided for), levy 
and collect, in addition to other taxes of said corporation^ 
a tax of not less than one-fourth of one mill and not ex- 
ceeding three mills upon the assessed value of the taxable 
property of each of said cities, to be called the sinking 
fund tax, which shall be paid into the city treasury and 
shall be applied towards the extinguishment of said bonds 
and funded debt ivi the order of the date of issue thereof, 
and to no other purpose whatever ; and said bonds, when 
purchased, shall be conspicuously stamped to show that 
they were purchased for the sinking fund of said city, and 
the interest on said bonds shall be collected and used in 
like manner with the taxes collected for said sinking fund. 
Provided, That no money shall hereafter be borrowed on 
the faith and credit of said cities, unless the ordinance or 
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other authority authorizing the same shall have been in- 
troduced at one stated meeting of the common council, 
and the draft thereof published in at least two of the news- 
papers of the city, daily, four weeks before the final con- 
sideration and passage thereof by the said common coun- 
cil ; And provided also. That the specific purposes for which 
said loan is authorized shall be distinctly set out in said 
ordinance and that the moneys received for said loan 
shall not be used for any purposes other than those so 
stated ; And provided further ^ That the said city shall, at 
or before the time of authorizing the said loan, provide for 
the collection of an annual tax suflScient to pay the interest 
and also the principal of the said loan within thirty years. 

SECTION XX. 



Streets, 

Sidewalks, 

Bridges. 

Culverts, 

Sewers. 



Poll tax. 



License tax. 



Section 2. Clause i. To open and improve streets, ave- 
nues and alleys, make sidewalks and build bridges, cul- 
verts and sewers within the city, and for the purpose of pay- 
ing for the same, shall have power to provide for the pay- 
ment of the same from the general revenue or by assess- 
ments on real estate benefitted thereby, as provided in 
clauses thirty two and thirty-three of this section, and also 
to make assessments therefor as provided in clauses three 
and four, to wit : 

Clause 2. To impose a poll tax, not exceeding one dol- 
lar, on all able-bodied males between the ages of twenty- 
one and fifty years. 

Clause 3. To levy and collect license tax on auctioneers, 
contractors, druggists, hawkers, peddlers, bankers, brokers, 
pawnbrokers, merchants of all kinds, grocers, confection- 
ers, restaurants, butchers, taverns, public boarding houses, 
dram shops, saloons, liquor sellers, billiard tables, bowl- 
ing alleys and other gaming tables, drays, hacks, carriages, 
omnibusses, carts, wagons, street railroad cars and other 
vehicles used in the city for pay, lumber dealers, furniture 
dealers, saddle and harness dealers, stationers, jewelers, 
livery stable keepers, pavement stands, real estate agents, 
express companies or agencies, telegraph companies or 
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agencies, shows, theatres, and all kinds of exhiUtions for 
pay, and regulate the same by ordinance. 

Clause/^ To restrain, prohibit and suppress tippling Tippling sbopt 
shops, billiard tables, bowling alleys, houses of prostitu- BowUiwaUeya« 
tion and other disorderly houses aud practices, games and 
gambling houses, desecration of the Sabbath day, tom- 
monly called Sunday, and all kinds of public indecencies. 

Section 3. Clause 5. To make regulations to prevent Quawndneiawt 
the introduction of contagious diseases into the city, to 
make quarantine laws for that purpose, and enforce the 
same within the limits of the city. 

Clause 6. To erect, establish and regulate hospitals, Hos^tab. 
poor-houses and wo^k-houses, and to provide for the gov- Poor houses/ 
ernment and support of the same. 

Clause 7. To make regulations to secure the general 
health of the city, and to remove and prevent nuisances. 
Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the 19th 
day of December, A. D. 1879. 

G. M. REYNOLDS, 
President of the CounciL 
[seal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk. 

The above returned by the mayor January 6th, 1880, 
without his signature, which became operative under sec«- 
tion six of the city charter. 



Nuisances. 



SEWERS. 



Section i. Public sewers shall, as far as practicable, be TobeiaidaioM 
laid along the centre lines of streets, and it shall be theSUS^^*" "°* 
duty of any gas company or water company, laying or re- oas and water 
laying any gas or water main in any street of said city, to Sr^*>^«2i 
leave at least four feet on each side of said centre line repSii^Mwen! 
free for the insertion or repair of a public sewer, unless 
the council shall, upon written application, allow a differ- 
ent location. 
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tt^hncootrsux' SECTION 2. Before any public sewer shall be contracted 
prepare'Spand for or built, the council shall cause to be prepared a map 
and profile showing the grades thereof, and of the surface 
along the line thereof, the depth of the bottom of such 
sewer, on the inside, at the upper crosswalk of each inter- 
secting street, and location of branch pipes, and the height 
of such points above low water mark. And before such, 
sewer is begun they shall cause a map to be prepared, 
showing the situation and dimensions of property assess- 
able therefor, and the estimated value thereof. 
Corporations SECTION 3. It shall be the duty of every corporation 

about to lay gas 1 ^ . , « . . • - 

orwatermains to about to lay down any gas mam or water mam m any 

lUrnish council ^ ^ ^ r • 1 .^i m j /•! i. • 

with a map and Street, to fumish the council a map and profile showing 
the proposed size, line, location and depth of such main. 

Branch pipes. SECTION 4. AH sewers hereafter constructed shall have 
a branch pipe six inches in diameter connecting with the 
main sewer and laid to the outer line of the sidewalk to 
every fifty feet frontage or less belonging to one person 
upon each side of the street, and it shall be the duty of 

Lot owners to evcry pcrson owning any lot upon which there is any oc- 

Connect with sew« 

«r within sixty cupicd building to connect with said sewer, under the di- 

days* 

rection of the city engineer, within sixty days after the 
sewer is declared ready for use, and if not complied with 
within that time they shall be subject to a fine of thirty 
dollars, and the street commissioner shall forthwith pro- 
ceed to make such connection as may be required, and 
the expense so incurred shall be charged to said owner or 
owners. 
To empty into SECTION 5. That all sewers, either private or public, 

wltlr^k! *°^ emptying into the river, shall enter the same below low 
water mark. Any violation of this section shall subject 
the offender to a fine of twenty-five dollars, 
cioffgingup Section 6. Every person who shall throw into any 

StSi4)MiS. °' catch-basin or gully-chute any dead animal, or any ani- 
mal or vegetable substance, or dirty water, wash, brine or 
any substance likely to remain therein or to clog up any 
gully-chute or catch-basin or to create a stench there- 
from, or shall place any of said substances so near any such 
gully-chute or catch-basin as to be likely to fall or be car- 



ried into the same, shall forfeit and pay a penalty of not 
less than five nor more than one hundred dollars for every 
such ofifense. 

Section 7. No person or persons shall conduct a sewer Tocomicctpri- 

' * *^ . vate with public 

under around or suffer the same to be conducted from swer apply to 

^ . ^ city engineer for 

premises belonging to them or under their control, intop«n»"t. 
any street where there is a public sewer, and connect said 
private sewer therewith without first applying to the city 
engineer for a permit, and paying therefor to the treasurer 
twenty-five dollars^ unless said property may have been 
assessed for the proportion charged for the construction 
of said public sewer. 



STREETS. 

Section i. That the avenues, streets, lanes, alleys, Acceptance of 
roads and highways reported by the committee on streets, *'^'^- 
with the names, width and location thereof, which report 
was accepted and ordered to be entered on record at a 
stated meeting of the council held at the council room, on 
the fourth day of December, A. D. 1877, be and they are 
hereby ordained and ordered to be public highways, roads, 
avenues, lanes and alleys of the city of Wilkes-Barre. 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the council to desig- conncu to de. 
nate, from time to time, the streets, alleys and places where nSJ^^pavm^^ts* 
new pavements, grading, sewers or ditches are necessary, or ditcEes, are nel 
and the kind, manner and material thereof, to the respec-. "***^' 
owners in fee simple, or the tenant for life or for years, or 
the tenant in dower, or by the courtesy, present, future, 
expectant or contingent, of the premises fronting or adja- 
cent to said sidewalks and adjacent ditches and drains, re- 
quiring them to cause the same to be made or done with- 
in twenty days after said notice, or be charged twenty per 
cent, additional, as provided by act of Assembly. 

Section 3. That alb sidewalks in the city are hereby wS^*^ **^"***" 
fixed at'a uniform width on the respective streets from the 
line of the street to the gutter or curbstone on each side, 



78 

as follows : On Main street from North street to Hanover 
street, and on Park avenue from Hazle street to North- 
ampton street, ten feet wide ; on the northeasterly side of 
Market street from Washington street to Canal street, 
thirteen feet wide ; on the four sides of the Public Square, 
twelve feet wide ; on Jackson, Cinderella, Hanover, Hill, 
Lehigh and Ash streets, six feet wide ; on Oregon and 
Wood streets, five feet wide ; on all other streets of forty 
feet wide or under, five feet wide ; and on all other streets 
of the city, eight feet wide, except such streets as shall be 
hereafter opened or accepted, whereupon the width of the 
sidewalk shall be designated by the council at the time of 
such opening or acceptance ; Nevertheless^ the pavement, 
with the permission of the* council, may be less than eight 
feet wide ; Provided^ That the spaces on each side of the 
pavement between the line of the streets and gutter be 
'filled and packed to the proper grade. 

Stone fla^ng SECTION 4. The council hereby designate stone flagging 
only to be laid. ^^ ^^ ^^jy ^j^^^ ^^ j^j^^ ^^ j^^ j^.j ^j^^jj within the city 

on public streets, for foot or sidewalks. 

First, Stone flagging, consisting of stone not less than 
three feet long by two feet wide and two inches thick, with 
a curbstone not less than three inches thick to be placed not 
less than thirty-five inches below the surface and carefully 
packed with dirt or other suitable material, or with paved 
ditch or gfutter instead of curbing, as may be deemed best 
by the council ; Provided^ That no pavement shall be laid 
on Market street from River street to Canal street, on 
Main street from North street to Hanover street, on River 
street from North street to South street, or on any of the 
four sides of the public square in which the stone shall be 
less than four feet long by two feet wide and two inches 
thick. 

Second^ Stone flagging laid in parallel lines, to consist 
of stone not less than three feet long by one foot six 
inches wide, with or without an intermediate space of eigh- 
teen inches, the intermediate space to be filled with ashes, 
gravel or other suitable material. 
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Third, The council may by resolution authorize coal Coaiash«»,cin- 

^ ^ .1 aerorgravd may 

ashes, cinder or gravel, at grade, to be used on sidewalks^ authorized by 
in the outskirts of the city ; Provided the same shall not 
interfere with the right of any property holder in putting 
down stone flagging under the ordinances. 

Sections. The ditches and drains adjacent to said^^^JJ^ *J^ 
sidewalks in all the streets of the city, shall be paved a*<** 
uniform width from the edge of the sidewalk to the road- 
way, and of an average depth according to the grade of 
the street ; and the width and depth thereof shall be fixed 
by the city engineer and street commissioner, and when- 
ever it is necessary to pave a gutter more than four feet An allowance 
in width a proportionate allowance upon taxes will be STSS^!** *^^ ^ 
granted therefor. 

Section 6. That said sidewalks, ditches and drains ,to be main- 

' tained by owners. 

shall be graded, paved, constructed, maintained and re- 
paired by the respective owners, as aforesaid, of the prem- 
ises fronting or adjacent thereto. 

Section 7. Where owners of premiseis pave or lay down Allowance on 

sidew^dks. 

new flagstone sidewalks, or relay pavements injured or de- 
stroyed by fire, according to the ordinances and regula- 
tions, an allowance of six cents per square foot will be 
made to them, to apply only on their city taxes assessed 
against the particular property where such sidewalk is laid. 
No allowance will be made for any other kind of pave- 
ment, nor for laying gutters ; Provided^ That no allowance 
will be granted hereafter for flagstone walks laid in the 
fourth, fifth, seventh and eighth wards of the city. 

Section 8. Upon the default of any of said owners or Upo^ default, 

* ^ twenty per cent. 

tenants aforesaid, after notice given to construct, maintain *<> te added. 
or repair said sidewalks, ditches or drains, said city will 
proceed to construct, maintain or repair the same, and to 
recover the costs thereof, together with a penalty of twen- 
ty per centum additional to said costs, out of and from 
said owners or tenants as aforesaid, or any one or more of 
them, as is provided by the act of Assembly approved the 
twenty-third day of March, A. D. 1865. 

Section 9. The notice required in above section shall Kind of notiee 
be twenty days, and may be given in case the owner or'**^" 
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tenant aforesaid does not reside upon the premises, by 
fixing a written or printed copy of the same, signed by 
the president of the council or clerk, attested with the city 
seal, upon the premises for twenty days. Said notice shall 
specify the material, width, depth, thickness a%d dimen- 
sions of the sidewalk, ditch or drain to be constructed, 
maintained or repaired. 
PefsoM open- SECTION ID. It shall be the duty of all persons, and of 

fill the same, the gas Companies and the water companies and their em- 
ployes, on laying down or repairing gas or water pipes or 
fixtures, or for any other purpose, under and across any 
part of any footwalk, pavement, curbing, ditch, alley or 
street, to close up the trenches opened immediately upon 
such pipes or fixtures being laid down or repaired, and 
press and pack in a workmanlike manner the materials fiU- 
. ing the trenches, so as to leave the surface full, level and 
solid, as it was before the trenches were opened, and relay 
the pavement and crosswalks whenever disturbed, under 
supervision of the street commissioner, and all persons or 
companies and employes violating this ordinance shall pay 
a fine not exceeding ten dollars in each case and be liable 
for any damage caused thereby. 
Openings or ex- SECTION II. No person or Corporation shall make or 

STtoSS norSi cause to be made any opening, aperture or excavation for 

lowed without t . • .. ^ • 'j -^ 

permit. any purpose whatever, m any street m said city upon 

which wood, stone, macadam or other pavement is laid, 
or take up any portion of any such pavement, without per- 
mission from the council, upon written application therefor, 
as provided in the ordinance relating to licenses and per- 
mits. 
Excavations in SECTION 12. When any scwer shall be opened or laid, 

streets to be fenc- ,. , . . . 4_i_ 

ed in and a iwht- or any cxcavatiott made in any street, the person or per- 
to such faice in sons, or either of them, by or for whom such sewer shall 
be opened or laid, or such excavation made, shall cause a 
rail or other suflScient fence to be placed and fixed so as 
to enclose such sewer or other excavation and the dirt, 
gravel or other material thrown into the street therefrom, 
and such fence shall be continued during the whole time 
such sewer or other excavation shall be opened, and a 
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lighted lantern, or some other proper and sufficient light, 
shall be fixed to some part of such fence, or in some other 
proper manner over or near such open sewer or excava- 
tion, and the dirt, gravel or material taken from the same, 
and so kept from the beginning of twilight of the evening 
through the whole of the night, and shall be continued 
every evening during all thie time such sewer or excava- 
tion shall be open or in any state of repair. 

Section 13. That excavations for vaults beneath side- Excavations for 
walks shall be made only upon permits granted by the city ^^'I^S^fS 
engineer, and during the progress of the work safe and p"°**'* 
convenient footwalks shall be maintained around or over 
the same, with sufficient guards to prevent passers-by 
from falling into the cavity ; and the person to whom the 
permit is granted shall be responsible to the city for any 
injury sustained in consequence of any neglect so to do. 

Section 14. Any person duly licensed or permitted to Pcwons occu- 

. r ^ ^ i_»i i.' • • pying the streets 

occupy any part of any street while erecting or repainngwithbuiidingma- 

1 ., «. . « . teiials or making 

any building, opening any sewer, or making any excava- excavations to 
tion in any street for any purpose, shall provide safe andS^jJ? eapassage 
convenient passage round or over the same for public 
travel, and shall be responsible to said city for any dam- 
age occasioned by any neglect so to do. And any such 
person or others occupying any portion of any street as 
aforesaid, shall when requested by the street commissioner 
or any other public officer, exhibit his license or permit 
for such occupation. 

Section 15. That it shall be unlawful to ride or drive _.,. . . 

-' Ridmg or dnv- 

faster than a walk on or over any bridge within the limits j|JSj^^^brid°«s 
of the city, whereon notice is posted, and any person or 
persons violating this ordinance shall forfeit and pay a fine 
of five dollars for each offense. 

Section 16. No person shall make a stand in any street strectstands. 
or in the public grounds of said city, with a wagon, wheel- 
barrow or other vehicle, or shall erect any booth for the ^ 
sale of any article, or for the exercise of any business or 
calling unless licensed by the council. 

Section 17. No person shall shoot with or use a bow g^^ ^n^ 
'and arrow in any street or in any of the public squares of 
said city. 



ar- 
rows. 
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Coasting and SECTION 1 8. No pcTson shall coEst OT skatc upon the 
*'**^' sidewalks of the city. 

Me assemblies. SECTION IQ. No pcFsons shall assemble idly and remain 
in crowds upon any footway, sidewalk or crosswalk in any 
street, or in any of the public squares of said city, or be- 
fore any church or public building, or before or within any 
cemetery in said city, and all persons to the number of 
three pr more so assembling, and refusing to disperse 
when commanded so to do by a police officer, constable, 
alderman or the mayor of said city, shall forfeit and pay a 
penalty of not more than fifty dollars for every such of- 
fense. 

Sprinkling salt SECTION 20. No pcrson shall cast, place or sprinkle, or 

to melt snow and ^i ^i i •111 i<* 

ice. cause to be cast, placed or sprinkled, ^salt, m or upon any 

street in said city, for the purpose of melting snow or ice 
thereon. 

■ 

Horsecarsand SECTION 21. No horsc Car or c thcr vehiclc shall stop or 

proSbited***from Stand With any part thereof, or the horses attached there- 

ciSs^n^. ^'^^'to, over any crosswalk in any paved street in said city, 

nor over such crosswalk in any other street, longer than 

may be necessary to accommodate passengers ready to get 

Mayortodesig-in or out. The mayor shall designate places where horse 

nate where horse a 1 ». * r 1 111 

cars may stand, cars may Stand waiting for passengers, and no car shall so 
wait at any other place in any street in said city. 
Footways and SECTION 22. The owncr and every person having the 

k^ptkJ^s\fe*co^ care of any building or lot of land bordering upon any 
street in said city where there is any footway or sidewalk, 
shall keep such footway or sidewalk in a safe and conveni- 
ent condition for the use of the public, and shall forthwith 
repair all defects therein in any way endangering or in-r 
commoding the public travel upon the same, and shall re- 
move therefrom without delay any and all obstructions 
that may be placed or found thereon. If such owner or 
person shall neglect to repair such defects, after five 
days* notice, he shall be liable to the penalty imposed 
in section twenty-eight of this ordinance ; or the street 
commissioner may make such repairs, and the expense 
thereof shall be charged against such owner or person, in 
favor of said city. 
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Section 23. No person shall hereafter construct any Ceaaardoois. 
cellar door or cellar doorway in any sidewalk or projecting 
into any street. 

Section 24. Every entrance or flight of steps descend- piightof «tcpi 
mg immediately from or near the line of any street, intpsioMB, 
any cellar or basement story of any building, where such 
entrance or flight of steps shall not be safely and securely 
covered, shall be enclosed with a permanent railing on each 
side at least three feet high from the top of the sidewalk 
or pavement, together with a gate to open inwardly, or 
two iron chains across the front of the entrance way, one 
near the top and the other half way from the sidewalk or 
pavement to the top of the railing, to the acceptance of 
the street committee, and such gate or chains shall, unless 
there be a burning light over the steps to prevent acci- 
dents, be closed over night, 

Section 25. Whenever the word "street" or "streets" The word streets 
is mentioned in this ordinance, it shall be understood as 
including alleys, lanes, courts, greens, public squares and 
public places ; and it shall also be understood as including 
the sidewalks, unless the contrary is expressed or such 
construction would be inconsistent with the manifest in- 
tent of the council. 

Section 26. That all sewers shall be constructed and Sewers to b« 
all streets, lanes, alleys and courts shall be accepted, streets opened, 
opened, widened, extended, paved or vacated, and the of TOunca. 
width, courses and names of said streets, lanes, alleys and 
courts designated by resolution of council to be presented 
to the mayor within three days after the passage thereof, 
when the same proceedings shall be had as are required 
upon a bill by section six of the city charter. 

Section 27. That all streets, lanes, alleys and courts so streets accept- 
accepted, opened, widened or extended, shall be public enid^S^SjctenSd," 
highways, and the same shall be placed on the ward maps wud nS^pJ. 
of the city by the engineer thereof. 

Section 28. Any person violating any of the provisions Penalty, 
of this ordinance, excepting where a different penalty is 
otherwise specially provided in any section thereof, shall 
forfeit and pay a penalty of not less than two nor more 
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than fifty dollars for every such offense, and a like penalty 
for each day's continuance thereof. 



A SUPPLEMENT 



TO CITY ORDINANCE ENTITLED ** STREETS. 



»» 



Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
WilkeS'Barre, in City Council assembled^ as follows: 

That the following be made a supplementary section to 
ordinance entitled " streets :" 
Telegraph and. SECTION 29. That for the purposc of communication 
eep onepo . ^.^j^ different parts of the city or with telegraph or tele- 
phone lines leading from the city, telegraph or telephone 
poles may be erected along the outer edge of the sidewalks 
in any of the streets or alleys of the city, if so placed as 
in no manner to interfere with the ordinary use of said 
streets, alleys or sidewalks, or with the individual rights 
of any property holder. The poles so erected shall be 
constructed of chestnut or other suitable timber, straight, 
shapely and painted, and placed in the ground a depth of 
not less than four feet, and to be of a sufficient height so 
as not to obstruct or in any way to interfere with the 
travel of said streets, alleys or sidewalks, or property along 
said streets or alleys ; the erection of said poles to be un- 
der the superintendence of the street committee. That 
any company or individual, organized or otherwise, desir- 
ous of taking advantage of the provisions of this section, 
shall make application in writing to the city council for a 
permit, designating in said application the street or streets, 
alley or alleys which they desire to occupy, stating the 
location of the central office, where the sevetal lines in the 
city terminate. That no permit shall be granted to any 
applicant, corporate or otherwise, without an express pro- 
vision in the permit that all city messages for fire or police 
shall be transmitted over the lines instantly and in prefer- 
ence to any other business subject to private rights, free 



/ 



8s 

of charge or. expense to the city. And upon the failure 
of any corporation or individual to comply with any and 
all of the provisions of this section, they shall forfeit the 
rights and privileges granted them under it, and the im- 
munities and interests connected with the same shall re- 
vert to the city. And that the city reserves the right to 
amend or change any of the stipulations of this section 
where they prove injurious to the public. 

That any damage, injury or expense that may possibly 
occur or happen to any individual or individuals, party or 
parties, in consequence of said poles or in the transmission 

« 

or operation of any business connected therewith, the com- 
pany shall be held responsible therefor. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the 19th 
day of December, A. D. 1879. 

G. M. REYNOLDS, 
President of the Council. 
[seal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O, Jones, City Clerk. 
Approved December 22, 1879. 

W. W. LOOMIS, Mayor. 



TAXES. 



com- 



Section i. The finance committee shall annually, in Finance 
the month of January, submit to the council an estimate S^^Uy'^a^"^! 
of the expenses, liabilities and resources of said city f or o^Sa^isSiiiu^", 
the year beginning on the first day of April next succeed- as^ year*, °^d 

• **^i A * y r <*ii 1 recommend tax 

ing, givmg the particulars, as far as practicable, and re- levy, 
commend such tax on the rateable estates within the lim- 
its of said city as they shall deem necessary to meet such 
expenses. 

Section 2. Said council, having made such alterations city tax to be 

, , levied by council 

in said estimates and rates as they shall deem proper, before xst of April 
shall, before the said first day of April, lay such taxes and 
appropriate the proceeds thereof to the several purposes 
aforesaid. Said taxes shall be based upon all property. 
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officers, professions, occupations and persons, things real, 
personal or mixed, subject to taxation for county purposes 
under the laws of this Commonwealth, and shall not ex- 
ceed two per cent, on the dollar of valuation assessed for 
county purposes ; this shall be levied in addition to the 
amount to be collected from license tax, dog tax and poll 
tax. 

Expensesofthe SECTION 3. In nO CaSC shall said council allow the ex- 
city not to exceed r ' 1 »M ^ If t t 

amount of taxes penscs of said City to exceed the amount of taxes and as- 
sessments previously duly laid for the current year, except 
in cases and for purposes for which said city is authorized 
by law. 
Warrant for the SECTION A, Said council shall cause a proper warrant 

coUeaion of taxes ,, . t i t t f \ 1 

to be delivered to for the collcction of such tax, to be delivered to the re- 

the receiver. 

ceiver of taxes of said city. 

Exoneration of SECTION 5. The council may by vote abate or exone- 
rate the taxes assessed as aforesaid, upon such persons as 
are poor and indigent, and unable to pay the same, caus- 
ing a proper entry thereof to be made on their records 
and a certificate thereof to be delivered to the receiver of 
taxes. 

Taxes to be en- SECTION 6. But in all cases where said poor or indigent 
rS^elute.**"* °° persons are the owners of any real estate in said city, the 
city tax shall be entered as a lien on said property, but its 
collection not to be enforced within two years. 

SINKING FUND. 

Sinking fund SECTION 7. The council shall annually (until payment 
of the bonds and funded debt be fully provided for) levy 
and collect in addition to the other taxes, a tax of not 
more than three mills on the dollar on the assessed value 
of the taxable property of said city, to be called the sink- 
ing fund tax, which shall be paid into the city treasury 
and shall be applied towards the extinguishment of said 
bonds and funded debt in the order of the date of the ma- 
turity thereof, and to no other purpose whatever. 
Sinking fond SECTION 8. The president of the council, city treasurer 
oommissionets. ^^^ ^j^^ chairman of the finance committee, are hereby 

constituted the commissioners to receive the foregoing 
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revenue or revenues set aside for sinking fund purposes, 
and invest the same in accordance with law, subject to the 

I 

approval of the council. 

Section 9. It shall be the duty of the said commission- Duty of com- 
ers to tnake report to the council at the end of each fiscal""**^*"" : 
year, a full statement of the sinking fund and its securi- 
ties, or oftener if required by resolution of the council. 

Section 10. The said commissioners shall keep full and Ditto, 
exact minutes of their proceedings, which shall at all times 
be open to the inspection of the council, and their annual 
report shall contain a detailed statement of their receipts 
and disbursements, showing the actual condition of the 
fund at the date of the report. 

Section ii. The treasurer of the city shall be the cus- custodian of 
todian of the moneys and securities of the sinking fund,cJriti«.'^*^ **' 
subject to the inspection and order of said commissioners. 
He shall be required to give bond in the sum of twenty Bond, 
thousand dollars for the proper care of such securities, 
and for the said care he shall be entitled to the sum of fifty Salary, 
dollars annum. 

Section 12. The commissioners shall serve without 
compensation. 



TRADE. 

Section i. If any person shall sell or expose to sale Diseased meat 
within the limits of said city the flesh of any diseased ani- 
mal, or the flesh of any calf under four weeks old, or un-» 
wholesome or unmarketable meat, fish, vegetables or pro- 
visions, such person so offending shall forfeit the same 
and pay a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars nor less 
than five dollars. 

Section 2. That it shall be unlawful to cart, carry or xj&nsporting 
transport over and upon any paved street, except across pow'Jc^^o^ 
the same, within said city, any quantity or quantities^* *''^*^' 
of blasting or gun powder, more than twenty-five pounds 



flcne. 
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at a time, under a penalty not exceeding ten dollars for 
every offense. 
Driving fester SECTION 3. It shall bc unlawful for the driver or owner 
the°ix«cts wiSi of any cart, wagon, sled or other conveyance, loaded or 
S>wdS **' *^ partly loaded with blasting or gun powder, to drive faster 
than a walk on passing through the streets, or to stop his 
team or otherwise delay the passage or transit of his load 
through the city, under a penalty not exceeding twenty- 
five dollars for each offense. 
storingpowder SECTION A. It shall be unlawfuI to store, deposit or keep 

in greater quanti- ' *- r 

^*Lid8 iiL^i^ on hand at any time, in any building within the city within 
two hundred feet of any other building, any quantity of 
such powder more than fifty pounds, under a penalty not 
exceeding fifty dollars for every offense. 
Storing kero- SECTION 5. It shall be Unlawful for any owner or occu- 
pant of property within the city, to store or deposit, br 
cause to be stored or deposited, at any one time at any 
place, more than five barrels of petroleum or kerosene oil, 
under a penalty of twenty-five dollars for every offense, 
and ten dollars a day for every day's continuance of such 
storage or deposit ; Provided^ That any person desiring to 
store in greater quantities than five barrels of kerosene or 
other inflammable oils, shall make application for a permit 
therefor to the council and shall describe in such applica- 
tion the place and building for which he desires a permit, 
such application shall be referred to the city engineer and 
the fire committee, who shall within one week from the 
time of such reference, examine such place and building at 
the expense of the applicant, and report in writing whether 
the building is specially adapted to the purpose, whether 
•it is within one hundred feet of any dwelling, whether it 
has a cellar of sufficient capacity to contain all the oil that 
may be stored in said building, the walls whereof shall be 
built of brick, stone or iron from the level of the ground 
to the roof, without any opening whatever for a space of 
at least two feet above the level of the ground, the roof 
of which building shall be slate or tin. They shall also 
report their opinion as to the propriety of granting the 
permit. Such application shall be made in writing at a 
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regular meeting of the council, it shall be read, referred 
to the city engineer and fire committee as above, and 
with their report be taken up at the next regular meeting, 
when if a majority of all the council shall vote in the af- 
firmative it shall be granted. 

Section 6. It shall not be liawful for any itinerant per- ^ 
son to hawk, peddle, offer for sale or sell either privately p^j^dir^*"* ^^- 
or by public outcry upon the public streets or places of 
the city, any patent medicines, soaps, nostrums, salves or 
other articles of peddling wear, under a penalty not ex- 
ceeding five dollars for the first offense and not exceeding 
ten dollars for each succeeding offense. 

Section 7. Any policeman witnessing any violation of Policemen au- 

,..,., , - r thoriz*^ arrest 

the above regulations is authorized to make arrests of any peddlers. 
and all persons implicated and bring them before the 
mayor. ' 

Section 8. That hereafter no person or firm engaged DispUyofwca. 
in any kind of business within the city Kmits, shall publicly^"* ^' 
display for sale or otherwise upon the public sidewalks or 
streets of the city, any pistols, daggers, dirk knives, slung 
shots, billies, false knuckles or other similar devices or 
weapons fitted to be carried or concealed upon the person, 
under a penalty not exceeding one hundred dollars for 
every violation of this section. 

Section 9. It shall not be lawful for any person to deal Prue packages 
in packages or parcels of any kind in which an enclosed prize 
or to be accompanied by a prize or prizes, or deal in any 
other article or thing which may be construed as being or 
having the appearance of a chance, hazardous or gambling 
nature, and any person violating this section shall forfeit 
and pay a penalty of not less than two dollars. 

Section 10. No person not the occupant of the store, p^^^^g ^j^j. 
shop or house in said city, shall sell or vend or cause to^^'^fr*"?^*"^"* 

* ' ' goods without a 

be sold or vended, within the limits of said city, any "«^*** 
goods, wares or merchandize of any kind whatever other 
than the produce of farms and gardens in this State, 
brought into said city for sale by farmers and gardeners 
resident in this State or their employes, without a license 
so to do, and no person shall sell at retail any provision 
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^ ^^ o^ produce from any car or at any depot or from any ark, 
^^IW" ^ boat or raft on the canal or river in the city without a li- 

p^ty: • ^ cense. Any person offending against any of the provis- 
ions of this section shall forfeit and pay a penalty not ex- 
ceeding twenty-five dollars. 

Section i i. Any persons selling or offering adulterated 
milk for sale shall, upon conviction, pay a penalty not ex- 
ceeding five dollars for every offense. 

Meat and milk SECTION i^. The council may annually appoint one 

inspector. person as inspector of meat, who shall also be inspector of 

milk, whose duty it shall be to enforce a strict compliance 

with the provisions of sections one and eleven of the or- 

Compensation. dinance relating to trade, and he shall receive for his com- 
pensation one-half the fine levied and collected in each 
case where the person or persons are prosecuted and con- 
victed through his agency. 

Location of curb- SECTION 1 3. That the four sides of the public square 
adjoining the court house fence is hereby designated as 
the location of the curbstone market, the east side there^ 
of to be set apart for the marketing of hay, straw and 
stalks, and the south, north and west sides for the market- 
ing of such articles as are usually sold at a curbstone mar- 
ket ; all four sides to be graded with clean coal ashes by 
the street commissioner, and the last mentioned two sides 
to be divided into spaces twelve feet long. 

Street commis- SECTION 14. It shall be the duty of the street commis- 
J^S.**^ **^°^sioner, without further compensation, to allot to the ap- 
plicants therefor on the first Monday of May, 1879, ^^ 
any market day thereafter when applied for, the spaces 
aforesaid, until the first of April, 1880. No person shall 
occupy more than one space. The occupants of the spaces 
aforesaid shall be permitted to use by bench or otherwise, 
four feet of the sidewalk next to the street, leaving the 
balance open for passage way. 

Market da SECTION 15. The market days shall be Tuesday, Thurs- 

day and Saturday of each week. 

Mayorandchief SECTION 1 6. The occupant of the spaces aforesaid shall 

for(S°d«iiSin«s" not dcposit or leave scattered about the streets any un- 
necessary quantity of straw or any other refuse that will 
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be injurious to the health and comfort of the city in gen- 
eral, and it shall be the duty of the mayor and chief of 
police to see that order and cleanliness is maintained. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the 25th 
day of March, A. D. 1879. 

G. M. REYNOLDS, 
President of the CoUnciL 
[seal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S, O. Jones, City Clerk. 
Approved April ist, 1879. 

W. W. LoOMis, Mayor. 



AUCTIONEERS. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Wilkes-Barrey in City Council assembled, as follows : 

Section i. That auctioneers selling within the city, 
clothing, jewelry, pictures* books, dry goods, gueensware, 
bankrupt stock, groceries, boots and shoes, or other mer- 
chantable commodity, shall pay a license to said city of 
twenty-five dollars per day, and upon failure to first ob- 
tain such license or permit therefor, shall forfeit and pay 
a penalty not exceeding forty dollars per day for each day's 
violation thereof, in addition to the permit or license. 

Section 2. That auctioneers selling horses, second hand 
furniture and household goods, second hand wagons or 
carriages, shall pay a license to said city of ten dollars per 
annum, and upon failure to first obtain such license or 
permit, shall forfeit and pay a penalty of not exceeding 
five dollars per day for each day's violation thereof, in ad- 
dition to permit or license. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the lith 

day of May, 1880, 

D. H. FRANTZ, 
President of the Council. 
[s;eal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk. 
Approved May 14, 1880. 

Thomas Brodrick, Mayor. 
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TREES. , 

injaring or dc- SECTION I. If any pcrson shall wantonly mutilate or 
JhSbbery"*** ^' fell or otherwisc injure or destroy any shade, ornamental 
or fruit trees or shrubbery growing upon any public or pri- 
vate property, or along the public streets and sidewalks, 
or in any cemetery or burial place, or in the court house 
square, or on the river common, he shall upon conviction 
pay a fine not exceeding ten nor less than three dollars 
for each offense. 
Fastemnghones SECTION 2. Every person who shall fasten any horse or 
tot^' *"^"**^any other animal to any shade tree in any street, or who 
shall place or leave any horse or other animal in such a 
manner that it may injure any shade tree, shall forfeit and 
pay a penalty of not less than two nor more than five dol- 
lars for every such offense. 
Trees to be SECTION 3. It shall be unlawful for owners or occupants 
*'^°* of property to permit the limbs, broken tops or branches 

of trees to grow or remain so near the ground as to ob- 
struct in any manner the free passage of the streets or 
sidewalks or the gas light from the street lamps, and it 
shall be the duty of the street commissioner or other per- 
son duly authorized by thfe council, to cut away and re- 
move such obstructions, and the expense thereof to be 
paid by said owners and occupants. 



TRESPASSES. 

Enterin ards SECTION I. No person shall enter any yard, garden or 

liosuT^ '^'"^ ^"' enclosure in said city against the will of the owner, and 

Taking or de- without his permissiou, or take or destroy any fruit or 

Kodicf/™'' °' produce of any such yard, garden or enclosure, or destroy 

or in any manner injure any tree, shrub or plant therein. 

Any person offending against any of the provisions of 

this section, shall forfeit and pay a penalty of not less 

than five dollars for every such ofifense. 

Posting bills Section 2, No person shall post up or affix in any 

manner any bill, placard or notice, either written or print- 
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ed, upon any fence, bridge, wall, post or upon any part of 
any building in said city, without the previous consent of 
the occupants thereof, or, if there be no occupants, with- 
out the previous consent of the owners thereof, nor upon 
any building, sidewalk, curbstone, tree, fence, lamp post 
or post belonging to said city, without consent of the 
mayor. 

Any persoa offending against any of the provisions of Penalty, 
this section shall forfeit and pay a penalty of not less than 
five dollars for every such offense. 

. Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the 22d 
day of March, A. D. 187&. 

G. M. REYNOLDS, 
President of the Council^ 
[seal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk. 

Approved March 25, 1878. 

W. W. LOOMIS, Mayor. 



WATER. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
WilkeS'Barrej in City Council assembled^ as follows: 

Section i. The mayor and council shall enter into and contracts for 
make all contracts necessary for the supply of water for 
all city purposes, and it shall be the duty of the chief en- cwcf engineer 
gineer of the fire department to see that all the public fire hydiSits are kejt 

11. J • ^ A. M. \\ i.* • J in good condition. 

hydrants and reservoirs are kept at all times in good con- 
dition and repair and ready for use in case of fire, and to 
report to council any deficiency in the supply of water to 
any public hydrant. 

Section 2. No person shall fasten any guy-rope, brace. Fastening guy. 
support or fastening of any kind to any public hydrant. Sams pro^i&tS 

Every person or corporation violating or causing or pro- 
curing a violation of this section, shall forfeit and pay a 

Penalty 

penalty of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars for 
every such offense. 
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1 

coveringuphy. SECTION 3. No pcrsoii shall cover up or encumber any 

drants prohibited i_i*i._ij_ii* « • • 

public hydrant by placing upon or about it any snow, ice 
or sleet, rubbish, building materials or other materials, but 
a sufficient space shall be left about every such hydrant 
to allow free access for steamers and hose carriages. 
Penalty. Every person or corporation violating or causing or 

procuring a violation of this section, shall forfeit and pay 
a penalty not exceeding ten dollars for every such ofTense. 
juriMhySSiil!! Section 4. Every person who shall willfully or care- 
pcnaftyfor. lessly break or injure any public hydrant, shall forfeit and 
pay a penalty of not less than five nor more than one hun« 
dred dollars for every such offense. 
di£iri!d"!«T: Section 5. Every person who shall open any public fire 
ing water run to hydrant, cxccpt undcr authority of the fire department of 
said city, or under authority of some proper officer of said 
city, or of the water company, and every person who shall 
willfully, maliciously or carelessly leave the water of any 
public hydrant running to waste, or leave the water of 
any hydrant or pipe running in any public building, or to 
the damage of others in any tenement building, shall for- 
feit and pay a penalty of five dollars for every such of- 
fense, 
spriniciing SECTION 6. Evcrv persorf Sprinkling or watering: any 

streets, wetting J r x- t> to ^ 

passengers, etc. street, guttcr, sidewalk or part of a building, shall avoid 

sprinkling or wetting passengers or vehicles in the street, 

nor shall any person water any street more than necessary 

for the proper laying of the dust. 

Every person willfully or carelessly violating any of the 

Penalty. provisions of this section shall forfeit and pay a penalty of 

not less than two nor more than five dollars for every such 

offense, and the person or persons in whose employ such 

act was done shall forfeit and pay a like penalty. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the first 

day of April, A. D. 1878. 

' G. M. REYNOLDS, 

President of the CounciL 
[seal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk. 

Approved April i, 1878. 

W, W. LOOMIS, Mayor. 
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MANNER OF COLLECTING FINES AND PEN- 
ALTIES. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
WilkeS'Barre^ in City Council assembled^ as follows: 

Section i. That all fines and penalties imposed by any p.^^^ and pen- 
of the sections of any ordinance of said city shall be col-^^jJjP^^o^,^ 
lectible before the mayor in the same manner as other 
fines and penalties are now by law recoverable. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the 22d 

day of March, A. D. 1878. 

G. M. REYNOLDS, 
President of the Council. 
[seal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk, 
Approved March 25, 1879. 

W. W. LOOMIS, Mayor. 



LICENSES AND PERMITS. 

Be it ordained fy the Mayor and Council of the City of 
WilkeS'Barre in City Council assembled, as follows : 

Section i. The council shall provide suitable records, Bianicfonnsfor 
forms and blanks for every license and permit required by iS^^^*^ 



wnom 

city ordinance and for application therefor ; such applica- "** * ' 
tion blank shall be furnished to the person having occasion 
to use the same by the proper officer authorized to issue 
such license or permit or by the city clerk. 

Section 2. Such application shall be signed by the per- Application for 
son to whom the license or permit is to be issued, or his**^"**®'^*™*'- 
authorized agent, and shall specify the time or times and 
place or places for which such license or permit is desired, 
the particulars of the act or acts to be done and such other 
particulars as may be required to show that such license 
or permit may be granted and will be used in accordance 
with law ; and such application shall be numbered and 
kept on file by the city clerk or the officer authorized to 
issue the license or permit. 

Section 3. Applications for licenses and permits may AppUcaUons, to 
be addressed as follows : '*''° addresid. 
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Amuscmente and To tkc muyoT for all pubHc exhibitions and amusements. 

Sons. *^ * *" To ike city clerk for burial permits and removal of dead 

' bodies, who shall have the power of issuing the permit. 

Trades, occu- For all busincss, trades and occupations where regular 

pations, &c , * o 

yearly license is required, except licenses for public halls. 

Excavating*' ^ - . ^ - 

streets. • h ^^^^ engineer for excavating in streets, connecting 

^*^^'?j. with sewers, obstructing the streets, building materials in 

Building mate- ' ^ ♦ b 

rials in streets strects, remov ng buildings through streets, who shall have 

Removing build- ' o o o » 

ings thro' streets, power to grant permits for the same. 
Resto-.ing build- To permit committee for restoring buildings partly de- 

ings destroyed by , /• i 

fire and other stroycd by fire, erectmg, enlarging or removing buildings- 

Section 4. If such officer is authorized to issue such 

license or permit in his own discretion, he shall issue the 

Applications to Same as aforesaid if he deems proper, but if such matter 

councii,uniess the is to bc first dccidcd by the council, he shall lay the appli- 

officer is author- . , r , .1.1 1 • r • 1 

ized to issue the cation before the council with such information on the 
subject as he may possess. 
Licenses and SECTION 5. Every Hccnse or permit provided for by the 
SpJedf' Jounte™ city ordiuauces, shall be signed by the proper officer or 
tix"or fee wwhom officers authoHzcd to issue the same, and except burial 
^*' permits, countersigned by the receiver of taxes, and the 

assessed license tax or fee for the permit, except burial 
permits, paid to said receiver for the use of the city treas- 
ury, before such license or permit shall be in force. 
Tobeissuedby When a Hcensc or permit is required and no other offi- 
t e mayor. ^^^ .^ designated to issue the same, it shall be issued by 

the mayor. 
Tobenumbered SECTION 6. Such Hcenses and permits shall be numbered 

and contain 'cer* tin a * «•,.• <i< ,•• 

tain conditions, and shall contain a condition that every person acting un- 
der the same shall conform to the representations of the 
application therefor and to the ordinances of the city ap- 
plicable to the subject matter thereof, and such other 
terms- and conditions as the particular circumstances of 
each case shall, in the judgment of the authority issuing a 
license- or permit require. 
Record book to SECTION 7. Every officer authorized to issue licenses or 
permits as aforesaid shall, in a record book kept by him 
for that purpose, enter a memorandum of every license or 
permit issued by him, with the number, the date, the name 
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of the person to whom issued, the purpose for which it is 
issued, the time when it will expire, in case any time is 
limited, and any special condition included therein, and 
the amount of fee charged therefor. 

Section 8. No such license or permit shall authorize or The city not ua- 
excuse any breach of law, or any trespass upon the rights onlwfo/d^^lg^ 
of others, or render the city liable for any damage that co£?of ^u^h i^ 

' i_ 'M.A. J J J 1 ^-L /• cdDse or titermit. 

may be committed or caused under color thereof. 

Section 9. No such license or permit shall be given or Licenses and 

,././• 1 ^ • ^1 J 1 • permits, when to 

be m force for a longer time than one year, and licenses tefminate. 
for trades and occupations shall terminate on the first 
Monday of April next succeeding their date. 

Such licenses and permits shall not be transferred to a 
different person or place, except by special resolution of 
council. 

Section 10. The officer empowered to issue any such Licenses and 
license or permit, may at any time revoke the same for ^^JJj^i^^^hom 
any breach of the terms or conditions thereof, upon giving 
to the person to whom the same is issued notice of such 
revocation (and making a record thereof) ; and from the 
time of such notice, any act done under color of such li- 
cense or permit shall subject the person doing or suffering 
it to be done, to the same penalty as if he had done such 
act without such license or permit, unless such revocation 
is disapproved as hereinafter provided. . 

Section ii. If any person shall feel aggrieved by the Persons ag- 
neglect or refusal of any of said officers to issue such li-SSon of license 
cense or permit, or by the terms or conditions therein im-appSto*counca 
posed, or by any revocation of such license or permit as 
aforesaid, he may appeal to. the council upon giving no- 
tice to such officer within one week thereafter ; and until 
such terms, conditions or revocations are disapproved by 
council, they shall be binding upon the appellant ; and the 
council may order such modifications as they may deem 
proper not inconsistent with the city ordinances. 

permits. 

Section 12. For excavating streets, fifty cents; for fcc for permit, 
connecting with sewers, fifty cents ; for connecting with 
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sewers where no assessment has been made on the proper- 
ty, fifty cents per foot frontage on South street, but should 
the sewer on South street be rebuilt the parties in interest 
on that street shall be subject to the ordinances and regu- 
lations relating to sewers as may be in force in the city at 
that time, and the amount paid for Connection therewith 
*^ \ sj^s^hall be applied on their assessment for the new sewer. 
>? ^ \ For obstructing the streets temporarily for building or 
other purposes, fifty cents. For building materials in 
"V streets, one dollar. For restoring buildings partly de- 
^ stroyed by fire, one dollar. For erecting new buildings* 
in fire districts, fifty cents. Enlarging or removing build- 
ings, fifty cents. For burial permit (see cemetery ordi- 
nances). For exhibitions (see amusement ordinances). 
For removing buildings through streets, permit not to ex- 
tend beyond three days, five dollars. For permit for sell- 
ing merchandise, meats or produce at station or depot, 
per day, five dollars. 
Officers issuing Provided further y That all persons issuing permits report 
to^kSoJ^:^ to the clerk at least once a month, who shall keep a record 
thereof, stating to whom permits were granted and the 
amount of money received for each. 

Section 13. Any person engaged in any trade or occu- 
pation or doing any of the things for which a license or 
or permit is required by any of the foregoing sections, who 
shall continue such trade or occupation without first ob- 
taining a permit therefor, shall forfeit and pay a penalty 
of not more than five dollars for each day's violation there- 
of, in addition to the permit or license, to be collectible 
before the mayor as other fines and penalties are now by 
law recoverable. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held nth day 
of May, 1880. 

D. H. FRANTZ, 

President of the Council, 
[seal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk, 
Approved May 18, 1880. 

Thomas Brodrick, Mayor, 
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AN AMENDED ORDINANCE 

RELATIVE TO DISTRICTS, SIGNALS AND COMPANIES OF 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of 
WilkeS'Barre in City Council assembled^ as follows: 

Section i. That the city be divided into seven fire dis- Fire districts, 
tricts, as follows, viz : 

The First district shall comprise the territory within the 
first and second wards. , 

The Second district shall comprise the territory within 
the fourth and fifth wards. 

The Third district shall comprise the territory within 
the third, sixth and ninth wards. 

The Fourth district shall comprise the territory within 
the seventh and eighth wards. 

The Fifth district shall comprise the territory within 
the- tenth and twelfth wards. 

The Sixth district, shall comprise the territory within 
the eleventh and thirteenth wards. 

The Seventh district shall comprise the territory within 
the fourteenth and fifteenth wards. 

SIGNALS. 



Paragraph 21. The signals shall be as follows, to wit : 

First District — One tap of the bell continuously, paus- 
ing between each tap. Companies numbers two, three 
and eight shall respond to this signal. 

Second District — Two taps of the bell, pausing between 
each two. Companies numbers one and two shall respond 
to this signal. 

Third District — ^Three taps of the bell, pausing between 
each three. Companies numbers one, two and six shall 
respond to this signal. 

Foufth District — Four taps of the bell, pausing between 
each four. Companies numbers one and two shall respond 
to this signal. 



Signals. 
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Fifth District — Five taps of the bell, pausing between 
each five. Companies numbers one, four and seven shall 
respond to this signal. 

Sixth District — Six taps of the bell, pausing between 
each six. Companies numbers one, four and seven shall 
respond to this signal. 

Seventh District — Seven taps of the bell, pausing be- 
tween each seven. Companies one and seven shall re- 
spond to this feigrlal. 

Company number five shall run in all districts except 
the first and seventh ; when wanted in those districts, to 
be called by the officer in charge. 

In case the force in the district where the fire is located 
should not be able to extinguish the fire, then the alarm 
for the district from which help is required shall be rung. 

That all ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting 
herewith be arid the same are hereby repealed. 

Passed at a meeting of the City Council held the lith 
day of May, 1880. 

b. h. FRANtZ, 
President of the Council, 
[seal] Attest the seal of the city. 

S. O. Jones, City Clerk. 

Approved May 14, 1880. 

Thomas Brodrick, Mayor. 

[For original ordinance see title " Fire," page 22.] 
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BLANK LEAVES 

FOR ORDINANCES AND AMENDMENTS. 
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CONSTITUTION 



ARTICLE VII. 

Section i. Senators and Representatives, and all ju- 
dicial, State, and county officers, shall, before entering on 
the duties of their respective offices, take and subscribe the 
following oath or affirmation : 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, 
obey and defend the Constitution of the United States, 
and the Constitution of this Commonwealth, and that I 
will discharge the duties of my office with fidelity ; that I 
have not paid or contributed, or promised to pay or con- 
tribute, either directly or indirectly, any money or other 
valuable thing, to procure my nomination or election, (or 
appointment), except for necessary and proper expenses 
expressly authorized by law ; that I have not knowingly 
violated any election law of this Commonwealth, or pro- 
cured it to be done by others in my behalf ; that I will not 
knowingly receive, directly or indirectly, any moneys or 
other valuable thing for the performance or non-perform- 
ance of any act or duty pertaining to my office, other than 
the compensation allowed by law," 

The foregoing oath shall be administered by some per- 
son authorized to administer oaths, and in the case of State 
officers and judges of the Supreme Court, shall be filed in 
the office joi the Secretary of the Commonwealth, and in 
the case of other judicial and county officers, in the office 
of the prothonotary of the county in which the same is 
taken ; any person refusing to take said oath or affirma- 



tion shall forfeit his office, and any person who shall be 
convicted of having sworn or affirmed falsely, or of having 
violated said oath or affirmation, shall be guilty of perjury, 
and be forever disqualified from holding any office of trust 
or profit within this Commonwealth. The oath to the 
members of the Senate and House of Representatives 
shall be administered by one of the judges of the Supreme 
Court or of a court of common pleas, learned in the law, 
in the hall of the House to which the members shall be 
elected. 

ARTICLE Vni. 

Section 3. All elections (ot city, ward, borough and 
township officers, for regular terms of service, shall be held 
on the third Tuesday of February. 

Section ii. Townships, and wards of cities or boroughs^ 
shall form or be divided into election districts of compact 
and contiguous territory, in such manner as the court of 
quarter sessions of the city or county in which the same 
are located may direct ; but districts in cities of over one 
hundred thousand inhabitants shall be divided by the 
courtsof quarter sessions having^ jurisdiction therein when- 
ever at the next preceding election more than two hun- 
dred and fifty votes shall have been polled therein ; and 
other election districts whenever the court of the proper 
county shall be of opinion that the convenience of the 
electors and the public interests will be promoted thereby. 

Section 16. The-courts of common pleas of the several 
counties of the Commonwealth shall have power, within 
their respective jurisdictions, to appoint overseers of elec- 
tion to supervise the proceedings of election officers and 
to make report to the court as may be required ; such ap- 
pointments to be made for any district in a city or county 
upon petition of five citizens, lawful voters of such elec- 
tion district, setting forth that such appointment is a rea- 
sonable precaution to secure the purity and fairness of 
elections ; overseers shall be two in number for an election 
district, shall be residents therein, and shall be persons 



qualified to serve upon election boards, and in each case 
members of different political parties ; whenever the mem- 
bers of any election board shall differ in opinion, the over- 
seers, if they shall be; agreed thereon shall decide the ques- 
tion of difference ; in appointing overseers of election all 
the law judges pf the proper court, able to act at the timcj 
shall concur in the appointments made. 

ARTICLE IX. . 

Section 8. The debt of any county, city, borough, 
township, school district or other municipality or incorpo- 
rated district) except as herein provided, shall never ex- 
ceed seven per centum upon the assessed value of the tax- 
able property therein, nor shall any such municipality or 
district incur any new debt, or increase its indebtedness 
to an amount exceeding two per centum upon such as- 
sessed valuation of property, without the assent of the 
electors thereof at a public election in such manner as 
shall be jJrovided by law ; but any city, the debt of which 
now exceeds seven per centum of such assessed valuation, 
may be authorized by law to increase the same three per 
centum in the aggregate, at any one time, upon such val- 
uation. 

Section id. Any county, township, school district or 
other municipality incurring any indebtedness shall, at or 
before the time of so doing, provide for the collection of 
an annual tax sufficient to pay the interest and also the 
principal thereof within thirty years. 

ARTICLE XV. 

Section 2. No debt shall be contracted or liability in- 
curred by any municipal commission, except in pursuance 
of an appropriation previously made therefor by the muni- 
cipal government. 

Section 3. Every city shall create a sinking fund, 
which shall be inviolably pledged for the payment of its 
funded debt. 



ARTICLE XVI. 

> ■ . 

Section 8. Municipal and other corporations and indi- 
viduals invested with the privilege of taking private pro- 
perty for public use shall make just compensation for pro- 
perty taken, injured or destroyed by the construction or 
enlargement of their works, highways or improvements, 
which compensation shall be paid or secured before such 
taking, injury or destruction. The General Assembly is 
hereby prohibited from depriving any person of an appeal 
from any preliminary assessment of damages against any 
such corporations or individuals made by viewers or other- 
wise ; and the amount of such damages in aH cases of ap- 
peal shall on the demand of either party be determined by 
d. jury according to the course of the common law. 

SCHEDULE. 

Section 2. AH laws in force in this Commonwealth at 
the time of the adoption of this Constitution not incon- 
sistent therewith, and all rights, actions, prosecutions and 
contracts shall continue as if this Constitution had not 
been adopted. 

Section 26. All persons in office in this Commonwealth 
at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, and at 
the first election tinder it, shall hold their respective offices 
until the term for which they have been elected or ap- 
pointed shall expire, and until their successors shall be 
duly qualified, unless otherwise provided in this Constitu- 
tion. 



5 



8 



STANDING RULES 



OF THE 



COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILKES-BARRE, PA. 

ADOPTED I9TH NOVEMBER, 1 879. 



RULE I. 

The president, or in his absence, a member chosen to president to 
preside during the meeting, shall take the chair at the^'**'*^*' 
hour to which council shall have been adjourned, or as 
soon as a majority of the members appear, and after that, Membe«notto 
no member shall depart without leave from the president, le^e. 

He shall preserve order and decorum, and in debate Preserve order, 
shall prevent personal reflection, and confine members to 
the question under consideration. 

He shall be the judge of order, and his decision shall judge of order. 
be immediately submitted to, unless two members require 
an appeal to council, which shall be decided without de- 
bate. 

He shall vote last on all questions, but take no part in 
debate without leave of council. 

He shall appoint all committees, unless it be otherwise Appoint com. 
ordered by council. 

He shall call special meetings of council, whenever in caii special 
his opmion public busmess may require it, or on the re- 
quest of five members ; but w];ien meetings shall be so 
called he shall direct the clerk to insert in the notices to 
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the members the import of the business on which they are 
to convene. 

He shall have the general direction of the council cham- 
ber. 
Member to per- He may name a member to perform the duties of the 
^^ duties ^j^^j^^ ^^^ such substitution shall not extend beyond an 
adjournment. 

RULE II. 

Clerk. The clerk shall, when the president takes the chair, call 

Call the rgii. over the names of the members in alphabetical order, set- 
ting down the names of all the members present, in the 
journal. 
Keepajoumai. ^^ ^hall keep a journal of all the transactions of council 

with an index to the same. 

Give notice of ^c shall givc Written or printed notices of the regular 

meetings. meetings of council at least three days previous to the 

time of meeting, and in the absence of the president, call 

meetings.^**^** special meetings upon the written request of five members. 

Furnish chair- He shall fumish the chairman of each committee with 

feff*^. * " a copy of the resolution under which they were appointed, 

and all papers and documents connected with the subject 

referred. 

RULE in. 

Eleven mem- Eleven members shall form a quorum to do business, 
ra a quorum |^^^ ^^ ordinance shall be passed the third and final read- 
ing, unless the votes given in its favor shall be a majority 
of all the members elected to the council. 

RULE IV. 

No quorum. If 2L quorum of members do not attend within half an 
hour after the time appointed for the meeting, the mem- 
bers present may adjourn, the clerk inserting their names 
neS'*^**^ °^ "**"in the journal ; but if a quorum attend the order of busi- 
ness shall be as follows : 
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First — The journal of last meeting shall be read, and if Read journal. 
necessary, corrected as to matter of mistakes and form. 

Second — Petitions and other communications to council Petitions, etc. 
may be presented and acted upon or referred. 

Third — Reports of committees may be made — Report*. 

1st, From city officers. 

2d. From standing committees in their order. 
3d, From select committees. 
/v?«rM-^Bills may be read in place by members and BiUs. 
passed or referred to appropriate committees. 

Fifth — Original resolutions may be offered and dis- Resolutions. 
posed of. 

Sixth — Unfinished business. 

RULE -v. 

■t . ■ • ■ • ■' 

When the foregoing order of business is interrupted by order of busi- 
an adjournment, the business at the next meeting shall ******°'*""^' 
commence at the point where it was interrupted, immedi- 
ately after the presentation of petitions. 

RULE VL 

Members speaking shall address the president and when Members toad- 
presenting a paper shall first state its import. t^. ^"^ ^^^' 

Members shall not speak more than twice, nor longer Not to speak 
than five minutes at a time, on any question, without unan-"T' ^*^ 
imous permission of council, nor be interrupted when interrupt© 
speaking, except by a call to order by the president, or^ "*^^ **" 
by a member through the president, by a member to ex- 
plain, or by a call for the previous question. 

RULE VIL 

When a motion is made and seconded, it shall, before Motions, 
debate, be stated by the president. 

Every motion shall be reduced to writing if the presi- Reduced town, 
dent or any member requires it ; but a motion may be '*'** 
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May be with- Withdrawn by the member making it, before amendment, 

drawn. j • . 

postponement or decision. 

RULE VIII. 

Motions. Every motion shall be entered on the journal, together 

on^thc^u*^S*^ with the name of the member making it, unless it should 
be subsequently withdrawn. 

RULE IX. 

No motion re- When s. question IS under consideration no motion shall 
^^^* b6 received, except for adjournment, for the previous ques- 

tion, to lie on the table, for postponement, for commit- 
ment, or for amendment. These questions shall have 

prderencc. preference in the order in which they are herein named, 
and the first three shall be decided without debate. 

RULE X. 

Previous que»- The motion for the previous question, postponement or 
Tess than four Commitment, shall preclude amendment or debate on the 
movi?". "^ ^ original subject. The previous question shall not be moved 
by less than four members. 

RULE XL 

Call for previ- When a call for the previous question has been made 
ott^^es on BUS. ^^ ^ sustained, the question shall be upon pending amend- 
ments and the main question, in their regular order ; and 
Questions of or- all incidental questions of order, arising after a motion for 
^' the previous question has been made, and pending such 

Decided with- motion, shall be decided, whether on appeal or otherwise, 

out debate. . « • , 

Without debate. 

RULE XIL 

Yea5 and nays. On a Call of yeas and nays, the clerk shall read the 
names of the members after they have voted, and no 
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member shall be permitted to change his vote, unless he change rot% 
does it before the result is announced by the president. 

RULE XIII. 

No amendment which tends to destroy the general Amendmeots. 
sense of any motion shall be admitted, nor shall a mo- 
tion or proposition different from that under considera- 
tion, be admitted as an amendment. 

RULE XIV, 



A motion to proceed to the consideration of a bill or Motion to prt>. 
other subject, shall be decided without debate or amend- Wc 
ment. 



RULE XV. 

A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, except Toadjoum. 
that it cannot be received when the council is voting on 
another question, nor while a member is addressing the 
chair. 

RULE XVL 

Any member may require the division of any question pivuionofques- 
when the sense will admit. **°°* 

RULE XVIL 

A motion to reconsider any former resolution or vote Motion to re. 
can only be made or seconded by a member who then "*"* *'* 
voted with the prevailing side ; nor unless made at or be- 
fore the next regular meeting after the decision. 

A motion to reconsider shall take precedence of all shaii take pre- 
other questions, except a motion to adjourn. And on *****"^* 
such a question a member shall speak but once. 
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RULE XVIII. 

Excused from Evcry member who shall be present when a question is 
''°"'**^' put, shall vote on the same, unless personally interested, 

or excused by the council at the time the question is about 
to be put. 

RULE XIX. 

Filling blanks. On filling blanks the question shall first be taken on 
the largest sum, greatest number and most distant day. 

RULE XX. 

Bills introduced Bills shall be introduced by message fi-om the mayor, 
by a member in his place, or by committee of council. 

Three readings Every bill in the nature of an ordinance shall receive 
three several readings. 

Lie on the table Qn the first reading of a bill it shall, as a matter of 
course, lie on the table until the next regular meeting. 

Second reading On the second reading it shall be considered by sections 
or paragraphs, beginning with the enacting clause and go- 
ing through to the end, after which the preamble and title 
shall be decided on. 
Majoritypresent A majority of the members present shall be sufficient to 

suoQCient to pass. ' ^ ^ -^ 

pass any ordinance through first and second reading, and 
the yeas and nays shall not be called unless required by 
two members. 

Third reading. The third reading may be by its title, the preiSident an- 
nouncing the question to be on the final passage of the 

Yeas and nays, bill, and the vote shall be taken by yeas and nays and the 
names of the persons voting for and against the same shall 

M^ority elect- be entered on the journal ; and a majority of the members 

ed to pass finally. 

elected to the council shall be recorded as voting in favor 
of the ordinance, otherwise it shall not pass finally. 
Rule suspended But no bill shall be read a third time and finally passed 
in the same meeting in which it originated or was re- 
ceived, unless this rule be specially suspended for that 
purpose. 

# 
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RULE XXI. 

No bill shall be amended on third reading, except by Amendment on 

third reading. 

the vote of two-thirds of the members present. " 

RULE XXII. 

The files of the council may be inspected by the mem- Files of eouncu 
bers, but no paper shall be withdrawn therefrom without be^2ES^from. ^ 
the consent of the council first had and obtained. 

RULE XXIIL 

In all cases of special meetings, no other business than special meetings 
that for which the meeting is called shall be taken up, ex- 
cept by a two-thirds vote of the members present. 

RULE XXIV. 

The stated meetings of the council shall commence at statedmeeungs 
seven o'clock p. m. on the days fixed for the same, and 
shall terminate at ten o'clock p. m., unless sooner ad- 
journed by motion. 

RULE XXV. 

No rule of council shall be altered, dispensed with or Rules suspend- 
suspended, but by consent of two-thirds of the members ' 
present. 

RULE XXVI. 

Each and every standing committee of the council shall standing com- 
hold at least one stated meeting in each month, and as ™*"®**- 
much oftener as may be deemed advisable ; Provided^ That 
at the first regular meeting after the adoption^of these 
rules, and annually thereafter, at the first regular meeting 
after the appointment of standing committees by the pre- Fix day and 
sident, each committee shall fix the day and hour for its °"'° ""^ *"^* 
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Stated meetings during the entire year. Every member 
of a committee shall attend the call of a chairman, who 
shall be the first named on the committee.* When the 
committees shall be called over for reports, the chairman, 

wh^^^SmSltteS ^^ ^" ^^^ absence, any member of the committee shall, if 
haveiK)treportcdj.gqyifg(j^ assign the reason why the committee have not 
in writing. reported. All reports shall be in writing and signed by 
all the members agreeing thereto. 

All reports by committees shall be in writing ; Provided^ 
That the minority of a committee may make report in 
writing, setting forth the reasons of their dissent. 

RULE XXVII. 

These rules shall be the rules of the present and suc- 
ceeding councils until otherwise ordered. 

RULE XXVIII. 

cushing'sMan- Cushing*s Manual of Parliamentary Law shall govern 
coundi/**^*''^" the council in all cases to which it is applicable and in 
which it is not inconsistent with the standing rules and 
orders of council. 
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ACTS OP COUNCIL 

To be valid If passed by majority present, 6 

Bespecting Borongh of Wilkes-Barre, to be in force as to city, 7 

ALBBBMBN 

When and how chosen, .. 9 

Commissioned as Justices of the Peace, 9 

Justices of the Peace to act as, until commissions expire, 10 

ALLBY8 

*Mayor and Council to regulate, .., 11 

ANIMALS 

Regulations to be made to prohibit running at large, 13 

Seizure and sale of, for benefit of city, 12 

Killing of dogs running at large authorized, 12 

Regulations to be made prohibiting keeping of hogs in city limits, 18 

Mayor and Council to collect tax on dogs and bitches, 14 

ANKBXATION 

Of a^acent territory to city, 9 

APPBALS 

From judgment rendered by Mayor, AldermMi, etc., ^ 

APPOINTMBNT 

Of Yiewers by Court of Quarter Sessions, 9, 18 

Of Coundlmen 4, 21 

Of Assessors and assistants, 10, 17 

Of Receiver ol Taxes, ' 16 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Of money for fire engines. Mayor and Council may, 13 

Annual, in any ward not to exceed the amount of taxation therein, ex- 
cept for dty buildings, sewer mains and bridges, 14, 19 

For Interest accruing on city bonds, to be only so used, 20 

ASSESS HBNTS 

To be returned to County Commissioners, 10 

ASSESSORS 

When and how appointed— term and duties of, 10, 17 

ASSISTANT ASSESSORS 

When and how appointed— term and duties of, 10 

AUDITORS 

When and how chosen- term of office of, 4 

Annual reports of to be published, 11 
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BILLS (See Ordinances) 
BONDS 

Of City Treasurer, 5 

Of Receiver of Taxes, 17 

Mayor and Council may issue for $100,000, bearing 8 per cent., 14 

** " '" *' " " 150,000, " " *' '. 19 

** ** ^* may appropriate annually to meet interest on, 30 

BOROUGH OF WILKE8-BARRB 

Acts of, to continue in force as to city, 7 

Ordinances of, must be published and recorded to continue in force, — 7 

Property, claims, judgments, debts, &c., vested in city, 8 

BOUNDARIES OP CITY 

Description of, 1 

May be extended, 9 

Wards, description of, 1,2,3,80 

BUILDINGS 

Regulations to be made respecting foundations and party walls of, 12 

Mayor and Council may borrow money to erect for city, 14 

BURIALS 

Regulations niay be prescribed for depth of graves, IS 

BY-LAWS 

Of Council to be valid if passed by a majority, ' 6 

CATTLE (See Animals) 

CESSPOOL 

R^ulations may be made respecting, 12 

CITY 

Territorial limits of, : 1 

Incorporate name of, 1 

Wards and boundaries of, ..1, 9, 3, 20 

Election of officers for, 7, 9, 15, 31 

Legislative powers of. 6 

Property of, how vested, 8 

How limits of may be extended, 9 

CITY TREASURER 

When and how chosen— term of office of, 6 

Must give bond, 6 

CITIZENS 

May attend meetings of Council, 6 

CLERK OF COUNCIL 

When and how chosen— duties of, 7 

COAL 

Mayor and Council to regulate measurement and inspection of, 12 

COMPENSATION 

Of all officers required by charter to be fixed by Council, 10 

■ Of Mayor, 8 

Of Receiver of Taxes, 16 

CONSTABLES 

Mayor to issue executions to for collection of judgments, 8 

To be liable on judgments as If in trover or trespass, 8 

When and how chosen, 10 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

For opening streets— how assessed and paid, 18 

CONTRACTS 

Conncilmen not to be a party to, when payable out of city treasury, 11 

CORPORATIONS 

Power of, vested in officers designated in charter, 11 

COPD WOOD 

Mayor and Council to regulate measurement and inspection of, 12 



Ill 



PAfllB. 

COUNCIL 

Vested with legislative powers, 6 

To elect annnally one to preside, 6 

Qaoram of, to consist of a majority, 6 

Votes of, upon ordlpances to be by yeas and nays, 9 

Two-thirds of, can pass bill over objections of Mayor, 8 

To appoint police annually, 6 

Mast hold meetings at least once each month, 6 

May provide for panishment of citizens who -disturb order of meetings, T 

Power to fix compensation of all officers In charter, 10 

COUNCILMBN 

When and how chosen, 4, 31 

Qualifications and term of office of; 4, 11 

To be allowed no compensation, 4 

Not to be party to contract payable oat of city treasary, 11 

COUNCILMBN AT LARQB 

President Judge of Common Pleas to appoint, 4 

How elected In case of vacancy or expiration of term, 31 

Districts from which elected, how constituted, 31 

COUNTY OOMMlSSIONifiBS 

Assessments to be returned to, » 1^ 

COUNTY OF LUZERNE 

Cost of work done before premises of, collectible, 19 

COURT OP COMMON PLEAS 

President Judge of, to appoint six Councilmen, 4, 31 

** '* ** to approve bond of Treasurer, 6 

'* *' '^ to appoint one Assessor and two assistants, 10 

" i* .» iQ appoint Receiver of Taxes, , . . 16 

*' ** *^ to appoint one Assessor for each ward, 17 

" '''■ ^^ to be petitioned for viewers before opening streets, . 9 

COURT OP QUARTER SESSIONS 

To make removal A*om office part of sentence for misdemeanor, 11 

Certified copy of resolution changing polling place to be filed with the 

clerk of. forty days prior to election,... 20 

COURTS 

Mayor and Council to regulate, ^ . . . 12 

OULVERTS 

Mayor and Council to regulate, 13 

CURB LINES 

Mayor and Council may prescribe fees for officers to regulate, ». . 14 

DAMAGES 

FoTjstv^t nnjh|jg, }uf9r assesBisd aud^aid, .^ 18 

DOQS^rSee^TifilMs^ ^-d^>>c.^6^6SC^ -^..^^■-^=^-'^.^S'''^^^^^z^-- j^ 
' DRAINS 

Mayor and Council to regulate, 13 

ELECTIONS 

Qualification of voters 3 

When to be held, 4 

Of Auditors, 4 

Of Councilmen, 4, 31 

Of High Constable, 4 

Of Mayor, 4 

OfPolice, 6 

Of President of Council, » 6 

Of City Treasurer, 6 

Of Clerk of Council, 7 

Of Aldermen, 9 

Of Judges of Election, 10 
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ELEcnoifs C^y^'tjey/4>XJ^ 

Of Inspectors of Bfection, V. 10 

Of Conetables, 10 

Of School Directors, 15 

Places for holding, 5, SO 

Begnlatlon and government of, 5 

Mayor and Council may change places for holding, how, . . 90 

Resolution to change polling place mast be filed with Clerk of Coart and 

Sheriff; * ; 80 

BXUIBITIONS 

Mayor and Council may regulate and prohibit, IS 

F5ES 

To be prescribed for ofAcers in adjustment of grades, curb lines, party 
walls, Ac, : 14 

Of Mayor, 8 

FENCES 

Mayor and Council may prescribe fees for officers to regulate, 14 

FINES AND PENALTIES 

Mayor and Council can impose and remit, 14 

FIRES 

Mayor and Council may make regulations for management of, 13 

B9REWORES 

And inflammable and dangerous articles subject to regulations, 13 

FOOT WALKS 

Mayor and Council to regulate, IS 

OEESB 

Mayer and Council may prohibit running at large of, IS 

GRADES 

Mayor and Council may prescribe fees for officers to regulate, 14 

GUTTERS 

Mayor and Council may regulate, IS 

HAWKING 

Mayor and Council may regulate, 13 

HAY 

Mayor and Council to regulate measurement and inspection of, IS 

HflALTH 

Regulations may be made to promote, 13 

HIGH CONSTABLE 

When and how chosen— term of office of 4 

HORSES (See Animals.) 
INSPECTORS 

Of elections, when and how chosen 10 

Of wood, coal, hay, Ac, sold in the city, IS 

measures and scales, : 18 

On bonds " '^ '^ 

JUDGMENT 

How obtained for claims, 8 

JUSTICE OP THE PEACE 

To act as alderman until commissions expire, 10 

LANDS 

Of any person to be entered upon for purposes authorized, 12 

LANES 

Mayor and Council to regulate, ^ 12 

LICENSES * 

To be regulated for all places of business )r amusement, 19 

LOCr-UP HOUSE 

Mayor and Council to provide or erect 14 

No person to be confined in longer than forty-eight hours, 14 



M/LJORITT 

Of Council to eonetitnte a qnornm, 6 

HAKUKB, COMPOST, fto. 

Regolations to be made relative to accamnlations of, 18 

MARKETS 

Mayor and Council to regulate, 19 

MAYOR 

When and how chosen— term of office and qualiflcations of. 4 

May approve or object to ordinances, 6 

Objections of, to be entered upon minutes of Council, 6 

Must return bills objected to at next stated meeting, 6 

Must keep ordinance book and record ordinances, 7 

Jurisdiction and duty of, '. . . . 7, 10 

' To issue execution to Constables for collection of Judgments, 8 

Fees of, to be same as Justices of the Peace, 8 

To have powers which belonged to Burgess of borough, 8 

MEBTINGS 

01 Council must be at least once each month, 8 

Names of members present at, must be recorded, 7 

Citizens may attend 7 

MISDBMBANOB, 

In office defined— how punishable, 11 

MOUNTEBANKS (See Exhibitions.) 
^OTICES 

To be given by viewers by posting on premises before viewing, « 9 

NTJI8ANCBS 

Mayor and Council may remove and prohibit, 18 

Manufkctures, trades, arts, &c., noxious to inhabitants, 18 

Exposure of fireworks and inflammable and dangerous articles 18 

OATHS 

rf viewers, 9 > 

Of all officers of dry, must be subset Ibed to, 11 -«!>0 

OBSTRUCTIONS 

In highways. Mayor and Council may remove and prohibit, 18 

OFFICERS 

Compensation of, to be fixed by Council, 10 

Of profit under Charter not competent to serve as Councilmen, 11 

Misdemeanar in office of, how punishable, 11 

Must subscribe to oath before entering upon duties, 11 

Mayor and Council can appoint, pay, remove and prescribe duties of, ... 14 

Mayor and Council may prescribe fees for, in adjustment of grades, Ac, 14 
ORDINANCES 

How passed to be valid, , 6 

When passed, must be presented to l^ayor within three days, 6 

When objected to bv Mayor, must be returned before next meeting, ... 6 

Shall provide for one meeting of Council each month, tt 

May provide for punishment of disorderly citizens who disturb sessions 

of Council, 7 

Must be signed by Mayor, President and Clerk, 7 

Must be published in one or more newspapers and recorded within thir- 

tydays, 7 

. Of borough must be published and recorded to continue In effect, 7. 

Not to be Inconsistent with laws of Commonwealth, 11 

Mayor and Council may provide officers to enforce, . . 14 

ORDINANCE BOOK 

To be kept by Mayor, open for public Inspection without charge, 7 

To be sufficient evidence of their validity, 7 

PARTITIONS 

Mayor and Cotmcil may prescribe fees for officers to regulate, 14 
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PATBinON FBNCES 

Regalatione may be made respecting, IS 

PARTY WALLS 

Mayor and Cooncil may prescribe fees for officers to regulate, H 

PAVEMENT OP STREETS 

Gutters, and sidewalks by owners of lots fronting thereon, ^ 12 

Cost of, with penalty, to be collected npon fiailare to, 19 

Mayor and Council to regolate, 18 

PEDDLING 

Mayor and Coancil to regnlate, 1% 

PENALTIES 

To be collected for work done apon defiiolt of property owners, 19 

PLATS (See Exhibitions.) 

POLICE 

When and how appointed by Coancil, 6 

PRESIDENT OP COUNCIL 

When and how chosen, 6 

To vote as other members, • 6 

PROPERTY OP CITY 

How vested, , 8 

RECEIVER OP TAXES 

When and how appointed— term and daties of, 16 

Office of, where to be situate, 16, 21 

Commissions of not to exceed 9^ per cent, 16 

Must pay over on Saturday of each week, 16 

Must give bond in sum of $100,C<X), 17 

Shall deduct five per cent, upon all taxes paid before August 1, 17 

Shall add interest from iSeptember 1st on unpaid taxec , 17 

Must settle duplicates on or before January 1, 17 

ROADS 

Mayor and Council to regulate IS 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

Three independent, how constituted and controlled, 15, 16 

SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

When aud how chosen, 15 

SEWERS 

Mayor and Council may lay out, survey, enact and ordain, 11 

Construction of, required of owners of property fronting along, 19 

Cost of, with penalty, can be collected npon default of property owners, 19 

SHEEP (See Animals.) 

SHERIFF 

Of Luzerne county, certified copy of resolution changing polling place 
to be filed within forty days prior to election, 90 

SHOWS (See Exhibitions.) 
SIDEWALKS 

Regulations may be prescribed, 19 

SINKS 

Regulations to be made respecting 19 

STATEMENTS 

Of'r^elDts and^xpendityresytfitd debt tp be pnblieh^d, when, .^. • . • 11 V.tc." 

Proceedings before opening, .^. 9,18 

Mayor and Council have power to lay out, survey, enact, Ac, 11 

Mayor and Council have power to gutter, sidewalk, pave, widen and pre- , 

vent obstructions to 19 

Damages and contributions for opening of, how to be collected and paid 18 
SWINE (See Animals.) 
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TAX FOR CITY PURPOSES 

Mayor and Coancil may levy on coanty valnation, what, 14, 19 

Mayor and Coancil may levy on doge and bitches, , . . 14 

Subject to live per cent deduction if paid prior to Aagnst 1, 17 

Subject to interest if unpaid after September 1, 17 

TAX (STATE) 

City bonds not exempt fh)m, 15, 90 

TREASURER (See City Treasurer.) 

VACANCIES 

Of Assessors, how filled, 10 

Of Councilmen at Large, how filled, 4, 91 

VAULTS 

Regulations may be made respecting, 19 

VIEWERS 

Five to be appointed before streets, &c„ are opened and vacated, 9 

Duties of, 9, IS 

VOTERS 

Qaaliflcartions of, for city elections , 8, 4 

VOTES 

Upon ordinances to be by yeas and nays and entered on journal, 6 

For City Treasurer to be viva voce, 6 

WARDS 

Boundaries of described, 1, 9, 8,90,91 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

Mayorand Council to regulate annually, 18 
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ACTS 

Respecting Borongb of W ilkes-Barre, to be in force as to city, 22, 28 

ALLBYS 

Plan to be kept by the Clerk for pnblic inspection, 28 

Dae and personal notice to be given of any proposition to fix or change 28 

To designate place where persons interested shall be heard concerning, . . 24 
Persons aggrieved by laying ont, etc., to complain to Court '^f Qnarter 

Sessions, 26 

Not to be opened for pnblic use antil damages are liquidated, 26 

Grading, paving or macadamizing of, at expense of properties, 81 

ANNEXATION 

Of territory to borongh ordained, 8tt 

APPEALS 

From taxes, time and place of hearing to be appointed 24 

APPOINTMENT 

Of Viewers by Coart of Qnarter Sessions, 26, 82 

Of High Constable, 41 

Of Chief of Police 80 

Of Tmstees of Proprietors' Fond of Townships, 44 

Of commissioners to locate roads, 48,^,60 

ASSESS HENTS 

Of taxes, appeal f om to be holden by corporate officers, 24 

For damages and contribution to be collected a?* other debts, 26, 23 

AUDITORS 

When and how chosen— term of office of, 81 

Annual reports of to be published, 24, 82 

Compensation of, 82 

BONDS 

Of High Constable, 24 

May be issued for $10,000 in payment for stock in Gas Company, 89 

May be issued for $20,000 towards cost of Court House, 89 

Powertolevyadditionaltaxforpaymentof interest on, 40 

May be issued for $20,000 for purchase of cemetery grounds, 42 

BOROUGH OF WILEBS-BARRB 

Acts of, to continue in force as to city, 22, 28 

Made subject to Act of 8d April, 1861, 22 

Boundaries of described, 84,86.86 

Survey and map of boundary lines to be recorded, 84 
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BUILDINGS 

Mayor and Conncil may prohil>it construction, enlargement, &c., of 

wooden, 87 

Conncil or Committee to direct, &c., location and character of, 87 

y^ Portion of old grave ya> d reserved for city, 47 

/ Portion ^old grave yard rea^rved4or Warning Historical Society^ ... 47 

/cEMETBttYC/^^Ci^<^ crfAciu^A cVcrcofarii^i/t^yyi^/urtk^ - 

Twenty-five acre» may be piirchaBed for. by issue of bond^. 

May be purchased for townships of Plains and Wilkes-Barre, 48 

Conveyance of four acres of to township trustees, 44 

Removal of all bodies ftom old grave yard required in two years, 46 

CKNTBAL POOR DISTRICT 

Acts relating to, .... — 64 

CHIEF OF POLICE 

When and how chosen, 80 

To name subordinates to council for their approval or rejection 30 

May make arrests without warrant for violations of ordinances or laws, 30 

CITY 

Election of officers for, 30, 31 

To have succession by corporate name perpetually, 23 

To sue and be sued, to complain and defend, 23 

To hold, purchase and convey real and personal estate, 23 

Not to take private property without compensation or consent of owner, 25 

CITY TREASURER 

Account of, t; be published annually,.. 24 

Must deliver all money, bookf> and papers to snccessor, 24 

CITIZENS 

Subservient to ordinances under penalties to be prescribed, 80 

CLERK OP COUNCIL 

To keep for public inspection draft or plan of streets, &c., laid out, 23 

Proof of^fiotice service to be filed with 24 

When affidavit of, to be conclusive evidence, 29 

COMMISSIONERS 

To relocate road from Hanover street southerly to Canal bridge, 48 

To relocate Careytown road, 49 

To locate Park avenue, > 60 

To locate South Main street ftom borough line southerly to Canal bridge 48 

COMPENSATION 

To be paid Chief of Police and subordinate policemen, 30 

Of Auditors 82 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

For opening streets— how assessed and paid,. 35 

To be collected with interest and costs, as other debts due the borough 32 
Copy of assessment for, may be entered on record of Court of Common 

Pleas, 82 

CONTRACTS 

For release and conveyance of public lots of township in corporate limits 45 

With Wilkes-Barre Gas Company, 62 

*' " Water Company, 63 

*' Crystal Spring " " 53 

CORPORATIONS 

Powers of, subject to certain provisions, 26 

To pay damages in excess of contributions for opening streets, 26 

COUNCIL 

Power to fix compensation of Chief of police and subordinate policemen 80 

COUNTY COMMISSI* >NERS 

May erect Court House in centre of Public Square, 40 

COUNTY OF LUZERc^E 

Imprisonment in jail of, for violation of ordinances 80 
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COURT HOUSE 

Cooncil anthorized to eabecribe towards erection of, 89 

May be erected in or near centre of Public Square 40 

COURT OF COMMON PLBAS 

Copy of asset-pment for contribution may be placed on records of, 32 

To direct investment of surplus cemetery flinds, 47 

COURT OF QUARTER SESSIONS 

Extends to borough provisions of Act of 3d April, 1851, 23 

Clerk of. to furni(*h copy of viewers' reports upon request of Council, . . 32 

Complaint to be made to, for grievance from acts of borough, 25 

To appoint Trustees and Treasurer of Proprietors' Fund, 44 

COURTS 

Due and personal notice of to be given of any proposition to fix or change 28 

Place where persona interested can be heard, to be designated, 28 

Plan of to be kept by Clerk for public inspection, 23 

Persons aggrieved by laying out of, to complain to Court of Quarter 

Sessions, 25 

Grading, paving or macadamizing of, at expense of properties 81 

CRYSTAL SPRING WATER COMPANY 

Incorporated, .. 53 

DAMAGES 

To draw interest from date of adjudication, 25 

For street opening, how assessed and paid 27 

Not to be assessed for improvements made within lineiS after street is 

ordained to be laid out, 26 

Beyond contributions, to be paid by the corporation, 26 

DRAINS 

Grade, character and kind of, by whom and in what time to be construct- 
ed or repaired, to be prescribed by ordinance with penalties, 28 

Cost of, with penalties for constructing, &c., after default of owners may 

be recoverejL how. ... y. 28 

"''"Ta^l/^^^:^^^.^^^^ « 

Of Chief of Police 30 

For disposition to be made of old grave yard, 46 

FEES 

Of policemen for arrests made, to be prescribed, 30 

FINES AND PENALTIES 

Payment of may be enforced by imprisonment, 80 

For obstructing street crossings with locomotives, &c., 51 

GRIEVANCE 

In conse(;[uence of any ordinance, &c., how complain^ of, 25 

HIGH CONSTABLE 

Must give bond, 24 

To have power and authority of township constables in county, 24, 40 

Must serve notices required by Act of 3d April, 1851, 24 

Affidavit of to be conclusive evidence, when 29 

How vacancy to be filled in case of neglect or ref\isal to serve, 41 

How liable for neglect oNluty, 41 

INTEREST 

On bonds to be provided for, 40 

JUDGMENT 

How obtained for claims 28,82 

LANES 

Plan of, to be kept by Clerk for public inspection, 23 

Place to be designated where interested persons can be heard concerning 28 

Due and personal notice to be given of any proposition to fix or change, 23 

Persons aggrieved by laying out of, &c., to complain to Court of Quarter 

Sessions, 25 

Not to be opened for public use until damages are liquidated, 25 
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PASS. 

LOCK-UP HOUSE 

No person to be confined in longer than thirty days, 30 

MAYOR 

Charter or By-Laws to desigi^ate ofiScer to act in case of vacancy or in- 
ability 84 

Deemed a public officer in Conrtt« of Commonwealth, 30 

Liable for abase of power as executive officer of Commonwealth, 80 

MUNICIPAL LIENS 

May be filed for costs, &c., of paving, 28, 81 

J.OTICE8 

Dne and personal, to be given, of all orders and regulations affecting par- 
ticular individuals, 23 

High Constable to serve all, required by Act 3d April, 1851 , 84 

Service of to be attested by written affidavit and filed with Secretary, .. . S4 

To be given for construction or repair of sidewalks, ditches, Ac, . 28 

Can be fixed upon premises if so ordained, 29 

Proof of service of, defined, '. 29 

OFFICERS 

To give personal notice of all orders affecting individuals, 23 

Three to be designated to hear appeals fl-om taxes, with power, 84 

OLD GRAVE YARD 

Declared detrimental to health, and an obstructton to improvement, 42 

Further interments in, prohibited when cemetery is provided, 42 

Grounds of, may be improved for public park or square, 42 

Whether to be sold or kept for park to be determined by ballot, 46 

All bodies must be removed from within two years, 45 

Portion of to be reserved for city buildings, 47 

Surplus proceeds of sale to be invested by approval of Court, • 47 

iPDrtion to beneserv^d foriaall fop Wyoming Historical Society 47 

May be enacted to prohibit wooden or part wooden buildings, 87 

May empower Council or committee of, to superintend and direct mate- 
rial, character, thickness of walls, &c., of buildings, 27 

May be enacted to regulate sidewalks, ditches and drains, 28 

May impose penalty of 100 per cent, for neglect or refusal to construct 

sidewalks, ditches or drains after notice, 28 

May be enacted to regulate conduct of citizens or sojourners, 80 

Annexing adjacent territory to borough, 36, 36 

PARTY WALLS 

Thickness of, may be regulated by ordinance, 37 

PAVEMENT OF STREETS 

Gutters, and sidewalks by owners of lots fronting thereon, 28 

Cost of, with penalty, to be collected upon failure to, S8 

PENALTIES 

To be collected for work done upon default of property owners, 28, 31, 83 

Not to exceed 100 per cent, for sidewalks, ditches, streets, courts, al- 
leys, Ac, 28 

Subject to same remedies provided for collection of costs, 83 

For obstructing railroad street crossings with locomotives or cars, 61 

Citizens and sojonmers liable to, for non-compliance with ordinances, . . 80 

POLICE 

When and how appointed by Council, 80, 41 

Chief of, when and how appointed, * 80 

To be named by Chief for Oouncirs approval or rejection, 80 

To be removed at pleasure of Council, 30 

Fees and charges to be prescribed for arrests made, 30 

May arrest without warrant for violations of ordinances or laws, 80 

Liable for abuse of power as executive officers of Commonwealth, 80 
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FAGE. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

Not to be taken by corporation without compene>ation or consent of own- 
ers, 26 

PROPRIETORS OP BOROUGH AND TOWNSHIP OF WILKE8-BARRB 

Incorporated, 42 

Anttiorized to parchase grounds for cemetery, 48 

Trnstees and Treasurer to be appointed by Court of Quarter Sessions, 
when, 44 

• PUBLIC CEMETERY (See Cemetery.) 
PUBLIC COMMON (Sec River Common.) 
RAILROADS 

Wilkes-Barre and Kingston Passenger, 60 

Coalviile Passenger, 60 

Crossings not to be obstructed by locomotives, Ac, 61 

May change eite of any turnpike or public road, how, 51 

RIVER COMMON 

Declared a public common, extent of, 87 

Council authorized to rent part of, 88, 89 

Council authorized to lease to Gas Company part of, 89 

ROADS 

Plan of, to be kept by Clerk for public inspection, 28 • 

Due and personal notice to be given of any proposition to fix or change, 23 

Place to be designated where persons interested can be heard, 28 

Persons aggrieved by laying out, &c , of, to complain to Court of Quar- 

terSesslons, 36 

Not to be obstructed with locomotives or cars, 61 

SEAL 

Authority to make, use and alter, 28 

SHERIFF 

Of Luzerne county, to execute and acknowledge deeds for sales made by 

city upon lieas, SA 

Deed of, to be conclusive evidence of truth of proceedings, 29 

SIDEWALKS 

Grade, character, kind, by whom and in what time to be constructed or 

repaired, to be prescribed by ordinance with penalties 28 

Cost of, with penalty for constructing, maintaining and repairing, after 

default of owners, may be recover^, how, 28 

Acts requiring Supervisors to construct in township,'. '. 48, 49, 50 

SOJOURNERS 

To be subservient to ordinances under penalties to be prescribed, 80 

STATEMENTS 

Of receipts, expenditures and debt to be published, when, //— 82 '^S ^ - ^a 

of Treasurer's account to be published annually, 94 

STREETS 

Damages and contributions for opening of, how to be collected and paid 27 

Plan of to be kept by Clerk for public inspection, 28 

Due and personal notice to be given of any proposition to fix or change, 28 

Place to be designated where persons interested may be heard, 28 

Persons aggrieved by laying out, &c., of, to complain to Court of Quar- 
ter Sessions, 26 

Not to be opened for public use until damages are liquidated, 26 

When opened according to law or by agreement, to be highways, 26 

No damages to be assessed for improvements made within lines after 

street is ordained to be laid out, 26 

To be graded, paved or macadamized at expense of properties, 82 

Not to be obstructed with locomotives or cars, 61 

TAX FOR CITY PURPOSES 

Time for appeals to be appointed andnotice given, 94 
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COUNCIL 

May accept by ordioance, &c., certain parts of act regulating cities of 

third class, 63 

May levy and collect license tax, on whom, 68 

May open and improye streets, &c., make sidewalks, build bridges, cul- 
verts and sewers, , 63 

May provide payment for certain improvements ftx)m the general reve- 
nue, or by assessment on real estate, 63 

May impose poll tax of $1, on whom, : 68 

May make regulations to secure health and remove and prevent nuisances 64 
May restrain, prohibit and suppress certain disorderly practises, games 

and indecencies, 64 

May make quarantine laws to prevent contagious diseases, 64 

May establish and regulate hospitals, work and poor hoases, 64 

When t© be organized, 65 

COUNCILMEN 

Tepi^Of^r&^Bte(L^ento organize, 66 

couKT ar^iima^AjEAQ ^ 

To appoint election overseers, (8ee Constitution) 2 

COURT OP QUARTER SESSIONS 

To direct division of election districts, (^ee Constitution) 3 

Statement of municipal debt must be filed with Clerk of, 56 

Election returns must be made to Clerk of, 67 

CULVERTS 

Council can build^nd provide for payment of, how, 63 

'''''l^XonfM'^:^t^o,f^/^^rr^J. . 

Division of districts to be by Court of Quarter Sessions, (See Constitu- 
tion), 2 

Overseers of, to be appointed by Court of Common Pleas, (See Constitu- 
tion), ..'. 2 

For incurring of municipal debt exceeding seven per cent., 67 

Certified copy of result to be entered upon minutes, 57 

Corporate authorities to fix time for holding, fof increase of debt, 57 

Returns of, to be filed with Clerk of Quarter Sessions, 67 

FEES 

Of Mayor, 61 

FINES AND PENALTIES 

For unlawful increase of municipal debt, 65 

INDEBTEDNESS 

Unlawful increase thereof by municipalities, 65 

Statement of to be published annually, 59 

How lawtuUy increased, 56 

Bonds may be issued for and tax levied to redeem 56 

Statement of to be filed with Clerk of Quarter Sessions before issuing 

bonds, 56 

The word defined 59 

Tax for payment of, to begin one year after increase, 58 

INTEREST 

On all bonds redeemed for sinking fbnd to be applied to same, S3 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 

In case of vacancy, Governor to appoint, 60,61 

LANES 

How graded, paved, macadamized or improved, 68 

LICENSES 

To be regulated for all places of business or amusement, 68 

LOANS 

Council may negotiate for, by ordinance, selling out purposes oi, 68 
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PAttE. 

MAYOR 

Fees of, to be same as Justices of the Peace, 61 

Office to be a salaried one, payable from treasury, when, 61 

To be inaugurated and take official oath, when, 66 

^OTICES 

Of intention to increase municipal debt to be published, 67 

OATHS 

Of Mayor, when to be subscribed to, 66 

OFFICERS 

In office at time of passage of new Constitution, (See Constitution),... . i 

ORDINANCES 

For increase of indebtedness to be filed with Clerk of Quarter Sessions, 66 

Council may fix salary of Mayor by 61 . 

For borrowing money must be published, how often, for what time, 68 

Purposes of loan to be distinctly set out in, 68 

PENALTIES 

For failure to file statement of debt before issuing bonds, 66 

For unlawful increase of municipal indebtedness, 66 

For violations of election laws, applicable to elections for increase of 
debt, ^ 68 

POLL TAX 

Council may impose, of $1, on whom, 63 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

Not to be taken by corporation without compensation or consent of own- 
ers, (Stfe Constitution), » 4 

QUARANTINE LAWS 

Council may make, to prevent contagious diseases, 64 

SIDEWALKS 

Cost of, with penalty for constructing, maintaining and repairing, after 
default of owners, may be recovered, how, *. 68 

SINKING FUND 

Every city to create for payment of its ftinded debt, CSoe Constitution) . . 8 

Council may levy additional tax for, 63 

STATEMENTS 

Of receipts, expenditures and debt to be published, when, ... ><• /- 3 ^ 69 - 6 o 

Must be prepared and filed before issuing obligations of debt, 68 

STREETS 

Mayor and Council have power to lay out, survey, enact, Ac, 68 

To be graded, paved or macadamized at expense of properties, 68 

TAX FOR CITY PURPOSES 

Most levy sufficient to pay debt within thirty years 68 

Council may levy additional for sinking ftind, 69 

Sufficient to pay bonds in thirty years must be provided for, before au- 
thorizing loan, 68 

Council may impose poll tax of $1, on whom, t... 68 

(License) may impose and collect, on whom, 63 

Council may levy and collect one per cent, for certain improvements, 68 



INDEX 

TO 

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WILKES-BARRE 



PAGE. 

Acconntsand Claims— Title, 1 

Aehes— See Bnildingfi, 18 

AmnBement»— Title, '.. 2 

^* See Licenses and permits, 96 

Annual Statements of Auditors and City Clerk—See Printing. 66 

Animals— Title, 4 

** running at large, 4 

" impounding of, 4 

** to be removed to centre of street. See Fire Department, 35 

" unlawftil to drive over hose. ** " " S6 

" fee for impounding. SeeFeeBiU, S2 

** and fowls for fighting. See Good Order and Decency, 88 

'' prohibited f^om grazing. See Public Grounds, 67 

** clogging up gully-chute. See Sewers, 76 

** fastening to trees prohibited. See Trees, 93 

Assessments— Title, 7 

'* See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 74 

Applications for building permits. See buildings, ! 9 

" to occupy streets with building material, 10 

" See Licenses and Permits, 06 

Assignation Houses— See Good Order and Decency, 84 

Awnings— Kind of posts. See Nuisance, 45 

" heightof. " »* 45 

'* to be fall width of walk. See Nuisance, 46 

An Ordinance adopting certain sections and clauses of the Act of 38 May, 1874, 
in pursuance of the Act of 32d of April, 1879, which is an 
amendment to the supplement to the aforesaid Act, approved 

18 May, 1876,... 78 

Act of 1874, extend to City of Wilkes-Barre by Ordinance, 78 

Auctioneers— Title, 91 

B 

Bills— See Accounts and Claims, 1 

" posting in certain places prohibited. See Amoeements, 8 

" " " " " " See Trespasses, 93 

Buildings -Title, 8 

" beyond street line. See Nuisances, 44 

" to be kept clean. " ** , 47 
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Baildings— prohibited. See Public Grounds, 60 

>' occupying street with building material. See Streets, 81 

Building Permit Committee 10 

" " '* 6ee Licenses and Permits, 96 

BonflresxSee Buildings, 13 

Burial Grounds and Burials— Title, 18 

Burial Permits— By whom issued. See Licenses and Permits, 96 

Bonds, Deeds and other Contracts. See Contracts, 20 

" when purchased for sinking Aind. See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874 78 

*» of Clerk. See Officers 49 

•* ofTreasurer. See Officers, 49 

" of City Attorney. See Officers, ^.. 63 

of High Constable. " " 68 

Blanks for Elections— See Elections, 31 

Bathing Naked— See Good Order and Decency, - . . . 83 

Bars to be closed on Sudday— See Good Order and Decency, « . 86 

Purial of persons dying of contagious diseases— See Health 88 

" of dead animals— See Nuisances, 41 

BulkWindows- " " 44 

Boxes and Barrels placed temporarily on sidewalk. See Nuisances^ 46 

Base Ball prohibited. See Public Grounds, 67 

Bridges— Riding or driving Custer than a walk. See Streets, 81 

" See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 74 

Bows and Arrows— See Streets, 81 

Borrowing money on faith and credit of the city. See Ordinance accepting 

Actof 1874, -..« 73 

Billiard Tables— See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 76 

Bowling Alleys. " " »' " " " 76 



City Attorney— Duties of. See Accounts and Claims, 1 

" " *' " SeeO^cers, - 60 

Committee on Accounts. See Accounts and Claims, 1 

Concealed Weapons. See Qood Order and Decency, 84 

Congregating upon the streets. See Good Order and Decency 85 

Circuses— See Amusements, 3 

" prohibited. See Public Grounds, 67 

Committee Meetings— See City Council, 18 

City. Clerk— Duties of. See Accounts and Claims, , 1 

" " ** " See BuUdings, 10 

" '* " " See City Council, 18 

** •* " " See Officers, 49 

** " " " See Licenses and Permits, 96 

City Treasurer-Duty of. See Officers 49 

" " ** " See Accounts and Claims, 3 

** " " " See Amusements, 3 

*» " " " See Taxes, 87 

City Engineer— Duties of. See Buildings, 10 

See Officers, 61 

See Sewers, 76 

See Streets, 81 

"•« See Licenses and Permits, 96 

Chief Engineer— See Fire Department, 38 

" ** to examine fire hydrants. See Water, 93 

Chief of Police— appointment of. Bee Police, 64 

» " " dutyof. *• . " 66 

•* " »» ** " »» Trade, 90 

€emetery— See Burial Grounds and Burials, 13 
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PAOK. 

Opntagloas DiseaeeB— See Health, 87, 88 

*' " Bee Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 75 

City Council— Title,..'. 17 

** " chambers open to all orderly citizens, 19 

** ** yearly organization. See Officers ^ . , 47 

Committees— Duties of. SeeCity Council, 18,19 



Contracts— Title, 

" for gas and oil lamps. See Lamps, . , 
" for water plugs, &c. See Water, 

dty Officers— Duties of. See Contracts, 

Cellar Ways— See Nuisances, 

** Doors— See Streets, , 

Commons— See Public Grounds, 

Coasting and Skating— See Streets, 

Curbstone Market— See Trade, 

Culyerts— See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874,. 
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BoMkeys— See Animals, 

Dogs " " 

Defacing buildings, fences, signs, etc. See Buildings, 

" fire apparatus. See Fire Department, 

Disrespectful language during meetings. See City Council. , 

Drunkenness — See Good Order and Decency 

Disturbing public meetings. See Good Order and Decency, 

Device of the city. See Laws and Ordinances, i , 

Ditches to be kept open, ^ee Nuisances 

Dirt, ashes, etc., removed fVom cellars. See Nuisances, 

Disorderly bouse to be watched. See Police, 

Drinking »* " " ♦» " 

Diseased meat and vegetables. See Trade, 

B 



Bxhibitions— See Amusements, 

Egress Arom buildings, insufficiency of. See Buildings, . 

Elections- Title, 

of President of Council . See Officers 
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of Clerk 

of Treasurer. 

of Chief of Police. 

City Attorney. 

of City Engineer. 

of Boiler Inspector. 

of Street Commissioner. 

Empty boxes and barrels. See Nuisances, 

Encroachment on streets. ** " 

Excavations in sidewalk, street, alley, etc. See Nuisances, 

in paved streets. See streets, 

in streets, permit for. See Licenses and Permits, . 
Exoneration of taxes. See Taxes, 
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burial permit. See Burial Ground and Burials, 16,16 



Fowls— See Animals, 

Fire District— See Buildings, 

»' " ** Fire Department, 

Fee for building permit. See Buildings, 
tapping sewer. See Sewers, 
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Fee for certain kinds permits. See Licenses and Permits, 97 

Finance Committee— duty of. See Contracts, , %... 90 

" " " »» " rTaxes, ^ 85 

Fire Department— Title, , - 28 

" " Supplement, M 

Fee Bill— Title 81 

»» " Mayor, High Constable and Engineer, , 82,88 

Firing of firearms. See Gk)od Order and Decency, 80 

Fighting. ** ** *» ** " 86 

Fires upon streete. ** ** " " " ■ 86 

Fastdrivlng. »* .** " " " 88 

" '* over bridges. See Streets, 81 

Fines and penalties. See Laws and Ordinances, » 89 

" " *' manner of collecting, 95 

Fire Plugs— See Water, , 98,94 

G 

Goats— See Animals, ^ 4 

Geese ** " 4 

Gas generating machines. See Bnildlners, 13 

Good Order and Decency.— Title, , 88 

" ** *» ** Gambling rooms, 88 

Gas and oil lamps. SeeLamps, 40 

Goods placed temporarily on sidewalk. See Nuisance, ^ 45 

Gkis Companies, in layingmains. See Sewers, 76 

" " to refill trenches. SeeStreets, 80 

Gutters— AUowance to apply on taxes. See Streets, 79 

Games and gambling houses. See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 76 



High Constable. SeeAnimals, 4 

" ** election proclamation. See Elections, 31 

" " fees. SeeFeeBiU, 83 

" *' to cause putrid and offensive substances to be removed. See 

Nuisances, 40 

" " dutyof. SeeOfflcers, 63 

Houses of ill fame. See Good Order and Decency, 84 

" *■'' prostitution. See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 76 

Health— Title, • • • • 87 

" See Ordinance accepting Actof 1874, 76 

Herding Cattle— See Nuisances, .m 41 

Hand Organs. »* " 43 

Horse Cars— See Streets, s j» 83 

Hawking and Peddling— See Trade,.. 89 

Hydrants. " Water, 98 

Hospitals, authorized to be erected. See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 76 



Indecent performances. See Amusements, 8 

** language and postures. See Good Order and Decency, 88 

Injuring property. " *• " " *» 84 

" and defiling clothing. ** »♦ *» " »' 88 

" street lamps. See Lamps, 40 

Idle assemblies. See Streets, .., 88 

Inspector of meat and milk. See Trade, 90 



Kerosene Oil— See Trade 88 
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LicenBee— See Amnsements, , 

Treaearer to iBsiie certificate of payment, 

Mayor to issne, .... 

selling without. See trade, 

Licence Tax -See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, , 

Lamp?— Title, 

" not lighted to be reported. See Police, 

Laws and Ordinances— Title, , 

Licenses and Permits— Title 

blank forms, by whom famished, 

applications for, 

by whom tfigned, , 

** " coantersigned, 

fee, to whom paid, 

when no officer is designated. Mayor to issno, 

to be numbered, , 

record of to be kept, . 

city not liable for damage committed under color of, . . 

when to terminate, 

may be revoked by oflicer who issued same, 

persons aggriered by revocation of, may appeal to 
Council, 

fee ^ 

officers issuing same to report to Clerk monthly 

Clerk to keep a record thereof, 

penalty for violating ordinance, 
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Mayor— See Amusements, .^...^ ^ ..„ 

** fees. See Animals, »^ 

" " " Fee Bill,..- ....^. 

" power and duties of. See Officer?, 

" »» *» " *» *» Trade 

" vacancy in the office of, 

** to i8i>ue certain licenses and permits. See Licenses and Permits, .... 

Meetings of Council. See City Council, 

" •• Committees. See" 

Masking or disguising. See Good Order and Decency 

Meat Inspector. SeeTrade, 

Milk ". '* " ^ .v^: 

Manner of Collecting Fines and Penalties— Title, ^ 

Market days. See Trade, 

Members not to depart without leave. See Standing Rules, 

Music Stands, , 

N 

Notice of street paving and grading. See Assessments, 

" of sewer construction. " " 

" of Council meetings. See City Council, * 

" of committee " " " " ^.. 

" to construct sidewalks, etc. See Streets, ....^. 

Nuisances— Title, .\..^. 

** whose duty to enforce, i . . . » 

See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, ^< — 
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6 
33 
48 
90 
53 
96 
17,18 
19 
35 
90 
90 
95 
90 
9 
69 
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18 
18 
79 
40 
46,47 
75 



Oxen— See Animals^. . . . * 

Ownership of dogs, what shall constitute,. 
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Offlcere— Title, , ^ 47 

" duty of. See Contracts, 30 

Obstructing Are companies. See Fire Department, 85 

' ** streets with locomotives and cars. 8ee Railroads Vnd Steamboats 10 

** streets and public crossings, etc. See Nuisances, 44 

*' river landing at Union street. See Public Grounds, 67 

Ordinances, enacting style. See Laws and Ordinances, , 88 

'* to be designated by their titles. See Laws and Ordinances, ...... 88 

" publication of. See Printing, , 66 

Offid-'See Nuisances, 41 

Oath of office. See Officers, *. 48 



Poor Houses, may be erected. See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 76 

Public Halls. See Amusements, % 

Powder— See Trade, 88 

Peddling " " 89 

Police— Title, , 64 

** / See Amusements, 8 

" to seize animals running at large. See Animals, 4 

** to give alarm of fire. See Fire Department, 25 

" to arrest peddlers. See Trade, 89 

*'^ appointment of, 64 

Playbills— See Amusements, 8 

Poundage fees. SeeFeeBill, , '. 83 

Pavements— See Streets, ... 77 

Papers, records and files of the city. See City Council, " 18 

Purchases by any city officer shall not exceed $60, 30 

Printing— Title 66 

Printing and advertising. See Contracts SO 

Public meetings, disturbing of. See Good Order and Decency, 37 

Physicians, duty of. See Health, 87 

Putrid and offensive substances. See Nuisances, 41, 47 

Privies— See Nuisances, 46 

Public houses to be watched. See Police, 60 

Publication of statements. See Printing, 66 

Public Grounds— Title, .,.. 67 



PermJftTto tap sewer. See Sewer, , ..^ 77 

.-^ for excitation for vaults. See''SjCp6ete, / jrr.TT. 81 

S^r^^5%)4e^M^ , 89 

Posting bills. See Amusements, .y/.... 3 

*• " " Trespass .<\ 92 

Poll tax. See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 74 

Q 

Quarrelling or fighting. See Good Order and Decency, 80 

Quarantine laws. See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, . . 75 

R 

Rescuing animals and fowls while being taken to the pound. See Animals, . . 6 

Records and files to be preserved. See City Council, 18 

" »* *• penalty for taking away, etc. See City Council, 18 

Riots. See Good Order and Decency, < 86 

Refhse water. See Nuisances, 42 

Riding or driving on sidewalks. See Nuisances, 48 

Rubbish. See Nuisances, 44,46 

Removal of city officer for cause. See Officers, * 68 

Resisting officers. See Police 66 
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mver commons. See Pablic GroimdBf 

Rewards. BeeOfficers, 

Sailroads and Steamboats.— Title, 

Bales of City Conncil. See Standing Rules of Cooncil, , 

S 



Sheep. See Animals, 

Swine. " '* 

" rearing of. See Nnisanees, f , 

Streets.— Title, 

** paring and grading of. See Assessments, . 
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occupying with building materials. See Buildings, 

to be kept free of nuisances. See Nuisances, 

grade. Railroad companies to conform to. See Railroads and Steam- 
boats, 

to open and improve. See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 

accepted, 

Sewers— Title, 

construction of. See Assessments, 

" " ** Streets 

to be kept open. *' Nuii^ances, . . 

See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 

Sinking fund. See Taxes, 

** ** *' Ordinance adopting certain Sections and clauses of Act •! 

1874, 

Steamboats. See Railroads and Steamboats, 

Stovepipes. " Buildings, 

SidewalkH. See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 

" width of. See Streets 

kindof. * " 

allowances to apply on taxes. See Streets, 

fee for measuring. See Fee Bill, 

*• riding or driving on. See Nuisances 

*' to be kept tree from nuisance. See Nuisances, 

Sanitary Committee, powers of See Health 

Special ordinances. See Laws and Ordinances, 

Slaughter houses. See Nuisances, 

Snow on sidewalks. " ** 

♦' in gutters. * " • 

Steps. See Nuisances 

" flight of to basement story. See Streets, 

Sign?, height of. See Nuisances, 

Stands in streets. See Streets, 

Special policemen, appointment ot See Police, 

Shows prohibited. Bee Public Grounds, ... 

Salt srpinkled on streets prohibited. See Streets, 

Sods. See Public Grounds, 

Skating and Coasting. See Streets 

Street Commissioner, duty of. &ee Nuisances, 

»* " ** " •* Officers 

" " " ** »* Railroads and Steamboats, 

" " *♦ " " Trade, 

Statements, annual, of Treasurer. See Officers, 

ofAuditors. *' Printing, 

of Clerk. »* 

Selling without license. See Trade, . . . 
Sprinkling streets. ** Water, . . 
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XXV 



PAOK. 

hIgnalB. See Fire Department, 80 

•* " " *♦ Sapplement W 

Sabbath day, desecratloxi of. See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874 76 

Mtanding Roles of the Ooancil— Title, 9 



Treaaarer, datiet of. See Aocoants and ClaimB, 8 

" " *♦ " Amnsementa, 8 

»• ♦♦ " Officers, 49 

Taxes— Title, ... . 86 

*' warrant for collection of, 86 

** to be collected to pay Interest and principal on loan. See Ordinance 

accepting Act of 1874, 74 

Trade— TiUe, 87 

Tax on dogs. See Animals, 6 

** on able-bodied males between twenty-one and fifty years. See Ordinance 

accepting Act of 1874, 74 

Telegraph and telephones. See Streets, 84 

Trees— Title, 08 

** li^nryto. See Public Grounds, 69 

Trespasses— Title, 93 

Tippling shops. See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 76 

V 

Vacancies in office. See Officers, .. 48,63 

W 

Warrants. See Accounts and Claims, 8 

" andorders. See Officers, 60 

*' for collection of taxes. See Taxes 86 

Wooden buildings. See Buildings, ^ 0,10 

WaUsof " " " 10 

Wooden girders, etc " " 11 

Weapons, concealed. See Good Order and Decency, 84 

" displayof. " Trade, 80 

Water Companies, in laying mains. See Sewers,.. 76 

** ** to refill trenches. See Streets, 80 

Wat«^-Title, 08 

^ wetting passengers, 04 

Work houses, may be erected. See Ordinance accepting Act of 1874, 76 



Yellow cloths to be fiuitened on door of house where certain diseases exist. 

See Health 87 

Tarda to be kept clean. See Nuisances, 47 
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